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Iraq names new defence minister 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein on 
Tuesday appointed General Sultan Hashem Ahmad as his 
new defence minister to replace General Ali Hassan Al 
Majid, who has moved to a key post in the ruling party. 
The official IN A news agency said Mr. Ahmad was 
previously chief of staff of the Iraqi army. Another decree 
was isused Tuesday relieving Mr. Majid of his defence 
duties, IN A said. President Saddam on Sunday moved the 
former tough defence minister and his cousin to become 
party boss for the Baghdad A! Karakh region amid several 
new appointments. Mr. Majid had held the defence 
portfolio since 1992 and was entrusted with delicate 
missions within the government. He is a former interior 
minister. The derision was made during a meeting of the 
Baath Party leadership. 
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f ‘King, Mubarak to hold summit* 

CAIRO (AFP} — His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak are to hold a summit meeting soon in 
Egypt to build on their post-Gulf war reconciliation. Foreign 
Minister. Abdul Karim Kabariti told the radio here Tuesday. Mr. 
Kabarili told Sawt Al Arab Radio that the two leaders "will 
continue their talks on the issues they examine" at their last 
meeting on January 21, in Aqaba. In their Aqaba summit, the two 
leaders, scaled their reconciliation and agreed lo set up close 
contacts; They also discussed the rift in Arab relations created by 
the Gulf crisis. Mr. Kabariti gave no date for the new summit. On 
Sunday, Saudi Arabia announced it would normalise lies with 
Jordan, following Mr. Kabariti's ground-breaking trip to the Gulf 
kingdom, the first such visit in five years. 
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Israel, Jordan 
*‘to cooperate on 
Bosnian aid 1 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
and Jordan are to work 
together to help Bosnian 
Muslim refugees. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
spokeswoman said Tuesday. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
called Mr. Rabin on Saturday 
and urged Israel to send 
troops to join U.N. forces to 
protect .Muslims, alongside 
Jordan's 2,000-strong contin- 
gent. said spokeswoman Ali- 
za Goren. Mr. Rabin ruled 
out dispatching an armed 
force to the region, but 
agreed to coordinate huma- 
nitarian aid efforts with Jor- 
dan. 

r Fighting breaks out 
in N. Iraq 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Fighting 
broke out Monday in nonh- 
em Iraq between government 
troops and an opposition 
alliance made up of Iraqi 
Kurds and Arabs, the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) 
said. In a statement received 
here the INC, comprising 
Kurdish and Arab opposition 
groups in Iraq, said the fight- 
ing between it and the Iraqi 
army “caused a number of 
deaths and injuries" among 
government troops. The 
rNC, however, did not report 
any deaths or injuries among 
its forces. 

Russian FM to 
visit Iraq, Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev is due to 
travel to Kuwait and Iraq in 
August, a senior Kuwaiti offi- 
cial said here Tuesday. Mr. 
Kozyrev’s visit was prepared 
by Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Viktor Possuvalyuk 
who ended a two-day trip to 
Kuwait, a Kuwaiti foreign 
ministry official, Suleiman Al 
Shahin, told AFP “Maybe he 
is trying to convince them to 
give a full account of their 
.* biological programme." he 
said. 

Iraqi foreign minister 
arrives in Cairo 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Mohammad Said 
Al Sahhaf arrived here on 
Tuesday for talks with Arab 
League Secretary General. 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. The 
two will meet Wednesday, 
the Iraqi delegate to the 
league Nabil Najm said, but 
sources at the organisation 
said the meeting may be held 
Thursday. Mr. Sahhaf and 
Mr. Abdul Meguid would 
discuss relations between 
Iraq and the United Nations 
and ways to obtain the lifting 
of U.N. sanctions slapped on 
Baghdad after its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990, 
league officials said. 

Israel resettles families 
of 750 Arab informers 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
authorities have relocated.the 
. families of 750 West Bank 
''collaborators with Israel in- 
side the Jewish state to shield 
them from revenge acts 
ahead of an army pullout, an 
official said on Tuesday. Re- 
serve General Menachem 
Einan, head of the authority 
to absorb collaborators, said 
a few hundred other families 
are in the process of being 
resettled.* “What we will tty 
to do is create for them a 
sense of belonging," he told 
Israel Radio. Israel began 
moving collaborators after it 
handed over the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank enclave Of 
Jericho to the Palestinian 
self-rule authority in May 
1994. 

Kaddoumi, Saleh hold talks 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
held talks here Tuesday with 
a PLO opponent of the 
Palestinian autonomy accord, 
the SABA news agency aid. 
Farouk Kaddoumi, the poli- 
tical department chief based 
in Tunis because of his 
■ opposition to the PLO-Israeli 
accord that launched limited 
autonomy last year, thanked 
Mr. Saleh for his “support’ 
for the Palestinian struggle. 
SABA said. 


Serbs launch heavy attack on Zepa 

Bosnian forces seize U.N. weapons 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb forces on Tues- 
day launched a heavy attack 
on the eastern U.N. “safe 
area” of Zepa where casual- 
ties were reported to be 
mounting among the 17,000 
people in the isolated Muslim 
enclave. 

“There’s a combined tank 
and artillery attack on Zepa 
and surrounding villages right 
now. It is a very difficult 
situation for us,” art amateur 
radio operator told receivers 
in the capital Sarajevo. 

“We have casualties, a lot 
of casualties... the humanita- 
rian situation here is horrify- 
ing, almost no medicine is- 
available,” he said late on 
Monday after an earlier 
attack. 

The situation in Zepa was 
reported to be “deteriorating 
rapidly" with intensive mor- 
tar fire hitting the town, U.N. 
spokesman Chris Gunness 
said in Zagreb. 

But it was not yet dear 
whether this was the long- 
expected all-out offensive by 
the Serbs, be added. 

The 79 Ukrainian U.N. 
peacekeepers in -Zepa had 
abandoned seven of tbeir 
nine observation posts, U.N.’ 
spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gary Coward said. 
One was still manned inside 
government territory and the 
other was ringed by Serb 
mines. 

The U.N. estimates the 

S verament can master from 
9 to 1,000 fighting men in 
Zepa. Some are using 
armoured personnel carriers 
seized from the Ukrainians 



A Bosnian fighter joins his wife and son at the T urin refugee camp. Some 22,000 refugees have taken shelter in Tnzla 
(AFP photo) 


on Monday and appeared to 
be bolding their own against 
the Serb attack,” Col. Co- 
ward said. 

With Zepa dose to falling 
exactly one week after separ- 
atist Serb forces captured the 
eastern U.N. -designated 
“safe area” of Srebrenica,. 
Western governments were 
still at an impasse over how 
to tackle the three-year-old 


Bosnian crisis. 

British Foreign Minister 
Malcolm Rifkmd headed to 
Washington for talks after 
France failed to persuade 
Britain and the U.S. to agree 
to military action involving 
U.S. helicopters to protect 
the third eastern endave of 
Gorazde. 

Britain has 320 troops in 
Gorazde, Ukraine has 90 and 


Norway a small medical 
team. Col. Coward said. 

Government troops have 
seized the Ukrainian camp in 
Gorazde, taking their 
weapons, armoured person- 
nel carriers, money and per- 
sonal belongings. 

Muslim forces took hos- 
tage a Ukrainian U.N. officer 
on Monday and threatened to 
shoot him unless his forces 


gave up their remaining 
weapons, the Ukrainian fore- 
ign ministry said. 

Muslim fighters — denied 
arms by an international 
embargo — want to seize 
U.N. weapons before the 
Serbs do. 

The United' Nations said 


(Continued cm page 7) 


King receives Shas 
delegation, reaffirms 
commitment to peace 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An influential 
Israeli pro-peace religious 
leader Tuesday asked His 
Majesty King Hussein to help 
advance the slow-paced 
Syrian-Israeli peace talks by 
“trying to convince (Jor- 
dan's) neighbours to directly 
join the peace process," in- 
formed sources said. 

In a meeting with King 
Hussein, visiting former 
Israeli minister of interior 
and member of Knesset, 
Rabbi Arie Deri, delivered a 
letter to King Hussein from 
the spiritual leader of the 
Shas party. Rabbi Ovadia 
Yousef, in which the rabbi 
asked King Hussein to help 
convince Jordan's “neigh- 
bours,” alluding to Syrian 
leader Hafez Al Assad, to 
enter into direct peace nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

According to Israeli 
sources. Rabbi Deri, also a 
member of Shas, told King 
Hussein that although “Israel 
is willing to pay a higher price 
for peace with Syria,” Presi- 
dent Assad “is making a mis- 
take if he thinks that he can 
make peace with Israel with- 
out getting the support of 
Israeli people.” 

Addressing the delegation, 
at the Royal Court, King 
Hussein said he would re- 
spond to Rabbi Yousefs let- 
ter, noting that he believed in 
“continuous dialogue” as a 
means for peace-making. “It 
is our sacred duty to do what- 
ever we can to ensure that the 
children of Abraham and 
their descendants wili live in 


peace and security and work 
together for a better future 
for our region, for our people 
and for the whole world,” the 
King told the group. 

“I know what you stand for 
and what you are trying to 
•achieve. You have my re- 
spect and my support." the 
King said. The King said that 
Jordan and Israel are on the 
verge of celebrating the first 
anniversary of the Washing- 
ton declaration, which was 
the “beginning of accom- 
plishing a lifelong dream, 
seeking God's blessings and 
the fulfillment of our duties 
towards generations to 
come.” 

“Rest assured that I am 
totally committed to the 
cause of peace between us, 
and I am totally committed to 
making the real peace, the 
peace between people... the 
peace that enables one of us 
to see another and to realise 
that our challenges are the 
same and our hopes are the 
same," the King said. 

King Hussein expressed 
hope that peace between Jor- 
dan and Israel will be a solid 
cornerstone for a comprehen- 
sive peace, in the region. 

King Hussein said he will 
do whatever possible to con- 
tribute towaras the creation 
of die long-sought just and 
lasting, peace. 

The Shas member also told 
King Hussein that his party, 
which is closely linked to 
Prime Minister Rabin’s gov- 
ernment and occupies six 
seats in the Knesset, believes 
in land for peace, but that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sharif Zeid, Kabariti 
brief House committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government Tuesday briefed 
die Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Lower House of 
Parliament on the recent de- 
velopments in the Jordanian- 
Saudi relations, the position 
of the Jordanian unit in the 
U.N. peacekeeping force in 
former Yugoslavia and the 
political situation in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The briefing was presented 
by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Foreign 
Minister - Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti in the presence of 
the House’s Speaker Sa’ad 
Hayel Srour. 

Following the meeting, 
committee Chairman Abdul- 
lah Ensour told reporters that 
the prime minister briefed 
the committee members on 
Jordanian precautionary me- 
asures in the face of any 


emergency which the Jorda- 
nian unit of the \£-N. 
peacekeeping force could 
face, noting that the govern- 
ment was maintaining con- 
tacts with European nations 
to guarantee the safety of the 
Jordanian unit. 

The prime minister stres- 
sed that the Jordanian unit is 
in no danger because it is 
located in Croatia, far from 
the scene of current military 
operations, adding that the 
minute this unit faces danger, 
precautionary measures will 
be taken to ensure the safety 
of its members and their re- 
turn home, according to Dr. 
Ensour. 

Referring to the foreign 
minister’s recent visit to. 
Saudi Arabia, Dr. Ensour 
said the committee has been 
briefed on the outcome of 
that visit and the minister's 


talks with Saudi Ministers of 
Defence and Foreign Affairs. 
The foreign minister re- 
viewed with the Saudi offi- 
cials Jordanian-Saudi rela- 
tions and steps that should be 
taken to bolster bilateral ties 
and to restore normal rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries, according to Dr. En- 
sour. 

He added that Saudi Ara- 
bia plans to name an ambas- 
sador to Jordan soon and 
reopen Saudi markets for 
Jordanian products and facili- 
tate the Jordanian people’s 
travel to, and residence in 
Saadi Arabia. 

Apart . from these two 
issues, the committee was. 
briefed on the latest develop- 
ments between Egypt and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Yeltsin appears on 
television to assure 
Russians he is fit to rule 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
speaking publicly for the first 
time since he was hospitalised 
for heart trouble, said in a 
televised interview Tuesday 
that he is recovering. 

.‘Til be in operation soon,” 
the 64-year-old Yeltsin told 
Russian Public Television in 
an interview aired on the 
evening news. 

“The doctors say the re- 
covery will be complete, 
without any consequences." 
he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin stood through- 
out the entire 5- to 7-minute 
interview, in which he discus- 
sed Chechenya peace talks 
and other political issues in 
addition to his health. He 
Spoke in a raspy voice but 
occasionally gesticulated 
emphatically to make a point, 
in an appearance that seemed 
to confirm his aides’ state- 
ments that his health was 
improving. 

He wore a long-sleeved 
sports warmup jacket over a 
T-shirt during the interview 
at Central Clinical Hospital. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he plan- 
ned to play tennis again soon. 
He said the doctors were not 
telling him exactly when he’d 
be allowed to leave the hos- 


pital, but “some time will be 
required for recovery." 

He thanked the Russian 
people for their get-well mes- 
sages. 

Mr. Yeltsin was admitted 
to the hospital on July 1 1 for 
what was described as 
“acute" pain related to his 
heart disease. 

Referring to his condition, 
he said he had “heart trou- 
ble." 

“I didn't feel very good at 
the time," he said. 

It took him two days to get 
over the worst over it. he said 
— not two hours as his aides 
had said. 

New concerns had been 
raised about the president’s 
health when it was discovered 
that a photo of Mr. Yeltsin 
released last Friday was from 
three months ago, not the 
same day as the Kremlin 
daimed- 

Presidential spokesmen he- 
atedly denied releasing an old 
photograph, despite the un- 
mistakable similarities be- 
tween the old and supposedly 
new images. But they con- 
ceded for the first time that 
Mr. Yeltsin faces an ex- 
tended period of recupera- 
tion at a Moscow-area sani- 
tarium even after his release. 


OIC 
to meet 
over Bosnia 

JELDAH (AFP) — The 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) will 
meet Saturday in Geneva 
to discuss the growing crisis 
in Bosnia, an offiical at the 
group’s headquarters here 
said. 

A statement released in 
Jeddah, headquarters for 
the pan-lslamic group, had 
said earlier that the OIC’s 
contact group would meet 
Friday in Rabat, but after 
consultations the time and 
location were changed. 

The official, however, 
added that the latest sche- 
duled meeting is “not de- 
finitive because of con- 
tinuing consultations be- i 
tween members of the 
group." 

A lifting of the arms 
embargo on Bosnia, “will 
be discussed when the 
(group) meets in Geneva 
on Saturday,” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said in Cairo earlier 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Musa added the 
meeting will “examine the 
Islamic position to the 
terrible tragedy to Bosnia 
and the worsening situation 
there.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Foreign minister stresses need for cooperation 

Jordanian , Palestinian-Israeli businessmen 
see opportunities for joint ventures 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to . the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Tuesday urged Jordanian and 
Palestinian-Israeli business- 
men to join forces to help 
build a better future for gen- 
erations to come. 

Addressing the opening of 
the first executive meeting 
between Jordanian and 
Palestinian-Israeli business- 
men, Mr. Kabariti. deputis- 
ing for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, who 
welcomed the guests later in 
the evening, hoped that 
peace in the region would 
provide the right atmosphere 
for investment. 

“We are happy to have you 


here. We see in you a bright 
picture of steadfastness, a 
symbol of true Arabism. a 
source of inspiration to all of 
those who look towards the 
future without fear," he said. 
“Your experience and your 
good reputation make you 
one of the most important 
pillars of peace.” 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan is looking forward to 
private sector participation in 
.the process of construction, 
development and enhance- 
ment of relations. 

“This will reflect positively 
on all citizens if joint ven- 
tures between the two parties 
are achieved," he said. 

The Executive Chairman 
of the Hashemite Associa- 
tion. Ma'an Zabian. deli- 


vered an emotional speech on 
the occasion of the first meet- 
ing of Jordanians and 
Paiestinian-Israelis who had 
had no contact for almost 50 
years. 

“From- 21 cities and vil- 
lages. the delegation has 
come to reply to a call by the 
Crown Prince who strove im- 
mediately after the signing of 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty for the renewal of con- 
tacts... between parents and 
parents... family and fami- 
ly.... brother and brother," 
Mr. Zabian said. 

President of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in 
Nazareth and head of the 
delegation. Sami Shaheen, 
expressed his appreciation 
for the Jordanian leadership's 


support and encouragement 
to Paiestinian-Israelis. 

“We saw in Jordan a stead- 
fast country that gives due 
attention to the interests of 
its citizens and the whole 
Arab Nation," he said. “The 
peace treaty with Israel se- 
cured the rights of Jordan 
and Jordanians and ensured 
justice, peace and stability 
without overlooking the in- 
terests of other Arab peoples 
in general and the Palestinian 
people in particular.” 

In the words of Mr. Za- 
bian, Jordanians and 
Paiestinian-Israelis are ideal- 
ly suited to enter business 
relations. “First of all, we are 
neighbours. Secondly, we 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat, Peres to meet 
Mubarak in Alexandria 

Self-rule talks deadlocked over water rights 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak will meet 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
Wednesday for talks on ex- 
panding Palestinian auton- 
omy. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has 
tried to act as a mediator 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians, will meet separ- 
ately with Mr. Arafat and 
then Mr. Peres before al! 
three come together in the 
Mediterranean port of Alex- 
andria. The meeting will last 
one day. 

The meeting could serve to 
overcome some of the more 
troublesome points holding 
up a deal in negotiations over 
expanding Palestinian self- 
rule in the West Bank. 

With only a week left be- 
fore a self-imposed deadline 
for agreement, Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators were 
deadlocked Tuesday over the 
issue of water resources, offi- 
cials said. 

Israeli Communications 
Minister Shulamit Aloni said 
Israel hoped to persuade Mr. 


Arafat in Egypt to sign an 
agreement on expanding 
Palestinian autonomy with- 
out resolving the water issue. 

“Things that are tact settled 
... at this stage, will be post- 
poned with Mubarak as wit- 
ness," Mr. Aloni told a news 
conference. 

Agriculture Ministry 
spokesman Roni Hassid told 
the Associated Press that the 
water issue had caused “a 
crisis” in ongoing Israel-PLO 
talks that began Sunday in 
the secluded hilltop Ziehron 
Yaacov resort in Israel. 

“The issue is very difficult. 
It is going to cause a lot of 
problems in the negotia- 
tions.” he said. 

The Palestinians have re- 
jected an Israeli proposal to 
maintain for the present the 
existing arrangement under 
which the Palestinians re- 
ceived only a quarter of the 
water pumped from under- 
ground aquifers in the occu- 
pied West Bagk. 

The West Bank aquifers 
account foT about a third of 
Israel's total water supply. 

Israel proposed that sub- 
stantive discussions on water 


rights be postponed until the 
negotiations on a permanent 
settlement of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. Those 
negotiations are supposed to 
start next May. 

Israel and the PLO are 
trying to meet a July 25 target 
date for agreeing on an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
West Bank towns and Palesti- 
nian elections — the second 
phase of Palestinian self-rule, 
which began a year ago in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Israel proposed that the 
two sides concentrate for now 
on joint management of wa- 
ter resources. 

“We are not going to 
reshare the water," Agricul- 
ture Minister Yaacov Tsur 
told the AP. “Together we 
have to develop new sources 
of water from desalination 
and recycling.” 

The Palestinians are de- 
manding possession of all wa- 
ter resources in the areas 
which they will control fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Palesti- 
nian towns in the West Bank,. 

(Continued on page 7) 


China to flex 
muscles 
against 
Taiwan 

BEIJING (R) — China’s 
People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) is to flex its musde 
with surface-to-surface 
guided missile exercises, 
announced on Tuesday, in 
the East China Sea north of 
Taiwan this month. 

The rare training launch 
appeared carefully designed 
to remind Beijing's arcb- 
rival, the Nationalist Govern- 
ment in Taiwan, of- China's 
military might, diplomats and 
analysts said. 

Taipei enraged Beijing last 
month when Taiwan Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui suc- 
ceeded in edging opes an 
effective U.S. ban on all 
visits, even unofficial, by 
senior officials when he won 
Washington’s permission to 
make a private trip. 

The PLA announcement, 
carried by the official Xinhua 
news agency, called on all 
ships and aircraft to keep out 
of the sea area and air space 
set for the missile exercise 
from’ July 21 to 28. 

The training area will be in 
a radius of 10 nautical miles 
of a central point at 26 de- 
grees 22 minutes north and 
122 degrees 10 minutes east, 
the PLA said. 
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Sudan to evacuate famili es 
of embassy staff in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan is 
preparing to send borne the 
families of its 40 embassy 
staff in Egypt amid increased 
tension in relations between 
Cairo and Khartoum, embas- 
sy^pokesman So liman Abdul 
Tawab said Tuesday. 

He told AFP that the 
Sudanese government had 
“decided to repatriate the 
family members of the di- 
plomatic mission in Cairo, 
about 250 people, and prepa- 
rations are already under- 
way." 

Three Sudanese diplomats 
attacked Sunday in Cairo 
allegedly by Egyptian secur- 
ity agents will also leave the 
country Wednesday, two for 
Khartoum. 

But First Secretary Abdul 
Azim A1 Amin Mohammd is 
to be sent to London for 
treatment “because his con- 
dition is quite serious,*' 
Abdul Tawab said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak offered to pay the 
three’s medical costs, but 
Sudan refused. 

The Egyptian media has 
blamed Sudan for starting 
things, saying six Egyptian 
diplomats were set upon and 
beaten up in Khartoum 
Saturday, one of them 


seriously. 

Abdul Tawab denied as 
“baseless*' newspaper allega- 
tions that three members of 
Sudan's security forces were 
behind the June 26 assassina- 
tion attempt on President 
Hosni Mnbarak in Addis 
Ababa. 

The government daily A1 
Akhbar Tuesday, quoting 
sources in Khartoum's secur- 
ity services, named the three 
as Hashem Mohammad Gad 
A1 Maula, Mohammad 
Abdul Rehim A1 Tayeb and 
Mohammad Sirag. One was 
killed in the gun attack, one 
is still in hospital and a third 
fled. . 

Meanwhile, the official 
Sudanese News Agency 
(SUNA) said 26 Sudanese 
nationals had been refused 
entry to Egypt on arriving at 
Cairo airport, and turned 
back even tbongfa they had 
visas. 

And it charged that 32 
Sudanese were held at the 
airport for 15 hours before 
being allowed into the coun- 
try Sunday. 

Egypt only introduced this 
month entry visa require- 
ments for Sudanese, after re- 
lations plunged when Mr. 
Mubarak accused Sudan of 


masterminding the attempt 
on his life. 

And Sudanese officials are 
to petition Khartoum to ex- 
pel more than 50 Egyptians 
woridng in irrigation offices 
in southern Sudan, accusing 
Cairo of backing the leader of 
Sudan's rebel forces Colonel 
John Garang, SUNA said. 

Egyptian Information 
Minister Safuat Al Sherif said 
Monday that armed fun- 
damentalists from various 
countries are training in 50 
different locations in Sudan. 

Mr. Sherif, died by Egyp- 
tian television, did not iden- 
tify where the training was 
taking place, or where the 
fundamentalists were from. 

He said that a report to 
Egypt's Interior Ministry sub- 
mitted to the council of 
ministers Monday, “con- 
firmed the involvement of 
(security) services of the 
Sudanese regime in the failed 
assassination attempt against 
President Hosni Mubarak," 
on June 26 in Addis Ababa. 

Relations between Cairo 
and Khartoum have been 
strained since Mr. Mnbarak 
accused Sudan’s Islamic reg- 
ime of backing the attempt 
on his life in Ethiopia. 


Lebanon reiterates ban on protests 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon reiterated a ban on 
public demoostratioQs, saying 
security forces had been 
ordered to use all means to 
bar workers from taking to 
the streets Wednesday to 
protest against a rise in petrol 
prices. 

"The Lebanese army, in- 
ternal security forces and 
other security organs were 
instructed to use all measures 
and steps to implement the 
resolution banning demon- 
strations," Interior Minister 
Michel AI Muir said after a 
Monday night cabinet ses- 
sion. 

Eight people were killed 
on Sept. 13, 1993. in Beirut- 
wfaen troops fired into a 
crowd of Muslim militants 
marching in defiance of a ban 
on demonstrations to protest 
against the signing of the 
PLO-Israelt peace pact that 
day. ., , 

Shortly before that inci- 
dent. the government had 
banned all public demonstra- 
tions without its permission. 

. On Monday, Beirut's 
General Labour Confedera- 


tion said workers would take 
to the streets during a one- 
day general strike Wednes- 
day without asking permis- 
sion. 

The strike and protest de- 
monstrations were called to 
demand that the government 
roll back tax hikes, including 
a 38 per cent increase in the 
price of petrol. 

“The issue of the strike and 
all the big talk about taking 
to the street threatens nation- 
al security. There is consen- 
sus that we will not tolerate 
this matter," Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri told reporters 
after the cabinet session. 

Acting Finance Minister 
Fouad Siniora said Monday 
that demonstrations would 
not make the government 
change its policy bnt might 
have “negative effects" on 
the situation in Lebanon. • 

However, Nabih Beni, the 
powerful speaker of parlia- 
ment who is an opponent of 
Mr. Hariri, said he did not 
oppose strikes and added: “If 
people want to demonstrate, 

I am with them." 

“‘We’re not scared,” said 


the federation leader, Elias 
Abu Rizk. “We’re striking 
and taking to the streets 
tomorrow to confront the 
government policy of levying 
taxes by force. The constitu- 
tion guarantees the right of 
public demonstrations.” 

It was one of the most 
serious challenges to Mr. 
Hariri since he came to pow- 
er amid a 1992 postwar eco- 
nomic crisis that sent the 
Lebanese pound plummeting 
to a record low of 3.000 to a 
U.S. dollar. 

The self-made business ty- 
coon who is backed by Syria, 
Lebanon’s main power brok- 
er, and Saudi Arabia, the 
Middle East’s financial super- 
power, has since managed to 
stabilise the currency’s ex- 
change rate at 1,650 to die 
dollar. . ; * 

However, Mr. Hariri has 
been unable to bolster the 
pound’s purchasing power, in' 
a country heavily dependent 
on import. This worsened liv- 
ing conditions and tarnished 
his image as the savior who 
would make the phoenix rise 
from the ashes. 



Linda Barioon, 37, shows a newspaper report- 
ing the release of her husband William Bar- 
(oon from Iraqi custody. Mr. Barkxui and 
another American, David Daliberti, were re- 


leased after spending four months in an Iraqi 
jail for illegally entering Iraq Ikom Kuwait in 
March (AFP photo) 


Freed Americans to reunite with families 


WASHINGTON (R) — Two 
Americans pardoned and 
freed by Iraq President Sad- 
dam Hussein will be reunited 
with their families Tuesday 
after spending four months in 
prison for wandering across 
the Kuwait-Iraq border. 

David Daliberti, 39., is 
scheduled to arrive in 
Washington later Tuesday, 
accompanied by Representa- 
tive Bill Richardson, the New 
Mexico Democrat who bro- 
kered his release. 

William Barioon, 41, is to 
fly to Kuwait from. Amman, 
Jordan, to meet his family 
there. 

“Prison is a nightmare," 
Mr. Daliberti told ABC-TVs 
Nightline programme in an 
interview taped in Amman,. 
Monday, “ft's -probabiy-the:" 
worst thing"hat can Jiappen; 
to aii American^ to) have his 
freedom taken away." 

The two, who work for 
U.S. defence contractors in 
Kuwait, were arrested inside 
Iraq on March 13 while’ on 
what they described as a trip 
to visit friends among U.N. 


military observers in the bor- 
der's demilitarised zone. 

They were sentenced in 
March to eight years in jail 
for illegally entering Iraq but 
President Saddam pardoned 
them Sunday after serving 
only four months. Washing- 
ton has emphasised that no 
deals were made to free 
them. 

Both men expressed anger 
about their imprisonment, 
but said they were not treated 
badly by Iraqi authorities. 

"We were angery we were 
imprisoned for four months 
for nothing," Mr. Daliberti 
told reporters Monday. But 
he added: “We were treated 
thirty... we were not tor- 
tured. whipped or beaten." 

“We were innocent victims 
in this chess game," Mr- Bar- 
loon said. “A mistake w^s 
made at the: KuwaitUsWji 
border and we spent -four 
months in an Iraqi prison for 
it.” 1 

Speaking on ABCsrNight- 
line, aired early Tuesday, 
Mr. Barioon bristled when 
the two were asked if they 


had any links to the Central 
Intelligence Agency, as Iraq 
had initially charged. ' 

“There are no ties. My 
goodness, we’re aircraft 
mechanics," Mr. Barioon re- 
plied, adding the charges had 
been dismissed even by Iraq 
shortly after their arrest. 

Mr. Daliberti, who hails 
from Florida, and Mr. 
Richardson arrived in Lon- 
don early Tuesday aboard 
British Airways Flight 104 
and were expected to board a 
connecting flight to Washing- 
ton. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton spoke by tele- 
phone with the two Amer- 
icans — both of whom suf- 
fered chest and heart prob- 
lems injgjl — - and. told them 
he '"esctatic” at their 
release, .the White J Houwse 
said: 0 ;'** •• r 11 ■*!' ”■ 

Mr. Daliberti said on 
Nightline that Iraqi author- 
ities kept an ambulance out- 
side the prison 24 hours a day 
in case either man suffered a 
heart attack and needed to be 
taken to hospital. 


Golan’s Druze keen to return to Syrian rule 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

MAJDAL SHAMS, 
Golan Heights — Um 
Nazih /l Shoufi shouted 
through a megaphone 
across minefields separat- 
ing her home on the 
Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights from her nephews 
in Syria. 

Like thousands of 
Druze Arabs, she visits 
the “shouting hill" in Ma- 
jdal Shams once a week to 
exchange news of births, 
weddings and deaths — 
albeit at a distance. 

Soon this may change. 

The prospect of an 
ISTaeli-Syrian peace treaty 
has raised expectations of 
an Israeli withdrawai and 
a Tetum to Syrian rule. 
Israel says it is willing to 
return at least some of the 
Golan in a swap for 
peace. 


But many Druze re- 
main sceptical of Israel’s 
commitment to peace. 
They worry about plans to 
hold a nationwide re- 
ferendum on any with- 
drawal from the Golan, 
which Israel captured 
from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Many shrug off ques- 
tions about the risk of 
losing political liberties or 
a lower standard of living 
under Syrian rule. 

“Perhaps all the lux- 
uries that we have here 
are not available in Syria, 
but the quality of life 
there is much better. At 
least we will be with our 
relatives there — with our 
people,” said Milhem 
Abu Zaid, 28. 

Born under Israeli rule, 
Abu Zaid has never been 
to Syria. But he dreams of 
returning to Syrian rule. 

“If you work hard 
enough, like we do here. 


we will live well," he said. 

The Golan’s 18,000 
Druze are pan of a secre- 
tive Islamic sect in Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel. A 
hard-working people, 
they live in four villages 
nestled in the green footh- 
ills of snow-capped Mount 
Hermon. 

They are a fiercely 
nationalist people, quick 
to talk about their role in 
fighting Ottoman and la- 
ter French rule of Syria. 

When Israel’s parlia- 
ment imposed Israeli law 
on their volcano-pocked 
plateau in December 
1981, they went on a six- 
month strike in protest. 
They rejected Israeli 
citizenship. 

In the centre of Majdal 
Shams, the largest of the 
four villages, stands a 
human -sized statue of Sul- 
tan Pasha Al Atrash 
brandishing a sword. A 
Druze warrior, Atrash led 


a 1925 revolt against 
French rule. 

The Druze have pros- 
pered from work in Israel 
and a thriving apple- 
farming business that 
brings handsome re- 
venues. Lush apple 
orchards surround the 
four villages. 

Although many are 
fluent in Hebrew, they tell 
of experiencing discri- 
mination when they leave 
the Golan for jobs in the 
ail-Jewish Israeli towns of 
Kiryat Shmona and Safed. 

Residents tell of Jewish 
government officials hesi- 
tating to provide services 
to them. They say police 
stop young men for ran- 
dom Identity-card checks. 

They accuse Israeli sec- 
ret police of monitoring 
their activity, cracking 
down on peaceful demon- 
strations with brutal force 
and jailing pro-Syrian 
nationalists for political 


activity. 

“Even if Syria was a 
dictatorship, as they say, 
for us it would be much 
better than living under 
Israeli rule,” said Hassan 
Fakhr AI Deen, a 
nationalist. 

Mr. Fakhr Al Deen. 
who openly favours Sy- 
rian rule, says Israeli au- 
thorities fired him from 
his job as a teacher be- 
cause of his role in the 
1981*82 strike. He was 
jailed for several months 
for his political activity. 

The University Gradu- 
ates Club, which groups 
nationalist intellectuals in 
the Golan, says 1,166 
Druze have been jailed at 
one time or another for 
anti -Israeli political activ- 
ity since 1967. 

But they say there have 
been some changes in the 
attitudes of Israeli secur- 
ity forces since Israeli- 
Syrian peace talks began 


in 1991. About 30 are in 
jail today. 

Israeli police now turn a 
blind eye to overt displays 
of Syrian flags and public 
affiliation with Syria. 
Some Druze openly sport 
stickers on their cars de- 
picting an apple in the 
colours of the Syrian flag 
and inscribed with the 
words “the Golan is 
Arab, Syrian.” 

Israel let several Golan 
dignitaries travel to 
Damascus to offer condo- 
lences to Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad after his 
eldest son Basil died in a 
car accident in January 
1994. 

“In Syria. I felt I was 
with my people, with my 
relatives. Although it was 
the first time I had been to 
Syria in 27 years, I felt as 
if l had never left the 
country,* said Mr. Fakhr 
Ai Deen. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fahd urges aid to Bosnian Muslinns 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi King Fahd is calling on world. leaders 
to defend Bosnia’s Muslims and has donated $13 minion to 
help alleviate their suffering, the official Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) reported Tuesday. It said the donation was 
to help the Muslims "face the (Bosnian) Serb iniquitous 
agression" It said King Fahd told his cabinet Monday be 
would send messages to heads of members states of the 
United Nations Security Council asking that the council 
and world community stand up to their responsibilities in 
the face of the unfair Serb aggression." He would also ask 
them “to defend Bosnia, which is a United Nations 
member state, by helping it to exercise its right to 
self-defence according to... the U.N. charter.” effectively 
calling on the U.N. to lift an embargo preventing the 
Bosnian government from obtaining arms abroad. SPA 
said the king also welcomed a planned meeting in Morocco 
Friday of the contact group of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). At a meeting in May the i OIC 
contact group on Bosnia — Morocco, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, Egypt and Malaysia — repated its view 
that a U.N. arms embargo on Bosnia Muslims was not 
morally valid and hinted that some of its members might 
ignore it. 

Kuwait, Iran to demarcate sea border 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and Iran are due to start 
negotiations shortly to demarcate their sea border, a 
member of parliament said in brief remarks published 
Tuesday. - Abdul Aziz Al Adsani, spokesman of the 
parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee, added that Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee, added that Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah AI Ahmad AJ Sabah would also visit Saudi Arabia 
shortly to hold talks on demarcating Kuwait’s border with 
the kingdom. Mr. Adsani made the announcements after 
the committee was briefed by Sheikh Sabah on a number of 
foreign policy issues. Sheikh Sabah was reported Sunday as 
saying that he had been exchanging letters for some time on 
the possible demarcation of the Kuwait-Saudi border with 
Saudi Defence and Aviation Minister Prince Sultan Ibn 
Abdul Aziz. Members of Kuwait’s parliament have said 
demarcating the sea border with their large southern 
neighbour would pave the way for an agreement on 
territorial waters with Iran. Over the years some Kuwaiti 
fishing boats have been seized by Iran due to the lack of a 
defined sea border, MPs say. Oil experts said there were no 
major known oil reserves straddling the Iran-Kuwaiti 
border, but Saudi Arabia and Kuwait share a major oilfield 
off the so-called neutral zone between the two countries. 

Tajik president holds talks in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Tajik President Imomali Rakhmonov has 
niet Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in 
Tehran and discussed ways of boosting ties with Iran, 
Iranian media said. But a leader for the Muslim-led Tajik 
op|>osition said he did not expect Tehran to change its 
policy and start backing the Dushanbe government which is 
dominated by former Communists. Mr. Rakhmonov’s visit 
is the first by a Tajik president to Iran since 1992 when 
ex-Communisis expelled opposition forces from Tajikistan 
in a civil war that killed at least 50,000 people. Mr. 
Rafsanjani and Rakhmonov discussed cultural, political 
and economic cooperation and the establishment of an air 
link between Tehran and Dushanbe, the Iranian News 
Agency (IRNA) said. The talks were followed up by 
experts in five committees, the daily newspaper Kayhan 
said. Akbar- Torojonzoda, a Tehran-based opposition 
leader, told Reuters by telephone Iranian 'officials bad 
given assurances that any agreements with Dushanbe 
would be Conditional on contirfiied progress towards peace. 

Turkish flood death toll hits 59 

SENIRKENT, Turkey (AP) — The death toll from a flash 
flood which swept through this southern town last week 
rose to 59, after rescue workers recovered more bodies, 
state television said. Eleven more bodies were still trapped, 
it said. Senirkent is 400 kilometres (240 miles) southwest of 
the capital Ankara. 

Qatar’s new emir pardons prisoners 

DUBAI (R) — Qatar pardoned 332 prisoners and de- 
tainees to mark the occasion of Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa 
Al Thani taking power as emir of the wealthy Gulf state. 
The Qatar News Agency reported the pardons but gave no 
details. Sheikh Hamad, who is also prime minister, ousted 
his father in a bloodless coup in late June. 

Imran Khan in Saudi Arabia 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia ( AP) — World-renowed cricketer 
Imran Khan arrived in this Red Sea port city Monday 
evening from London with his blonde bride Jemima, 
daughter of British tycoon James Goldsmith. Prince Faisal 
Ibn Muknn gave the newlyweds a warm welcome on their 
first visit together to Islam’s holiest shrines. Khan’s 
Jcwish-bom wife said she converted to Islam after she met 
the legendary cncketer and studied his faith. “It was at the 
insistence of Jemima that we've come here." Khan said. 

I ve been here before, but Jemima's keen to learn about 
the holy places after embracing Islam.” His wife arrived 
wearing a traditional Arab-Muslim dress with a black 
abaya. or cloak, and a scarf partially covering heT head, as 
required by Islamic teachings. During their five-day stay in 
the .f°“P Ie « scheduled to perform Urnra. 
°f # ? “^-season pilgrimage at Mecca, and also say prayers 

SSi? Mohan ?™ ad 5 mosque in Medina, about 250 
miles (400 kilometres) from Jeddah. The couple will then 

| C ^ndon r ^ ak,St i an f0r i the first time since their wedding in 
London several weeks ago. B 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: T73III-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1440 Problem Child 

14:38 Super Champs 

1549 Tomorrow's World 

IS JO Amazing Stories 

16:00 Families 

1740 .... Naissancc D'Une Science 

1940 News in French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

19:30 News Headlines 

IMS 

Arthur Clarke'sk Mysterious Uni- 
verse 

2040 Anything for a Laugh 

2040 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Blood and Belonging 

2240 News in English 

Prism 

2245 The Jacksons 

2340 

Not a Penny More. Not a Penny 
Less 

PRAYER TORES 

M46 Fajr 

0S>:J17 (Sunrix) Duha 

12:42 ““hr 

lfc22 ’A» 

KfciUi Maghreb 

21:18 ' Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sc Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh. Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 
632785. _ 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 


Church of the Arumuctaftau Tel. 
637440. 

De to Suite Church Td. 6617S7 
Terresxncts Church Td: 622366 
Church of the tonup c hH w Tel. 

623541. 

AurBcmj Church Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Ounth Td. 
775261. 

SL Epfcnhn Church Td. 771751. 

Amman lutmwtiouaJ Church Tel. 
652526. 

EmagcBcal Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

Gcnuau-rpr eking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 684 195 
The Church of Jem Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazartae Td. 67569], 
The Evangelical Local Cborcfc la 


Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. __ 

Temperatures are expect ed to 
rise slightly becoming around aver- 
age with winds northwest city mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min./Mu. temp. 

Amman 19/32 

Aqaba 25 /39 

Deserts 17/35 

Jordan Valiev 24/38 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 30 Aqaba 37. Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsfach ....: 759200 

Dr. Nidal Dahleh 827195 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Bahjat Badr 849362 

Hraj pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salim pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 6*4905 

SbflKtsoni pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Napb pharmacy 847632 

HU) Oh 

Dr. Akram AJ Momani 248795 

Al Quds pharmacy ...^ (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issa Omari 901266 

Khalifch pharmacy - 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Gml Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

GviJ Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood-Bank 77S121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PbNpc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complain is 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints........ 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDi 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AMali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Wain Authority- 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 03-5 3200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kiulidi Maiemiiy, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akllch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 6(2362 

MaHias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital B45S45 

Al-Mumhcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-Ahh. Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. A l-Muhajreen ... 777IOI/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashralieh 775111/26 

Army .1 Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

SpcciilSurgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Srna Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikna Modem Hotfaid (ffJjMffKO 
DUOD: 

Princess Basra Hospital (02)27555!! 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Dm Al Nafca Hospital (02)247101} 

AQABA: 

Princas Hsya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! 1) 

•8 M Damascus (RJ) 

8W9 Jeddah (RJ) 

1M8 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IW0 Lamaca(RJ) 

IfcSO Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:00 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) - 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

1*28 Paris (RJ) 

1L2S Istanbul (RJ) 

lfcOO Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

19:18 Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

1*20 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

1938 London, Berlin (RJ) 

I93S Romc(RJ) 

88-J0 Beirut (RJ) 

0130 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal S) 

Uh50... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

II-J0 Jeddah (SV) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13s* AbuDhaN(CF) 


*7:45 London. Beirut (BA) 

Athens (PK) 

TO 

2I.-08 Dubai (EK) 

V Sanaa flY) 

Amucrdam (KL) 

Arhcm(OA) 

HPARTVMS 

Rojpal Jordanian (RJ) niRhtB 
(Terminal 1) 

Rome(RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

rtssO Tune. Casablanca (RJ) 

Hil! Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

£2 Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

21 4! •• Aden (RJ) 

22-"88 Calcutta. Bangkok (Rj j 

2H5 DuHai - Mu *=h ( RJ I 

B!45 Sanaa (RJ) 

•Ww Dhahran(RJ) 

Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

Bonn (ME) 

‘>‘■2 Athens (PK | 

Jeddah (SV) 

* 4: « Cairo(MS) 

•• Doha.MwcauGF) 

IfcJO... Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

Lamaca(CY) 

U:88 Sanaa (1Y) 


London (BA) 

hxjaz railway 
train 

Dry- Aagaa.. . S.OOa.m every Monday 

Arr-Dowm 5:Wp.m.c%cryMofid? 

every^ Sunday 

Arr. Amman .... S:00p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Uppcrtowcr price in fib per kg. 

£ 2 ^ I:::::::;:;::;;;;;;;;;; US 

Banana (Mulumnur) ' 62 fl 

120/80 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (targe) .."i." 120 / 80 
220/IS0 

Manow (urge) 

K": 

IS 

pappcrfhwi'::::::;;;;:; 

::: 'a;! 

Siring Bean, "Z;!;; ££ 



Water Melon 


+ 



JlSduuN 




tip 

‘fAebla 

"rN" 

Hr 

then 

SAP 50 ® ^ 

-ountam cu 

hot ■ 

TV; 

pa® 

McEi 

advar 

ftASWNGTC 
, Patrick * 
as) easily a 
gialosaloii! 
Kcome a mill 
n®id action 
Mason Tenn. 
Monday- 
The llih-se* 
used consisi 
grabs and . 
save 10 beat C 
under Mronz 
“I biow I’e 
I know I'm h 
wB. Somebc* 
have to bea 
McEnroe. 

Thirteenth 
Rafter of Anstr 
scare from Am- 
Don Johnson b 
l-6.7-5.6-3w 
i&wrtyadea 
States fell v 
Junie Morgan 

lop seed i: 
rant is Andie 
opens play aga 
Gilbert' of 
Wednesday. 

In the absent 
na/5 on Monc 
"-re most ext 
Batch in which 
Jfyear-old ur 
dem, dropped 

pd natch 10 
Nicolas Pereira * 
Gohfaein. a 
"“ty Rockville 
€anwd a wUd c 
^drawbv wii 
P^joumameni 


^ had h, 


“me , 
*01 said . 1 

^ a coin 

Sj.hav 
^ more 


def 

JJPfcleK 

^ on, k 
hs 


Co4 fcteiii 


Jordan '] 
employ £ | 

■^ntmu 

jfolder of 

f A - in IV 
Ma % in 


■Ge 

-Fl 


Heral U 
Ue nt i n 

pil °ioto t 

Jord aj 


A. 1 4 



1995 



Muslims 

i yoiid leade, 
i $13 millio n * 
1 Saadi Pfej 
5 donation 

tob iniquito 
iet Monday £ 
1 States of rh 

3t ' 'coC 
ponsibflities ; 
would also a, 
fnited N ati 
e its right , 
=r,” effective' 
preventinft t h 

i abroad, "sp 

iog in Moroct 
nsation of 
i May the Ol 
?aldstan, Sau, 
spared -its vie 
usKms was n< 

ti embers mjp 


ea border 


Home News 



Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath TViesday is briefed by principals involved in tbe 
Economic Development through Technical Skills Project (Petra photo) 
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Princess Sarvath opens office of 
Economic Development 
through Technical Skills Project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
-'Highness Princess Sarvath 
Tuesday officially opened 
tbe office of the Economic 
Development through Tech- 
nical Skills Project 
(EDTSP), which is funded 
by tbe Canadian Internation- 
al Development Agency 
(CIDA) and managed by tbe 
Association of Canadian 
Community Colleges 
(ACCCj, according to a 
Royal Court statement. 

This office, staffed by a 
project director and coordi- 
nator, is responsible for sup- • 
port of the EDTSP activities ‘ 
in Jordan and is housed in 
the National Centre - for 
Human Resources Develop- 
ment (NCHRD), previously 
the National Centre for Edu- 
cational Research and 
Development 

During the ceremony, the 
Princess was briefed on the 
objectives of NCHRD and 
the ACCCX . Mjddle East 3i 
operations,’, . .. ■ special 3 


centime on human resource 
development with special 
emphasis on technical and 
vocational education and 
training. 

This shift in emphasis for 
the centre is the reason for 
its name change, and is one 
reason for. its housing the 
office for the EDTS project, 
the statement added. 

ACCC Vice President for 
Development and Field 
Operations Neja Gorica pre- 
sented an overview of the 
activities which the associa- 
tion manages on behalf of 
CIDA in Jordan, Lebanon, 
the Gaza Strip,, the West 
Bank and Yemen, which 
include projects in educa- 
tion, health, economic 
reform, agriculture and fish- 
eries. 

According to the state- 
ment, Mr. Gorica stressed 
the importance ACCC 
places on increasing the per- 
ceived value of technical 
vocational education . 


emphasis . on -two Jondao^.j-and training and improving 
based projects which thor p/flbe links between •'industry 


Canadian association 
administers on behalf of 
CIDA: the EDTS Project 
and the Learning Difficulties 
Project (LDP) 

NCHRD President 

Munther Masri pointed to 
S)ie role of the' centre in 
improving tbe effectiveness 
of tbe education system, in 
coordinating projects and 
transferring educational 
innovation, in tbe institu- 
tionalisation of educational 
reform and in improving 
national capacities in plan- 
ning, research and evalua- 
tion, the statement said. 

Dr. Masri informed 
Princess Sarvath that, in tbe 
future, the centre will con- 


and education to strengthen 
tbe skills of tbe emerging 
labour force. 

ACCC/EDTS Project 
Director Nancy George, 
explained that the purpose 
of the project, which has as 
primary paipers the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
and the Minister of Higher 
Education, is to assist the 
government of Jordan in 
adopting a coherent policy 
and plan which meets the 
technical and vocational 
needs of government, busi- 
ness, industry .and labour. 

Dr. George identified the 
highlight of the project as 
the Canadian involvement in 
assisting Jordan's rationali- 


sation of technical and voca- 
tional education and training 
which ' includes Canada- 
based training for over 70 
Jordanians and provision of 
more than 75-person- 
months of Canadian techni- 
cal expertise in Jordan. 

She pointed out that the 
EDTS project's objectives 
were complementary to the 
government of Jordan's 
action plan for the Human 
Resource Development Sec- 
tor Investment Loan, and 
observed that the implemen- 
tation of several activities in 
Jordan's action plan are con- 
tingent upon the leadership 
role Canada is providing 
through the EDTS project 
and the implementation of 
the recommendations aris- 
ing from its activities. 

Although the EDTS office 
is new, Canadian association 
has previously been 
involved with Princess Sar- 
vath Community College - 1 “ 
the statement said/ :% 

Dean of the college Radi 
Waqfi explained to the 
gueSts at the ceremony that 
die Learning Difficulties 
Project was designed to 
strengthen the institutional 
capacity of the college and 
its centre of excellence for 
learning difficulties. 

He then briefed Princess 
Sarvath on tbe current status 
of the Learning Difficulties 
Project, informing her than 
nine Jordanian educators 
who have completed their 
training in Canada continue 
to receive assistance from 
Canadian specialists, and 
that tbe diagnostic pro- 
gramme at the Princess Sar- 
vath 1 Community College 
will begin in November, 
1995. 


Ministry, HCO ship aid to Bosnia 


AMMAN (J.T.) -Jordan 
Tuesday sent the first con- 
signment of relief aid to 
Bosnia in implementation of 
directives by His Majesty 
King Hussein, according to 
an official statement 
-The shipment consisting 
of medical equipment 
drugs, infant formula, ban- 
dages aod other medical 
requirements, was organised 
.by the Ministry of Health 
-and sent off by plane in 
cooperation with the 
Hashemite Charity Organi- 
sation (HCO)and the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 

King Hussein has been in 


contact with world leaders 
on the situation in Bosnia in 
recent days, and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an has urged the HCO 
to step up efforts to raise 
contributions for the embat- 
tled Bosnian people. 

Minister of Health Aref 
Baiayneh, who supervised 
the- shipping of the consing- 
ment, said that a second 
shipment with more medical 
supplies will soon be flown 
to Bosnia adding that his 
ministry will do all it can to 
organise more shipments 
ana other forms of aid to 
meet the requirements of the 


victims of aggression. 

The minister noted that 
apart from the HCO, the pri- 
vate sector in Jordan along 
with the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices helped in organising 
the first shipment . 

The HCO was entrusted by 
Prince Hassan to organise 
aid shipments to various 
Arab and non-Arab Muslim 
countries in the past . 

Jordan Television is pre- 
senting a special programme 
on Friday to obtain contribu- 
tions from citizens' and 
organisations to belp the 
Bosnian people. 



JERASH FESTIVAL 

•Concert by Mustafa Shi'sha'a and Suhair Odeh at the Southern Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

FILMS 

• "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes/' at the British Council at 7:00 p.m. 

• "The Gvil War The Valley of the Shadow of Death, 1864/ at the American Centre, at 5:00| 
p.m. 

LECTURES ' 

'Before writing: from counting to cuneiform/ by Denise Schmandt-Besserat at the Ameri- 
can Centre of Oriental Research (ACOR) at 7:00 p-m. 

• "Abdul Rahman Munif - the art of storytelling," at Darat al Funun, jabal Weibdeh at 7:30 j 
p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

• Exhibition in honour of Palestinian intifada victims and detainees at Abdul Hameed 

Shaman Foundation. 
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Queen stresses employment generation 
as a key to lasting, prosperous peace 


Amman (J.T.) - Her 

Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day chaired the closing ses- 
sion of tbe three-day 
preparatory meeting organ- 
ised by the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) and the 
International Commission 
on Peace and Food (ICPF), 
according to a Royal Court 
Statement. 

Jordan. Palestine, Syria, 
Lebanon and Egypt are 
cooperating with ICPF and 
the NHF on a project called 
"Human Security in the 
Middle East," tbe statement 
said. 

The next phase of this pro- 
ject involves extensive 
research by the working 
groups on regional econom- 
ic cooperation, employment 
generation, food security, 
human resource develop- 
ment. and peace, coopera- 
tive security and develop- 
ment. 

The resultant findings and 
recommendations, which 
will be presented at a Iarger- 
conference in Amman next 
year, will propose practical 
projects to create jobs and 
advance human develop- 
ment, tbe statement said. 

“This meeting has been 
called to initiate a process of 
collaborative thinking and- 
cooperative action," Queen 
Noor said, as she commend- 
ed members of the ICPF, 
participants from the region 
as well as regional and inter- 
national experts on their 
valuable research and their 
informative recommenda- 
tions "to forge a common 
perspective and to identify 
practical measures to further 
the peace process and to pro- 
mote human security 
throughout the region”, the 
statement quoted tbe Queen 
as saying. 

In her concluding remarks. 
Queen Noor spoke of the 
critical importance of 
employment generation as 
"an essential condition for 
building a lasting, stable, 
and. prosperous peace. As’, 
we have found in our own 
experience, employment is 
paitictflariy important to 
promote die empowerment 
of women, perhaps the most 
under-utilised resource for 
development in our region,” 
she said. 

Employment, the Queen 
added, must be coupled with 


"the educational back- 
grounds and productive 
skills needed to meet the 
standards required by the 
international market.. We in 
Jordan have come to realise 
that tbe rapid and fuU devel- 
opment of the talents and 
capacities of our people is 
the most important task 
before us." 

Queen Noor called for "an 
intensive effort to promote 
more productive commercial 
agriculture to belp meet our 
food needs, diminish the 
dependence on imports, 
stimulate exports of value- 
added products and generate 
hundreds and thousands of 
new jobs.” 

According to the state- 
ment, the Queen called for 
mutually beneficial econom- 
ic cooperation in tbe region, 
saying "cooperation is the 

only formula for continuous Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday chairs the final session of a preparatory meeting for 

economic growth and pros- a proposed project on human security in the Middle East (photo by Crystal) 

perity ” 



Secretary of the ICPF 
Garry Jacobs thanked Queen 
Noorfor supporting this pro- 
ject and for presenting the 
commission’s report to the 
United Nations last year, the 
statement said. 

Dr. Jacobs commended 
participants for the quality 
and clarity of their work, the 
statement added. 

He uiged tbe participants 
to remain flexible and adap- 
tive, in preparation for the 
research phase, to new 
developments and to priori- 
tise their recommendations 
on the basis of workability 
and time-frames. 

Also, according to the 
statement, Dr. Jacobs urged 
the participants to present 
proposals to the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit. 

The ICPF. of which Queen 
Nodr is a member, is an 
independent, non-political, 
non-profit organisation ’of 
political leaders, heads of 
international agencies, sci- 
entists and other profession- 
als. It was founded in 1989 
to redirct resources from the 
armaments race into pro- 
grammes to promote peace, 
democracy, food security 
and employment 


Queen opens 15th 
Arab Children’s 
Congress 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Tuesday opened the 1 5th Arab Children’s 
Congress (ACC), this year entitled, "Soli- 
darity and Tolerance in Arab Culture," at the 
Roman Amphitheatre in Amman, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

The 1995 ACC, which is organised by the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NHF). and 
held in cooperation with United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
isation (UNESCO) and UNESCO’s Region- 
al Office for Education in tbe Arab states 
(UNEDBAS), coincides .with the 50lh 
anniversary of UNESCO and its Interna- 
tional Culture of Peace Festivals for Chil- 
dren. 

The Arab Children’s Congress, initiated 
by Queen Noor in 1980, brings together 
children from throughout the Arab World to 
promote dialogue and exchange ideas in 
order to forge bonds of friendship between 
them, while fostering creativity, reflection 
and action on global issues, according to tbe 
statement . - . .. 

During the; one-week congress, the chil- 
dren will visit Jordan’s archaeological sites 
and cultural centres, attend the opening cer- 
emony of the Jerash Festival on Wednesday 
with Queen Noor and participate in daily 
workshops on water shortage, population 
growth, pollution, protection of the environ- 
ment, peaceful resolutions of conflicts, chil- 
dren’s rights, solidarity and tolerance. 


At the closing ceimeony of the congress, 
tbe children will draft and preseni an appeal 
to their peers and to world leaders of their 
evaluations and recommendations. 

UNESCO, UNEDBAS and NHF wilt 
issue a book of the children’s artistic and lit- 
erary works which will be distributed in all 
Arab countries. 

The NHF will also publish a yearly maga- 
zine consisting of children’s productions, 
views and recommendations, the statement 
said. 

A sculpture depicting tolerance, produced 
by the children during the congress, and a 
video tape highlighting their major activi- 
ties will be presented during UNESCO’s 
1995 November General Conference Exhi- 
bition in Paris. 

.Also according to the report, the 1995 
Arab Chidren’s Congress was funded by 
contributions from UNESCO, UNEDBAS 
and several local organisations: the Indus- 
trial Development Bank, the Arab Potash 
Company, the Cement Factory and Phos- 
phate Company. 

Speaking on behalf of the NHF, Lina Tal, 
director of the Arab Children's Congress, 
welcomed the participating children to Jor- 
dan. 

Over the last 14 years, she said, the total 
number of ACC participants has reached 
J ,000. some of whom have gone on to pur- 
sue university education and to occupy 
leadership positions in their countries, the 
statement said. 

Queen Noor was received by Minister of 
Social Development Salwa Damen-Masri. 
NHF Acting Director Abdullah Hindawi, 
members of the NHF Board of Trustees and 
members of the preparatory committee for 
the Arab Childrens Congress. 



Aqaba Region Authority President Fayez Khasawneh (centre) and National Contract- 
ing Company General Manager Awni Saket (right) TViesday sign a contract for the 
infrastructure work in two Aqaba housing projects (Petra photo) 


Local firm wins JD 4.5m infrastructure contract 


AQABA (Petra) - A local 
construction firm. National 
Contracting Company, has 
won a JD 4.5 million con- 
tract from the Aqaba Region 
Authority (ARA) to lay the 
infrastructure work for two 
housing estates in Aqaba. 

ARA President Fayez 
Khasawneh, who signed the 
contract with the company’s 
general manager, Awni 
Saket, said that the infra- 
structure will extend over 
1,080 dunums and will 
include roads, pavements, 
water, electricity, telephone 
and sewage networks. 

The infrastructure will 


serve the seventh and eighth 
housing estates of the port 
city, and a tender for the 
infrastructure of the ninth 
estate will be floated in 
August, another for the tenth 
housing district will go out 
by mid-September. 

Following tbe signing of 
the contract. Dr. Khasawneh 
said that the seventh housing 
estate will be set up on 330 
dunums of land which is to 
be divided into 181 plots each 
ranging between 500 and 
7,500 square metres in area. 

The seventh housing estate 
will include a green belt, 
shopping centres, schools 
and gardens within a total 


area of 53 dunums. 

Dr. Khasawneh said that 
ARA expects 550 housing 
units to be set up within this 
estate to house 3,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

Referring to the eighth 
housing estate. Dr. Kha- 
sawneh said that it will be 
set up on 750 dunums and 
will be divided into 617 plots 
ranging in area between 500 
and 1,000 square metres. 

Up to 1,264 housing units 
are -expected to be set up 
within this eighth estate for 
at least 6.700 inhabitants, 
according to . Dr. Kha- 
sawneh. 


Ministry holds symposium on drug abuse in Jordan 


Amman (Petra) — Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Abbadi Tues- 
day opened a one-day sym- 
posium on fighting drug 
abuse in Jordan. 

Dr Abbadi called for inten- 
sifying and mobilising- 
national efforts to protect 
Jordan from the damaging 
consequences of drug abuse. 
Tbe minister said that Islam 


considers drug abuse a 
crime. 

Dr Abbadi listed unem- 
ployment as one of the caus- 
es for drug abuse. 

Colonel Nazih Shraideh of 
the Anti-Narcotic and 
Foigeiy Control Depart- 
ment, said that most of the 
369 people arrested during 
the first six months of this 
year on charges of drug 


abuse and its circulation are 
young people. 

According to figures pro- 
vided by Col. Stiraideh, 
2,170 kilogrammes of 
hashish, 9,900 kilogrammes 
of hashish oil, J,5S1 kilo- 
grammes of heroine, 6,400 
kilogrammes of hashish dust 
and 16 kilogrammes of 
cocaine, were confiscated 
during the reported period. 


L 


Prosecutor general shelves 
allegations by former minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The gov- 
ernment has . decided to 
shelve documents contain- 
ing accusations made by for- 
mer Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim M albas over alleged 
expired food and drugs on 
sale in Jordanian markets. 

In January 1994 the for- 
mer minister made state- 
ments to the press accusing 
merchants of importing bad 
food and dings that were 
unfit for human consump- 
tion and for sale to the pub- 
lic. He later repeated the 
accusations before parlia- 
ment. 

Dr. Mai has said then that 
he had noticed that the 
prices of drugs had risen 
'sharply upon his assumption 
of office, that control over 
drugs imported and sold in 
the Kingdom was lax and 
that foodstuffs were sold in 
the local markets long after 
their expiry dates. 

He had also said that be 
bad referred numerous cases 
of public health violations to 
the concerned courts, 
according to the prosecutor 
general. 


The prosecutor general 
said that after thoroughly 
examining the documents ' 
and considering the witness- 
es' testimonies, including 
Dr. M albas himself, he 
could not determine that 
particular crimes or viola- 
tions had been committed 
and that neither could be 
pinpoint suspects since Dr. 
Malhas's statements ■ had 
been too general. 

Since thorough investiga- 
tions had not revealed any 
violations punishable by 
court, the prosecutor general 
said he had derided to 
shelve the documents. 

Following the prosecutor 
general's statement. Health 
Minister Aref Batayneh said 
that this derision was 
expected simply because the . ! 
Health Ministry is fully 
commined to laws and regu- 
lations which tolerate no 
violations or excesses. 

Asked about the prosecu- 
tor general's decision, Dr: 
Malhas told the Jordan ; 
Times that he had no com-. ; 
ment ; - 


With great sadness, the 
management and associates of 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 
mourn the passing away of 
Mrs* Sheree Lyon's father in 
Australia, and extend their 
sincerest condolences to 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard’ Lyon 
and the family. 


May his soul rest in peace. 
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‘Burundi leaders committed to peace’! Pentagon defends B-2 bomber 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
U.N. chief Boutros Ghali en- 
ded his Africa tour Tuesday 
saying he was sure? that lead- 
ers in Burundi were commit- 
ted to reconciliation and 
avoiding an ethnic bloodbath 
as suffered by Rwanda. 

“I am convinced that there 
is a political will among the 
leaders of the Burundi com- 
munity to consolidate nation- 
al reconciliation and avoid 
conflicts/’ Dr. Ghali told a 
news conference before 
flying to Geneva to focus his 
attention on the worsening 
crisis in Bosnia. 

The U.N. chief said his 
talks in Burundi, which has 
the same ethnic makeup as 
Rwanda where up to one 
million people died in ethnic 
killings last year, centred on 
how to make peace between 
members of the Hutu and 
Tutsi tribes. 

‘T had constructive and 
positive discussions with all 
Burundi leaders including the 
military, the opposition and 
the government/’ Dr. Ghali 
said. 

During his visit he 
announced an inquiry into 22 
months of slaughter that fol- 
lowed the assassination of 
Burundi's first freely-elected 
Hutu president, Melchior 
Ndadaye, by Tutsi troops in 
October 1993. 

Some 50.000 people were 
killed in the two months after 



WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Defence Department has de- 
fended its B-2 Stealth bom- 
ber and disputed a General 


Accounting Office (GAO) m s «« »*>»« a» cApccicu aiiu •*. wtu. wjijuvu — Hooines has cnea ai massive 

draft report that said its there was no indication that away over time and be re- W ih the | atest 
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nearly simultaneous major 
regional military conflicts. 

Mr. Kaminski said the 
bomber’s radar was perform- 
ing in rain as expected and 


in rain, saying the plane had a 
special rain erosion coating 
designed to absorb the im- 
pact of rain aX high speeds. 

It was designed to wear 


Another tragedy 
hits Russian 
circus 
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has died of massive 
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proven. not fully meet require- said. llama died last 


U.N. Secretary-Genera] Boutros Ghali (3rd 
right) is greeted by a dance in Bujumbura. Dr. 
Ghali left Burundi after announcing the crea- 
tion of a commission of inquiry into the 


November 1993 foiled coop, which sparked 
two years of ethnic violence in the central 
African country (AFP photo) 


proven. 

Paul Kaminski, defence 
1 (undersecretary for acquisi- 
tion and technology, reiter- 
ated in a statement that the 
department will not procure 
more B-2 bombers in fiscal 
year 19% but said the deci- 
sion “doesn't reflect any dis- 
satisfaction with the plane's 
performance.” 

A study concluded in May 
confirmed that the planned 
force of 20 B-2 bombers 
could meet the national 
security requirements of two 


ments/ 

He also said testing to date 
had not revealed any areas 
that would prevent die B-2 
from meeting its operational 
Stealth .requirements, 
although he noted that the 
next group of bombers, to be 
delivered would include 
several improvements to the 
Stealth design. 

Mr. Kaminski also dis- 
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the programme’s combat ^ EvasCQi chief of staff at - 
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Japan Socialists set for poll defeat 


Mr. Ndadaye's death and 
tens of thousands have died 
since then. 


The inquiry was the only 
result to emerge from Dr. 
Ghali’s talks with Burundi’s 
feuding parties but diplomats 
said it alone would not stop 
killings. 


The secretajy-general said 
he held talks with Ethiopian 
President Meles Zenawi on 


world’s poorest continent. 
Mr. Meles is current chair- 
man of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). 

He said he had in particu- 
lar discussed with Mr. Meles 
and OAU chief Salim Ahmad 
Salim the poor ties between 
Egypt and neighbouring 
Sudan. 

The two countries have 
been locked in a war of words 
since a failed assassination 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
dent Hosni Mubarak last ter Tomiichi Murayama's 


month. 


troubled Socialist Party faces 


Dr. Ghali defended his de- defeat in Japan’s upper bouse 
dsion to go ahead with the P?Hs on Sunday and this may 


African tour despite the crisis trigger a political upheaval 

“ _ oAtar cnrtTAi 


in Bosnia. 

“The visit was a demon- 
stration that the U.N. was 


according to a voter survey 
by a leading daily. 

The Nihon Keizai Shimbun 


paving the same attention to smvey of 38,000 voters pub- 
African probicn* as if was 


pended largely on a- growing 
group of voters without dear 
party loyalties. 

Sunday's polls will be the 
first national-level elections 
since the LDP lost its 40-year 
stranglehold on power in 
•1993 general elections. 

Half of the 252-member 
upper house, the less power- 


he has not dearly linked the 
possibility of his resignation ■ 
to any figure. 

Socialist leaders say he 
would have to go. if the party 
suffered a “crushing” defeat, 
without seating a figure. 

The daily Mainichi Shim- 


materials might have been - 
wrappers of food which chil- 
dren gave the Dama, officials 
said. The circus has' been 
stranded in Davao for four 
months after dispute over ' 
money with its Htipmo prom- * 
oter. The penniless troupe ‘ 
survived at first on donations 
from Davao residents and la- * 
ter by setting up a mini-zoo. - c 
They occasionally bold fufl_ 
dreus performances. Earlier 

.i • * s*_ j i - - 


the political situation on the attempt on Egyptian PTesi- 


LSI Ul/Ibll0 oa KL ,, m : L 

playing to European prob- Murayama a three-party 
lems such as ?Tfo?iner ™ 

Yugoslavia. 


lished Tuesday said Mr. _ fill of the two chambers, is up 
Muravama’s three-party ‘ for election. Seats are held 


bun reported that a growing . thk year, two of its donkeys 
consensus among Tokyo law- and three ponies were- elec- 
makers in general was that txocnted when a live wire fell 


Simpson’s doctor undergoes searing Italian 
cross-examination; Jurors see Video fac^triaf 1 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Prosecutors turned O.J. 
Simpson's trial court into a 
screening room, showing 
jurors scenes of Simpson 
marching, squatting and 
swinging his arms in exercise 
videotapes filmed less than 
three weeks before the mur- 
ders of his ex-wife and her 
friend. 

More footage of the tapes, 
on which Simpson com- 
plained about bis bad knees, 
was to be played Tuesday. 
The viewing capped a day in 
which Simpson’s doctor was 
subjected to searing cross- 
examination about Simpson's 
arthritis, his football injuries 
and whether he .-had the 


physical capability to tall. 
Dr. Robert Hirizenoa ad 


Dr. Robert Huizenga ack- 
nowledged Monday that 
when he examined Simpson, 
the ex-football star had seven 
small abrasions on tire back 
of his left hand in addition to 
three cuts on the middle and 
ring fingeis. 

Dr. Huizenga, whose 
cross-examination included 
courtroom demonstrations, 
also said Simpson's arthritis 
would not have prevented 
him from yanking back his 
ex-wife's head by her blond 
hair and slashing her throat, 
as long as she was immobil- 
ised. 


man. 

At the end of the day, 
jurors paid rapt attention to 
the video. They took notes 
and never cracked even the 
slightest of smiles at Simp- 
son's many joking ad Hits. 
Simpson shrugged, smiled 
and conferred with his 
lawyers while watching a 
monitor at the defence coun- 
sel table. Occasionally, his 
family members giggled at 
some of Simpson’s banter on 
the tape. 

The raw footage that went 
into what later became the 
“O.J. Simpson minimum 
maintenance fitness for men” 
was shown on the courtroom 
screen and included three 
camera angles of the same - 
scene along with a time coun- 
ter. 

The tape wasn’t shown to 
TV viewera. 

Introduced by prosecutors 
seeking to rebut defence 
claims that Mr. Simpson's old 
football injuries would have 
hampered his strength and 
physical movement, the tape 
shows Simpson having little 
difficulty performing most 
stretches and exercises. 

‘Tra feeling so good now I 
want to dance,” Mr. Simpson 
says at one point. 

But in other places, while 
kneeling into a football-like 


that Simpson was so debili- 

tated that he could not have OT1 TT13 l~12L 

stabbed and slashed the vie- . 

tims to death in front of Ms. pn QrQPC 

Simpson’s brentwood con- o'"' . 

dominium June 12, 1994. 

Simpson, who has main - ROME (Agencies 


ROME (Agencies) — 


tained his innocence, faces judge ordered ex-interior 
life in prison if convicted of Minister Antonio Gava Tues- 


the murders. 


day to stand tril on charges of 


Striving to link scrapes or corruption and mafia associa- 
scratches on the back of Mr. adding to _the list of 


at stake, his stated goal for 
the bloc. 

His Socialist Party would 
stop just short of 20 seats, 
less than Mr. Murayama’s 
target of 22, according to the 
survey conducted between 
July 14 and 16. The Socialists 
won 22 seats in the last upper 
house polls in 1992. 

The Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) can expect ab- 
out 50 teats and the opposi- 
tion Shinshinto (New Fron- 
tier Party) about 30, the sur- 
vey said. 

But Nihon Keizai said 25 
per cent of voters were unde- 
cided and the result de- 


fer six-year terms and half 
are contested every three 
years. 

After spending a frustrat- 
ing year in opposition, in' 
June 1994 the LDP formed 
an unwieldy coalition with 
long-time ideological foes, 
Mr. Murayama’s Socialists, 
and a small LDP splinter 
group, Sakigake, to regain a 
foothold on power. 

The Socialists are* deeply 


makers in general was that 
Mr. Murayama was sure to 
stay if the Socialists won 
more than 15 seats while he 
would step down if they 
failed to return at least 10 


failed to return at least 10 
seats. The “gray zone” was 
between 11 and 14 Socialist 
winners, the daily said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. 
Murayama offered formal 
apologies to World War n 
“comfort women” Tuesday, 
saying the wartime sex atroci- 
ties his country committed 


split after Mr. Murayama were “inexcusable”. 


scrapped his party’s tradition- 
al leftist tenets like opposi- 
tion to the military and to the 
U.S.-Japan security treaty. 


“I offer my profound apol- • 
ogy to all those who, as war- 
time comfort women, suf- 
fered emotional and physical 


txocnted when a live wire fell 
on their cage in Rigan, 
another southern Phffippine ft, 
city. The circus had 37 per- " 
formers when it arrived in the “ 
Philippines in July last year 
for a series of shows. Some *' 
have returned to Rusria while / 
nine are stranded in Cagayan - 
De Oro City. Ms. Avramova 
and 14 others axe stuck in " 
Davao, along with r ' three . 
bears, an elephant, a kangar- 
go, three monkeys, a p uma, ^ 
two camels, a pony, two St . " 
Bernard dogs and a snake. ' 
They are seeking the help of 
the Russian embassy to get ' 
back home. 


While Mr. Murayama has wounds that can never be 
repeatedly stated his party’s dosed,” Mr. Murayama said 


goal was attaining 22 seats, in a statement. 


Under attack by a prosecu- stance and stretching his legs, 
tor who accused him of being he complains about his bad 

An AflvnraiA fnr Cimneitn tho . 1 *: T 


an advocate for Simpson, the joints. “This is something I 
doctor acknowledged that would have a problem with 


while Simpson had severe because of my knees,” he 
physical limitations, none says. 


would have prevented him Prosecutor Brian Kelberg’s 


from attacking his ex-wife cross-examination aimed to 
and her friend, Ronald Gold- undermine a defence claim 


Simpson's left hand with the 
murders, Mr. Kelberg had 
the doctor leave the witness 
stand, hugged him from be- 
hind and showed bow a killer 
might have restrained Gold- 
man. The prosecutor sug- 
gested the assailant’s tend 
could hhye been wounded by; 
' Goldman struggling and pull- 
ing off the killer’s glove. ’ - 

The doctor /said it was 
“possible.” 

In contrast. Dr. Huizenga 
said Simpson’s right hand 
showed no abrasions. A left- 
handed glove was found at 
the murder scene, its right- 
handed mate at Simpson's 
estate. 

Dr. Huizenga also was 
asked if the cuts could have 
accounted for blood drops 
found in the foyer and on the 
driveway at Simpson's estate. 
The doctor said that was con- 
ceivable but noted, *Tve nev- 
er seen someone cut them- 
selves and just let it bleed.” 
Usually, he said, patients 
wrap such a wound im- 
mediately. 

Jurors occasionally took 
notes and often looked at 
their own hands during Dr. 
Huizenga’s testimony. 


former Italian leaders ac- 
cused of complicity with 
organised crime. 

Mr. Gava, 64, who was 
interior minister from 1988 to 
1991, denies wrongdoing. 

Judicial sources said Mr. 
Gava and four former parlia- 
mentarians were -among the 
■81- people that Naples Pre- 
liminary Hearing Judge 
Antonio Sensale remanded 
for trial. The trial was sche- 
duled to start on Nov. 28. 

The investigation into Mr. 
Gava, who held several min- 
isterial positions in his long 
career as a Christian Demo- 
crat, involved links between 
politicians and the Camorra, 
the local mafia in Naples. 


Actor to enter 
drug treatment 
programme ^ 


Taiwan MPs brawl over election law 


TAIPEI (R) — Legislators in 
Taiwan’s parliament jumped 
on to the speaker's desk and 
.punched and shoved each 
other in a brawl over a law to 
pave the way for the tsland’s 
first p residential elections, a 
SJJO&esman said Tuesday. . 

Opposition New Party 
legislator Ju Gau-Jeng, 
known as “Taiwan’s Rambo” 
for his fights in parliament, 
rushed to the speakers’ 
podium, leaped on top of the 
speaker’s desk and then di- 
ved from the desk on to a 
crowd of ruling Nationalist 


Prosecutors in Milan Tues- . I Party legislators. 


day issued their second arrest 
warrant in a week against 
former Prime Minister Betti- 
no Craxi, who fled to Tunisia 
a' year ago and has been 
sentenced in absentia to 14 
years in jail for corruption. 

The warrant was delivered 
by the prosecutor's office to 
the Italian police in connec- 
tion with an investigation of a 
kickback scheme by the pow- 
er company Entel, according 
to court sources here. 


State television showed 


end/* he added. 

Legislators objected to 
Article 23 of what is to be 
Taiwan's first bill on pres- 
idential elections. It stipu- 
late! [ tMY the government is 
to control the process by 
which independent candi- 
dates raise signatures to qual- 
ify to ran for president.. 

Delayed by the scuffle, the 
article did not pass Monday 
and due to be debated again a 
parliament spokesman said. 

Opposition legislators say 
that independent candidates 
should have the right to col- 
lect signature free from the 


rite of an opposition move- 
ment. 

A senior Nationalist Party 
figure told state television af- 


LOS ANGELES (R) -- A : 
judge Monday allowed actor - 
Gary Busty to enter a two- •* 
year drug treatment prog- *. 
r ampie rather than- -face 
felony drug possession-” 
charges stemming from tes - 


ter the brawl that the party “r apparent cocaine overdose inu 
might be willing to comprom- l May- A spokeswoman 


ise on - Article 23 bnt he <fid n h Malibu Municipal Court sakfc ? 


several Nationalist legislators' government’s supervision. 


landing punches on Mr. Ju’s 
face, knocking bis spectacles 
off and sending him reeling 
backwards in the brawl late 
Monday night. Other law- 
makers also pushed and 
shoved each other. 

“Four New Party legisla- 
tors are injured,” New Party 
whip Lee Ching-Hwa told 
Reuters by telephone. 

“We will fight this until the 


It was the second brawl in 
parliament in less than a 
week, marking a further set- 
back for efforts to clean up a 
legislature which has drawn 
increasing domestic criticism. 

Rowdy behaviour became 
common in parliament after 
an authoritarian system set 
up by Generalissimo Chian g 
Kai-Sbek began to crumble in 
the late 1980s, allowing the 


not indicate how. 

“We could make some 
concession on this/’.said Dag 
Hwu-Peng, director-general 
of the Department of Party- 
Government Coordination in 
the legislative Yuan. 

Legislators Monday did 
manage to pass, seven articles 
of tire presidential elections 
bill, the slow reading of 
which has already caused an- 
extension in the legislature's 
six-month session which had 
been due to wind up last 
Friday. 

The presidential polls, 
scheduled for March 1996, 
represent a zenith for demo- 
cratic reforms in Taiwan 
which began with the lifting 
of maitial law in 1987. In- 
cumbent President Lee Teng- 
Hui is thought likely to run. 


Judge Lawrence Minf -f 
approved by the probation 
department. If the 50-year- • 
old actor successfully com- „ 


S letes the programme after 
4 months, drug-related 


24 months, drug-related . 
charges against him will be 
dropped. Busey, who was 
nominated for an Academy 
Award for playing the title T 


role in The Buddy Holly •' 
Story about the rock legend, • 
was charged with a number of - 
drug-related offences after - 
being hospitalised in May for 
an apparent overdose. Para- 
medics treating him found * 
about one and a half grams of ~ 
cocaine in his shirt pocket, 
and sheriffs deputies found •. 
another half-gram of cncame * 
and four grains of marijuana ■ 
as well as some of the halloa- - 
nogen PCP in his home. . 
Busey, who came dose to 
death in a 1988 motorcycle ■ 
accident, has also starred hr ■ 
Angels Hard As They come, - 
Thunderbolt And Lightfbot, ■ "■ 
Gumball Rally, A Star Is 
Born, and The Firm. 


Cambodian army retakes base China: ties, hinge on meeting with U.S. 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — base withdrew to reinforce 
Government troops have positions near the Thai bor- 


reoccupied a key military der that are still under heavy 
position in the northwest pro- attack from the military. 


vince of Battambang cap- 


se withdrew to reinforce stem a growing tide of defec- 
sitions near the Thai bor- tions, the leaders of the 
r that are still under heavy Khmer Rouge guerrilla fac- 
ack from the military. lion hav& ordered that the 
The army was slowed in its families of those who switch 


tured by Khmer Rouge guer- advance on the nearly empty sides be killed, according to 
rillas earlier this month, the village by landmines and military officials in the north- 
official news service Age nee booby traps left by the re- cm province of Siem Reap 


official news service Age nee 
Khmer de Presse (AKP) re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The hamlet of Treng, the 
last government outpost on 
National Route 10, the road 
leading from the provincial 
capital of Battambang to the 
Khmer Rouge stronjpiold at 
Pailin, was taken by the re- 
bels on July 4. 

On July 10. most of the 400 
to 500 guerrillas holding the 


treating guerrillas, police and 
military officials said. AKP 
said Treng was fully occupied 
and controlled by the govern- 
ment Sunday. 

Twelve government troops 
were killed in the effort to 
retake the position which lies 
about 42 kilometres south- 


west of Battambang town, 
AKP said. 


Meanwhile in an effort to 


em province of Siem Reap 
and recent defectors. 

The policy was enact in late 
1994 after the passage of a 
law outlawing the group led 
to a growing number of guer- 
rillas to defect before a Janu- 
ary amnesty deadline. Offi- 
cials told the Cambodia Daily 
newspaper that the faction’s 
deadly policy was intended to 
intimidate others from de- 
fecting. 


Spain’s Gonzalez considering general 
elections in March or April 1996 


MADRID (Asencies) — 


Tuesday he was considering 
calling general elections in 
March or April 1996. 

Mr. Gonzalez, leader of 
the Socialist Party, hinted 12 
days ago he was planning 
early elections and has in- 
vited most of Spain's senior 
politicians to discuss an elec- 
tion calendar. 

Mr. Gonzalez, whose gov- 
ernment has been weakened 
by a range of scandals, has 
said he does not want to hold 
elections during Spain's six- 
month presidency of the 
European Union which ends 
on Dec. 31. 

In a radio interview Tues- 
day, Mr. Gonzalez said the 


withdrawal of support for the 
Socialists by the Catalan 
nationalist group Converg- 


departure from the existing 
situation. I believe we can 
maintain political stability,” 


ence And Unity (CtU) had _ he said in an interview on 
not led to a radically different slate radio. 


position. 

But he said he would not 
continue his term if there was 
a situation of political insta- 
bility. 

Without the support of the 
17 CIU MPs, the Socialists, 
with 159 MPs, do not have a 
majority in the 350 -seat par- 
liament. 

Mr. Gonzalez said Tuesday 
be believed he could main- 
tain political stability desp 11 ® 
a decision of the Catalan 
nationalist party to withdraw 
parliamentary support. 

“I don’t see this as a radical 


The CIU coalition, with 17 
seats in parliament. Monday 
announced it was withdraw- 
* n g “global support/’ ending 
a two year parliamentary pact 
that him given the socialists a 
one-seat majority since June 
1993 elections. 


Mr. Gonzalez said he ex- 
pected to be able to continue 
governing on an issue by 
issue basis, and that he was 
still hopeful of winning par- 
liamentary approval for a 
strict 1996 budget. 


BEIJING (Agencies) — A 
meeting between the foreign 
ministers of China and the 
United States next month will 
determine whether bartered 
Sino-U.S. relations can re- 
cover, a senior Chinese offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

Scheduled talks between 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher during an Asian 
regional conference in Brunei 
will be the first high-level 
meeting between the two na- 
tions since relations soured 
over Taiwan in June. 

Beijing earlier had snub- 
bed U.S. offers of high-level 
talks, saying the United 
States must first take con- 
crete steps to repair ties. 

"Whether there will be a 
turning point in Sino-U.S. 
relations is something to be 
decided by the meetings be- 
tween the two foreign minis- 
ters in Brunei,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Shen Guofang told i regular 
news briefing. 

“It all hinges upon the re- 
sults of the talks/' Mr. Shen 
said, adding that unspecified 
concrete steps were still 
needed. 

Sino-U.S. relations soured 
dramatically in June after 
Washington ended an unoffi- 
cial ban on contacts with 
leaders of Beijing's rival 
Taipei by allowing Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui to 
make a private visit to his 
U.S. alma mater. 

Ties have been battered 
further by disputes over 
trade, the detention of a U.S. 
human rights activists in Chi- 


na and allegations — strongly 
denied — that China has 
exported missile components ’ 
to Iran. 

Washington has welcomed 
the Aug. 1 meeting, to take 
place when Mr. Christopher 
and Mr. Qian are in Brunei 
to observe the annual confer- 
ence of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

The talks had earlier been 
in doubt because Beijing has 
cancelled several high-level 
meeting after Mr. Lee’s U.S. , 
visit. 

"We’re gone through a 
very rough patch/’ U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns told reporters 
in Washington Monday. 

"We’ve said it all along- 
...that there was no substitute 


the Nationalists fled there af- 
ter losing the civil war in 
1949. 

Chinese offia'als who have 
worked to isolate Taiwan di- 
plomatically fear President 
Bill Clinton's decision to 
allow Mr. Lee’s visit marked 
a shift in the policy on China. 

In a radio interview Mon- 
day, Mr. Christopher repe- 
ated. as U.S. officials have 
done almost daily in recent 
weeks, that Washington “has 
made no change in its policy 
toward China." 

“We continue to follow the 
three communiques (and) 
accept the fact that there is a 
single China/’ he said. ' ’We 
will not advocate a two-China 
policy." 


the Straits Exchange Founda- 
tion (SEF). 

China railed off talks be- ’ 
tween the two bodies, set up 
to skirt around a ban on 
direct political ties between 
the long-time rivals, in re- 
taliation for President Lee’s 
"private” U.S, visit in early 
June and a subsequent three- , 
nation European tour by Pre- 
mier Uen Qian. 


Singapore bans 
Janet Jackson 
disc cover 


private" U.S. visit in early SINGAPORE (R) if pop 

une and a subsequent three- singer Janet Jackson wants to 
ation European tour by Pre- sell her “Janet”, laser disc in 
tier Uen Chan. Singapore, shell have to cov- 

’Mr. Uen and chairman of S^ CI . u !2? r ^ ^ 


Ties between Beijing and 
Washington were strained 


for high-level contact be- wasningion were strained 
tween the two governments- farther on June 19 when Chi- 
and it was just this kind of detained prominent 


and it was just this land or 
meeting that is now planned 
for Brunei that we .had in 
mind,” Mr. Burns said. 

But Mr. Shen said Mr. 
Gian's Aug. 1 meeting with 
Mr. Christopher would not 
guarantee an improvement. 

"If the U.S. side continues 
...to violate the principles en- 
shrined in the three Sino- 
U.S. joint communiques. I 
believe this will further im- 
pair Sino-U.S. relations/’ he 
said. 

China says the communi- 
ques bar official contacts be- 
tween the United States and 
nationalist-ruled Taiwan and 
a visit by a leader as senior as 
Mr. Lee should be consi- 
dered official. 

China has regarded Taiwan 
as a renegade province since 


Chincse-American human 
rights activists Harry Wu, 
accusing him of espionage. 

Mr. Burns said Mr. Christ- 
opher would raise Mr. Wu’s 
case during the Brunei meet- 
ing. 

China rejected Tuesday as 
“out of the question” the 
possibility of resuming talks 
with Taiwan, suspended last 
month by Beijing in protest 


the island's top mainland 
policy planner, Vincent Siew, 
called separately Monday for 
talks to be resumed in order 
to smooth over political dis- 
putes and achieve the even- 
tual reunification of the two 
sides of the Taiwan Srrait. 

Mr. Shen ruled out the 

possibility that Taiwan 

which angered Beijing furth- 
er by establishing official ties 

with Gambia last week 

could win another diplomatic 
succras by securing access for 

President Lee to the Asia- 
Paafic Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) meeting in Osa- 
ka in Japan later this year. 


titan a pair of male hands. 4 

The Singapore Board of Film . 
Censors has okayed the con- 
tents of the disc but not the - 
cover, a spokeswoman at the 
wpnistiy of Information and 
the Arts said. “If the distribu- ? 
tor wants to distribute the-LD > 

in Singapore, he will have to • 
replace the cover with one - 
that is acceptable," the : 
spokeswoman said m a writ- - 
ten statement. The cover ■ 
stows Jackson almost nude 
from the waist up, her breasts ' 
covered by a pair of male ■ 
tonds. It is taken from a ■■ 

^appeared in ■- 
tire U.S.-based Rolling Stone 
magazine. The 75-minute las- 


with Taiwan, suspended last of APEC - because to plans to appeal the ban or 

month by Beijing in protest _ government has rcv i « the cover a sookes- 

against Taipei’s efforts to win “ ? ould , man . to ! d Reuters. 


broader international recog- 
nition. 

"So far the resumption of 
the talks is out of the ques- 
tion.” Mr. Shen said refer- 


ring to negotiations between 
China’s semi-official Associa- 


tion for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Straits (ARATS) and 
its Taiwanese counterpart. 


"I believe rhat j. • - * J-minute ias- 

noJiw^ „ ,5 v lm - 1 ^ was released interna- 

KSTlu 1 for . ? im < U «) to tonally last December^- i. 

follow the Seattle and Bojror loc ^ sales of > 

model and would not violate cx pected to be 

the understanding reached n °t ju^ * 

new cover. But EMI has “• 
At previous summits in alre ady revised the videotaoe *- 

Taiwan of “Janet.” .4 

has attended as a “regional 5*. P^oto to iSkS .• 
economy and been reore- ^^kson visible onlv fmm rh« »* 
semed 6y a minj5!cr . rCpre ‘ neck up, fori ft 

Soldi * 


■"•“"""•is reacne 

between the various sides 
he said. 


At previous summits in 


Seattle and Bogor, Taiwan 
has attended as a “region^ 
economy and been renre- 
semed by a minister. 


local release, he. 
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Soldiers carry a person wounded In the explosion at the 
naval armoury near Rio de Janeiro. At least 23 people, 
mostly military personnel, were hurt when a series of 


explosions rocked Brazil's 
photo) 


largest naval armoury (AFP 


23 injured in Rio navy arms depot blast 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
In a scene one witness 
■ likened. to a “war movie,” 
explosions tore through the 
■Brazilian Navy’s primary 
' arms depot on an island 200 
metres, offshore. 

Despite early reports of 
casualties, die navy said no 
one was killed or missing in 
the explosions. Twenty-three 
military personnel were hos- 
pitalised for minor injuries. 


the navy spokesman, Capt. 
Eurico Wellington Libera tti, 
said. 

TV Globo, quoting the 
Navy Ministry, said as many 
as 40 people were on the 
island. Initial reports citing 
unidentified navy officials 
had. put that figure at 100. 

Thirry-seven homes on Bo- 
queirao Island; die ate of the 
explosions Sunday evening, 
also were destroyed, TV Glo- 


bo said. 

“The wounded were hug- 
ging each other and crying, 
said state Congressman Jose 
Morris, commodore of the 
nearby Guanabara Yacht 
Club. “It looked like a war 
movie here.” 

The detonations began ab- 
out 5:30 p.m. and lasted 90 
minutes, creating a large 
doud. They were felt up to 10 


miles (16.1 kilometres) away. 
Smaller explosions continued 
hours afterward. 

Mr. Morais said members 
of his yacht dub rescued a 
dozen injured navy cadets 
who swam from the island. 

“We heard the screams but 
there was too much smoke to 
see anyone,” Mr. Morais 
said. “There was so much 
gunpowder in the air that it 
got in the eyes.” 


Gunmen attack police station in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Up to 1,000 gunmen opened 
fire on a police station in 
Pakistan’s port city of 
Karachi overnight and fled 
after police fired back from 
the building’s rooftop, police 
said Tuesday. 

The gunmen attacked the 
Mominabad Police Station 
firing . hundreds of rounds, 
but there were no casualties, 
a police spokesman said. 

“Sosne 800 to 1,000 people 
attacked and fired gunshots 
by the ■ Mominabad Police 


guns to repulse the attapk, 
the spokesman said. The 
cause of the attack was not 
given and die gunmen were 
not identified. . 

Seven people, including 
two police officials, were kil- 
led m separate incidents in 
the viplence-plagued city 
overnight, police said. 

Unidentified gunmen kid- 
napped retired police official 
Raja Mohammad Ishaq from 
a bus and tortured bun to' 
death, they said. His body 
was found in a car in the 


before he was shot, a police 
official said. His body was 
wrapped in a sack and 
dumped. 

“Anyone who confronts us 
will meet the same fate.” said 
an unidentified band-written 
note found m the sack. 

The latest killings raised 
the death toll to 175 this 
month and more than 1,100 
this year, compared to some 
800 in 1994. 

m 

As violence continued m 


after Monday's talks in 
Karachi, both sides conde- 
mned terrorism and pledged 
to cooperate in a bid for 
peace. 

The government has issued 
21 conditions in reply to 18 
presented by the opposition 
MQM. 

The MQM has threatened 
to demand a separate pro- 
vince for Karachi if the taiks 
foil. It wants greater rights 
for the Urdu-speaking Moha- 
jirs, who migrated from India 


Statiofta&midnighfc&a pobccqs volatile -Gulbahar area.. 
spokesmaadrid>^*i1tea£tack-'’M < Assistant - Sub-Inspector 
ers^foediatfodrpalice statiomM Abdul Razzak/45, w^s-shot 
for. 20* minutes/’ «'*dead in Gulbahar. He was 

The. "gunmen retreated af- kidnapped, blindfolded and 
ter police used light machine bis hands and feet were tied 


the port, dty of 12 million _ at partition in 1947. 
people, the government aryj :ijDi The ‘government says. the . 

J . he qpp.osi.ri op .Mo hqji&i*r MQM* .must*, srenou nee . vio-^ 
National Movement (MQM} leoce buforeeritis complaints 
planned to continue peace about didcrimination against 
talks in Islamabad Thursday. Mohajirs in politics, jobs and 
In a joint statement issued education can be tackled. 


N.; Zealand parliament attacks nuclear tests 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
z^ew .Zealand politicians 
Tuesday sharply attacked the 
French’- government’s deci- 
sion to resume nuclear testing 
at Muhmoa atoll in the South 
.Pacific. -- 

- Prime Minister Jim Bolger, 
speaking during a special 
two-hour debate, said a re- 
solution dearly stating NEw 
Zealand's opposition to the 
resumption of tests would be 
drafted by the end of the 
week- for parliamentary 
approval. 

“The international debate 
on this issue is about getting 
world leaders to speak out 
against resumed testing,” he 
said. - 

Mr. Bolger said it was “in- 
evitable" the testing would 
be debated during the Com- 
monwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment conference to be held in 
Auckland in November. 

“The 40-odd leaders there 
will, I have little doubt, want 
to express their opposition to 
nuclear testing anywhere,” 
he said! ' _ _ 

'Foreign "Minister Don 
McKinnon accused the 
French government of being 


oblivious to world opinion. 

"There is no significant 
support for what France is’ 
doing,” he said. “The pride 
of France may be on the line, 
but there is still time to re- 
verse the decision." 

The leader of the opposi- . 
■tion Labour Party, Helen 
Clark, said the government 
should be doing more than it 
was . to increase pressure on 
France. 

“We should not be too 
cautious. France won't be 
persuaded by diplomatic 
niceties. To succeed, we may 
have to be offensive," she 
said. 

The debate did not reach 
any conclusions on what to 1 
do. Earlier Tuesday, Mr. 
Bolger met the leaders of five 
opposition parties to discuss 
ways of stepping up the pro- 
test. 

After the meeting, 
Attorney-General Paul East 
said he hoped that by the end 
of this week the government 
would be able to say whether 
it was feasible to mount a 
legal challenge fh the World 
Court on the resumption of 
nuclear tests. 


Meanwhile, protesters for 
the official Rescue Coordina- 
tion Centre in Wellington, 
was quoted by the New Zea- 
land Press Association as 
saying it was essential the 
vessels had liferafts, flares, 
other safety equipment and 
reliable radios. 

He said sailors who bad not 
been beyond local harbours 
could get “a big shock” if 
they found themselves facing 
40 knot winds and five metre 
waves in the open sea. 

. The New Zealand Press 
Association reported Tues- 
day that protest afleet orga- 
nisers said they had 25 boats 
committed to sailing in the 
fleet and there were 49 con- 
firmed from Australia. 

In Tokyo, Japanese lead- 
ers, known as some of the 
world’s most cautious diplo- 
mats, have begun talking 
tough about France’s insist- 
ence on resuming: nuclear 
testing in the Pacific. 

In the latest sign of grow- 
ing Japanese anger at the 
French action, leaders of the 
three parties in Prime Minis- 


ter Tomiichi Murayama's 
coalition met Tuesday to con- 
sider passing a parliamentary 
resolution ’ condemning the 
tests. . 

When President Chirac 
announced in June the re- 
sumption of nuclear tests, 
Japan issued a standard pro- 
test calling on France to 
abandon the tests. 

The Japanese left the big- 
gest protests to Australia, 
New Zealand and the Pacific 
Island nations, where 
thousands of demonstrators 
took to the streets calling for 
a boycott of French products, 
and a French consulate was 
firebombed. 

But with upper House elec- 
tions looming this weekend, 
senior ministers have begun 
playing the “nuclear card," 
one of the most emotive 
issues possible in the only 
country in the world to suffer 
atomic bombing. 

Out of the campaign trail, 
where he is free from the 
restriction of speaking as fi- 
nance minister, Masayoshi 
Takemura Monday called for 
protests against France. 


Bangladesh flood survivors prepare for worse 


KAMRANGIRCHAR, 
Bangladesh (Agencies) — 
Bangladeshis hit by the coun- 
try’s worst flooding m seven ^ 
years said Tuesday the after- 
math of the deluge would be 
traumatic with widespread 
hunger -and disease. 

“So far we have had only 
to skip one meal a day," said 
Sultan Ahmad in Kamrangir- 
diar, a -sprawling suburb of 
Dhaka: ■■ 

“Bat we must brace for the 
worse once the water recedes 
and sufferings increase be- 
cause of hunger and disease,” 
he told Reuters. 

Mr. Ahmad, a boatman, 
has trouble feeding his seven- 
person family still stranded in 
their -house with water up to 
its windows. 

But he said they were stiD 
better off than the thousands 
“huddled like animals" in 
shelters where they share . 
Common -toilets and fight 
over meagre supplies of 
drinking- water. 

Despite, promises by tne 
government and private 
agencies, relief supplies have 
not readied most survivors. 


“I have dedded to stay put 
as long as my roof is dry," 
said Masuma Begum, one of 
three sisters camping on their 
■ rooftop. 

"Life goes by... bnt we are 
worried for what would hap- 
pen after the floods,” she 
said. 

Almost all of the 200,000 
Kararangi rebar residents 
have been affected by the 
floods and one-quarter of 
them have lost their homes. 

They also worried because 
state radio broadcast a warn- 
ing Monday that Bangladesh 
could be.hit by a third wave 
of floods in August. 

Health officials said nearly 
250 medical teams were 
working in flooded districts ' 
trying to avert an epidemic of 
diarrhoea and other water- 
borne diseases. 

Harun Al Rashid, minister 
of disaster management and 
relief, said Monday the cur- 
rent flooding had hit 35 of the 
country's o4 administrative 
districts. 

More than 12 million peo- 
ple have been affected while 
crops on 1.7 million acres 


(680,000 hectares) were dam- 
aged, he told reporters. The 
floods killed more than 160 
people, officials and news re- 
ports said Tuesday. 

The weather office warned 
of more floods as rains con- 
tinued to drench the nation 
and the government rushed 
thousands of doctors and pa- 
ramedics with medicines to 
prevent outbreaks of cholera, 
dysentery, and malaria that 
could killed several 
thousands of malnourished 
people in days. 

Toe floods this year appear 
to be the worst since 1988, 
when 1,400 people were Wi- 
led. Most of the deaths this 
month have been caused by 
drowning and warterborne 
diseases. Last month, flash 
floods killed at least 90 peo- 
ple and left thousands of peo- 
ple homeless in the north. 

The first places where the 
government sent doctors to 
were the northern provinces 
where waters were receding, 
leaving behind a thick film of 
filth and slime across the 
terrain and polluting ground 
water- wells in villages and 
drinking water pipelines in 


cities and towns. 

More than 2,000 medical 
teams, that included 1,200 
doctors, have already been 
sent, said Sfaahinur Rahman 
at Dhaka’s Flood Control 
Centre. Seven- deaths were 
reported from relief centres 
in the flooded areas. 

Floods are an annual disas- 
ter for Bangladesh, one-third 
of which is covered by rivers, 
lakes and a ’ part of the 
world’s largest delta system 
even in the dry season. Dur- 
ing monsoons, most of these 
rivers and canals overflow 
and the huge Himalayan riv- 
ers surge down through the 
country with excess water 
- from rains and melting snows 
as for north as Nepal of 
Tibet. 

For weeks before the rains, 
poor Bangladeshis prepare 
for the floods. Cattle are 
taken and tied to posts on 
raised hillocks, chickens are 
9 placed in coops on roofs of 
houses and boats loaded with 
food and kerosene stoves are 
kept ready. The government 
renovates permanent flood 
sheltes across the nation. 


Jaffna residents call for end 
to Sri Lanka army offensive 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Tamil residents in Sri Lanka's 
northern Jaffna peninsula 
have asked the government 
to halt a military offensive 
and resume talks with separ- 
atist Tamil guerrillas, 
travellers from the region 
said. 

The Jaffna Citizen’s Com- 
mittee wrote President Chan- 
drika Kumaratnnga to open 
negotiations with the Libera- 
ti on Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) and end fighting, re- 
sidents who . crossed rebel 
lines told reportes at the 
northern Vavuniya town. 

They said the Vice Chan- 
cellor of the Jaffna Universi- 
ty, K. Gunaratnam and two 
others signed the appeal call-' 
ing for a stop to the army’s 
biggest-ever ground offensive 
begun nine days ago. 

The military has lost 69 
soldiers killed and another 
205 wounded once Operation 
Leap Forward was laun ched 
on July 9. The LTTE has 
admitted losing 97 rebels in 
the military campaign. 

Military officials here said 
the Jaffna citizens’ appeal 
would not have been wi thout 
the consent of the LTTE 
which has iron-grip control 
over all organisations in Jaff- 
na where they maintain their 
de facto state. 

The latest bout of fighting 
s tarted on April 19 when the 
LTTE called off six months 
of talks and resumed its prot- 
racted campaign for an inde- 
pendent homeland called 
Eelama in the island's north- 
east. 

The Jaffna Citizen’s appeal 
did not give details of casual- 


ties among LTTE cadres but 
said 300 civilians were killed 
and another 500 wounded 
while 300,000 men, women 
and children were made 
•homeless. 

Security forces have come 
within six kilometres of the 
town of Jaffna, the symbol of 
Tamil separatism, after the 
Leap Forward offensive and 
the Tigers have warned it 
would be a disaster for the 
army if t hey c ame any closer. 

The LTTE, in a statement 
issued at Its London office 
Tuesday, said they had 
pushed back the army from a 
78-square kilometre area 
they captured from the re- 
bels. 

However, military spokes- 
man Sarath Munasinghe de- 
nied the rebel claims and said 
they were in total control of 
the entire territory taken 
from the Tamil Tigers in the 
past nine days. 

Meanwhile, press reports 
here said that at least 30 
civilians and reb els we re kil- 
led when an LTTE truck 
loaded with arms and explo- 
sives accidentally exploded 
near Jaffna over the 
weekend. 

Tamil rebels Tuesday de- 
nied the reports of the explo- 
sion in Jaffna, Tamil sources 
said. 

Th e cla ndestine radio of 
the LTTE denied there had 
been an explosion but said 
three militants were killed in 
a blast, according to Tamil 
sources monitoring the radio 
station. 

The state-run Lankapuvath 
News Agency claimed 137 
people were killed when an 


LTTE truck loaded with ex- 
plosives accidentally blew up, 
but Brig. Munasinghe said he 
was not aware of the casual- 
ties. 

Tamils travelling from the 
northern Jaffna peninsula 
confirmed the explosion had 
occurred, but could not give 
casualty figures. 

Voice o f Tige rs radio said 
the three LTTE fighters were 
killed in an explosion in east- 
ern Batticaloa district. It did 
not say when the blast occur- 
red. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said Tuesday “many people” 
were killed in the July 10 
explosion in Jaffna. 

The ICRCs confirmation 
of the blast followed uncon- 
firmed reports over the past 
few days. 

The ICRC head, of delega- 
tion Marco Altberr said there 
was a “huge explosion” prob- 
ably involving one munitions 
truck in Jaffna town. . 

“Seventeen people' were 
wounded and we know many 
people died, but we have no 
figures,” Mr. Altherr told 
Reuters. 

He said the dead were 
LTTE cadres. 

Government-run television 
said in an unsourced report 
that the truck blew up Mon- 
day at Kokuvii, north of Jaff- 
na town. 

The Daily News newspaper ' 
Tuesday said one truck was 
about to take off on'a possi- 
ble suicide mission from a 
Tiger arms factory when the 
explosion took place. 

“The force of the detona- 
tion was magnified by 


another blast at the' arms 
factory. The dead included 
women and children,” it said, 
quoting “reports.” 

Meanwhile a Tamil female 
journalist was freed from 
police detention Tuesday af- 
ter being held for 24 hours for 
making a false declaration at 
a de facto frontier post in 
northern Sri Lanka. 

Pearl Thevanayagam, a re- 
porter on the Colombo Sun- 
day Leader* weekly, was 
arrested Monday as she re- 
turned from an area under 
the control of the separatist 
liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), police said. 

“We could not find hard 
evidence to support the 
allegations abou t her links 
with the LTTE, so we de- 
dded to release her,” -said 
Nimal Leueke, police chief in 
the northern Vavuniya re- 
gion. 

Ms. Thevanayagam had 
described herself as a teacheT 
and declared she w as vis iting 
her sister in a LTTE-held 
area. She was unable, howev- 
er. to give the address of her 
sister, police said. 

The Defence -Ministry had 
last week turned down a re- 
quest by Ms. Thevanayagam 
to visit the embattled north- 
ern region where security 
forces are currently leading a 
major gron nd offensive 
against the LTTE. 

The editor of the Sunday 
Leader, Lasantha Wickrama- 
tunga, said he was aware of 
Ms. Thevanayagam’s visit to 
the embattled north where 
she had relatives and he had 
asked her to write feature 
articles on her return. 


China to test guided missile in late July 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
People's Liberation Army is 
to conduct surface-to-surface 
guided missile training laun- 
ches in the East China Sea 
this month, the Xinhua News 
Agency said Tuesday. 

The army called on all 


ships and aircraft to keep out 
of the sea area and air space 
from July 21 to 28, Xinhua 
said. 

The training area will be in 
a radius of 10 nautical miles 
of a central point at 26 de- 
grees 22 minutes north and 


122 degrees 10 minutes east, 
it said. 

Chinese naval vessels and 
airplanes will be operating in 
the area, it said. 

“For tire safety of passing 
vessels and aircraft, the 
Chinese government requests 


the governments of releva 
countries and the authoriti 
of relevant regions to advi 
the vessels and aircraft 
their countries and regio 
against entering the said s 
area and air space during ti 
period,” Xinhua said. 


Released Kashmiri militants want hostages freed 


JAMMU,' India (AFP) — 
Four Kashmiri Muslim mili- 
tants who were freed Tues- 
day after a six-year jail term 
called for the unconditional 
release of five Western tour- 
ists held hostage in Kashmir 
by a rebel group. 

The activists, from the pro- 
independence Jammu' and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF), told reporters here 
that abductions were a blot 
on Islam. . 

“Islam, does not permit in- 
nocent people being taken 
hostage,” the JKLFs former 
acting chief Mohamarad 
Rafiq said. “If the rebels 
(holding them) are true lov- 
ers of Kashmiris, they should 
free the foreigners without 
harming them. 

“If they are not set free 
immediately, it would barm 


: the freedom straggle (in the 
state) at the international . 
level,” said Mr. Rafiq, who 
along with other three had 
been charged with secession- 
ist violence. 

A rebel group calling itself 
Al Faran seized two Amer- 
ican and two British trekkers 
in the Pahalgam area of 
Kashmir on July 4. A Ger- 
man and a Norwegian were 
then abducted four days later 
after one of the Americans 
escaped. 

Al Faran is demanding the 
release of 21 imprisoned mili- 
tants. It has threatened to kill 
the five tourists if the demand 
is not met. 

Otber Kashmiri Muslim - 
militant groups have conde- 
mned the Iridnappingf- 

Mr. Rafiq also blasted In- 
dian troops for human rights 


violations in Kashmir,' India's 
only Muslim-majority state, 
and said jailed Muslim mili- 
tants were frequently sub- 
jected to torture. 

“Jailed activists of diffe- 
rent rebel groups are given 
inhumane treatment in prison 
cells and interrogation cen- 
tres,” Mr. Rafiq said. "Many 
young boys have been killed 
in police custody." 

More than 12,000 people 
have been killed in Kashmir 
in a violent Muslim separatist 
drive raging since 1989. 
Thousands of guerrillas and 
suspects are in prisons across 
the northern state. 

The Indian government 
was confident Tuesday of 
securing the release of five 
Western tourists. 

"All efforts are being made 


to get the hostages released,'* 
said I. Raniamohan Rao, the 
New Delhi-based informa- 
tion advisor to the govern- 
ment of Kashmir. “We are 
hoping for a breakthrough.” 

He said "indirect contact” 
had been established with the 
kidnappers and it appeared 
they bave not carried out a 
threat made Monday evening 
to kill their captives. 

Al Faran had set Monday 
evening as the deadline for 
the Indian authorities to re- 
lease 21 top Muslim guerrillas 
from prison. 

After the Indian govern- 
ment foiled to comply with 
the demand, Al Faran,. in a 
statement issued to news 
agencies in this Kashmir sum- 
mer capital, warned that the 
hostages were in danger of 
being killed "at any time." 


Suu Kyi to join Burma’s Martyrs Day ceremony 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Sou Kyi will make 
her first official public 
appearance since being re- 
leased from six yean of bouse 
arrest when she joins govern- 
ment Martyrs Day cere- 
monies Wednesday. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has said she 
will lay a wreath in honour of 
her father, independence 
hero General Aung San, in 
the official ceremony. 

• Martyrs’ Day is when nr- 
ma commemorates the assas- 
sinations of Aung San and 
eight others, killed on July 
19, 1947, as they prepared for 
Burma’s independence from 
Britain. 

Aung San, the father of 
Burmese independence,- was 
chairing a cabinet meeting 
that morning when men dres- 
sed in uniforms and carrying 
gnns burst into the room and 
opened fire. 

They killed the 32-year-old 
Aung San and six of his 
ministers, plus a secretary 
and bodyguard. 

■ Police later arrested a 
politician who had been 
Aung San's main rival for the 
prime ministership of inde- 
pendent Burma and charged 
him with murder. 

Traditionally, the family 
members of the martyred 
politicians commemorate the 
day by laying wreaths at a 
mausoleum near the Shweda- 
gen Pagoda in Rangoon. 

Ms. Sun Kyi’s participation 
in the ceremony will be her 
first appearance at a major 
public event since being re- 
leased from six years of noose 
arrest on July 10. 

Although die has spoken 
to supporters at her gate and 
held several news confer- 
ences. Ms. Suu Kyi has only 


ventured out of her lakeside 
home a few times, leaving in 
cars with tinted windows to 
avoid detection by crowds 
waiting outside her front 
gale. 

Diplomats say she had not 
crane ont sooner in part over 
concern about a possible 
boisterous reaction by her 
supporters. 

Bnt they said she had to 
attend the Martyrs Day cere- 
monies after bemg invited by 
the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Councfl 
(SLORC). 

“I think she has to attend,” 
one Asian diplomat said. “If 
not, it would reflect badly on 
her, especially to the people. 
It’s her father they are com- 
memorating and the govern- 
ment has invited her.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi has said she 
wants and needs to maintain 
a dialogue with the military 
government in Rangoon in 
order to achieve democracy 
in Burma. 

The SLORC has still made 
no official announcement of 
the 50-year-old Nobel peace 
laureate's release in the state- 
run media, and the Martyrs 
Day ceremony will be the 
first time Ms. Suu Kyi and 
military leaders are seen 
together since her release. 

The ceremony is expected 
to be quiet. Diplomats pre- 
dicted there would be little 
time for the public to get 
involved or get emotional. 

. The events of Martyrs’ Day 
six years ago may have been 
the impetus behind Msi Suu 
Kyi’s arrest on Jnly 20, 1989, 
after she and the party she 
co-founded, the National 
League for Democracy, 
announced their own plans 
for commemorating the day. 

Military authorities re- 


sponded by filling the streets 
with troops quickly and Ms. 
Suu Kyi, who had made cri- 
tical attacks on the military in 
the days before, called off the 
march because she feared 
more bloodshed. 

She was placed under 
house arrest the following 
day. 

Ms.- Suu Kyi kept up meet- 
ings with National League for 
Democracy (NLD) officials 
Tuesday in a bid to rebuild 
and unify the leading orga- 
nisation of Burma’s pro- 
democracy movement- 

Ms. Sun Kyi was stressing 
NLD unity in talks with the 
officials, from whom she was 
asking for — and receiving — 
pledges of total support as 
she tried to rebuild foe orga- 
nisation, the dissident’s aides 
said. 

The NLD, founded in 
1988, is an umbrella organisa- 
tion of many opposition 
groups representing a broad 
range of opinion. It has been 
largely ineffectual recently, 
with several top leaders still 
in jail and others in hiding. 

Some 30 NLD members 
from Saging Division fa 
northwest Burma near the 
border with India were 
admitted to her lakeside 
home in the morning. One 
observer said they were NLD 
organisers and members of 
the region's executive com- 
mittee. 

Ms. Sun Kyi has been 
meeting daily with top NLD 
officials since her release 
from nearly six years of house 
arrest on Jnly 10. 

Aye Win, a cousin who has 
been functioning as Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s press liasion, told re- 
porters that she would later 
see other NLD groups as well 


as some dissidents. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has said tl 
. she was not hying to recre 
the NLD of 1989, but v 
trying to build an organi 
tion that could be effect 
today. 

Aung San Suu Kyi was 
co-founder of the NLD, a 
as the daughter of natioi 
hero Aung San, campaign 
widely for the party ahead 
elections that the NLD swt 
in April 1990: - 

Meanwhile, an inform 
source said Ms. Suu Kj 
husband, British acaden 
Michael Aris, and thi 
youngest son, Kim, bad be 
given visas and would arri 
.here on July 27. 

Mr. Aris' last visit was 
January and his snbseqne 
requests for visas were c 
mod. A recent issue of t 
official daily New Light 
Myanmar said the gover 
mem felt Mr. Aris had b 
come too political. 

When Mr. Aris left 
January he carried out wj 
him a statement by Ms. Si 
Kyi that he released to tl 
press in Bangkok. In it si 
pledged to keep fighting f 
democracy and to never 1 
her people down. 

In Bangkok, a leading Bo 
mese student dissident grot 
called on the junta to folio 
up Ms. Snu Kyi’s release l 
holding talks between tl 
SLORC and leaders of ti 
various ethnic and pri 
democracy groups. 

The All Burma Student 
Democratic Front, in a stat 
ment to mark Martyrs Da- 
also denounced the jnni 
“for their broken promise 
concerning the democrat 
reform” and demanded ti 
release of all political prisoi 
eis. 



pinion & Analysis 


jOAdan 


,c wirnNESPAY, ». »*, 



Jfsrifetn. Times 


AH inJnvmjem AM* political d>il« puUnhnl in FJtRMl K ItK iord«n Pm* FpvnfaooK 
EuiNnhtd WW 

»— . b w->u j* vjfWn. j*-i ue_. V->r- *-> V-jc j** jw* 


Chairipan or the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AM AD 

Edhor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 
Editorial anti advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road. P.O. Box 6710. Amman. Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6. 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Fa csimile: 6961 83 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Vital resources 


PALESTINIAN AND ISRAELI 
negotiators still have another target 
date to meet in their talks on the 
second stage of their peace process. 
Israeli Foreign Minister S him on 
Peres recently admitted that only 60 
per cent of the work that needs to be 
done before the July 25 deadline 
had been completed. The Palesti- 
nian side is less optimistic conceding 
that agreement on security, elec- 
tions and water sharing have yet to 
be reached. 

It seems that of all the pending 
issues, the water problem could 
prove to be the most difficult to 
resolve. It is well-known that Israel 
has become accustomed to the use of 
water from the acquifers situated in 
the West Bank to satisfy Israel’s 
water needs and may not be ready 
to give up this vital source of water. 
Under international law, the water 
resources in the Palestinian territor- 
ies belong to. the Palestinian people. 
But under Israeli practices, past 
and present, Palestinian waters 
have been tapped .for exclusive 
Israeli use. As a matter of fact the 
Israelis had been drawing water 
from Arab lands without the Arabs’ 
knowledge over the decades that 
preceded the 1967 occupation of the 
West Bank. 

The water crisis in the Middle 
East can break or make the kind of 
regional peace that we are all sear- 
ching for. Most probably Israel 
would be ready to make concessions 
on ever}' subject concerning the 
Palestinians except on water. That’s 
why we continue to be concerned 
not only about the fate of the July 25 
deadline but also about the future of 
the entire Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THROUGH HrS ongoing campaign to rally the world 
community to deal promptly with the Bosnian question. 
His Majesty King Hussein is aiming ar safeguarding the 
United Nations credibility on the one hand and rescuing 
the embattled Bosnian nation on the other, said Al Ral 
daily Tuesday. Moved by the atrocities committed by the 
Serbian forces against the defenceless population. King 
Hussein is trying to urge the world community to shoulder 
its responsibility and save the victims of the savage war. 
said the paper. The situation in Bosnia has deteriorated to 
such a degree that no further delay for saving the civilian 
population can be tolerated through whatever possible 
means, said the daily. Noting that the United Nations was 
fast losing its credibility because of its failure to provide 
protection to the civilians even in the so-called safe havens, 
the paper said that unless prompt action is taken, the 
so-called new world order will soon vanish to be replaced 
by total chaos on a world-wide scale, leaving the globe at 
die mercy of savages and aggressors who are not harnessed 
by any law or restricted by any rules. The paper said King 
Hussein’s bid to help the Bosnian population deserves full 
backing from the Arab and Muslim nations as well as the 
world community at large. 


COMMENTING ON the success of a visit to Saudi Arabia 
by Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti. a writer in Al 
Dustour said that the visit has opened the way for 
Jordanian agricultural products to be exported to Saudi 
markets, Dairy products and vegetables will soon be on 
their way to Saudi markets provided they carry a certificate 
declaring that they are free of any contamination, added 
Mohammad Subeihi. However, the writer said, the Saudis 
have the right to demand such certificate because they must 
have read reports in the Jordanian press that certain crops 
are treated with hormones and others contain chemicals 
harmful to man's health. Saying that he had received a 
letter from a Jordan Valley farmer complaining that such 
report had actually appeared in the press- the writer said 
that journalists should be careful about what they write 
since such reports tend to harm national interests- 
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Why U.S. politicians ignore Arab; interests 


By Ghassan Bishara 


IN LATE May, in his rush 
to please the Israeli govern- 
ment and its allies in the 
United States, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, with great 
eagerness, instructed his 
ambassador at the United 
Nations to veto a resolution' 
critical of Yitzhak Rabin's 
decision to confiscate 140 
acres of land from their 
Arab owners in East Jeru- 
salem. Mr. Rabin's reversal 
of the same decision a few 
days later ought to send a 
strong message to U.S. off!' 
cials that using Jerusalem in 
any way to promote their 
political ambitions could 
become both embarassing 
and costly diplomatically. 
Republican leaders Dole 
and Gingrich, therefore, 
should learn from this inci- 
dent, and should weigh 
carefully' their pandering to 
pro-Israel forces at the ex- 
pense of Jerusalem. 

It is probably easy to 
understand why American 
politicians feel so careless 
and daring in their treat- 
ment of issues that concern 
the Arabs. The last time. 
U.S. and Western leaders 
paid any serious attention 
to the Arabs was more than 
20 years ago, during the 
height of the Nasser era. 
Since then, matters in the 
Arab World have gone 
from bad to worse, and 
sadly enough, have not 
touched bottom yet. The 
normally pathetic political 
conditions in the Arab are- 
na have become more so 
after the Gulf war, and the 
usually disunited Arab 
leaders and fragmented 
Arab World have 
altogether come unglued in 
its aftermath. Whatever 
semblance there was for 
Arab brotherhood and 
affinity has all but dis- 
appeared, leaving the re- 
gion weaker than ever in its 
comtemporary history. 


health, cohesiveness, finan- 
cial competence and effec- 
tiveness of the Arab Amer- 
ican organisations operat- 
ing here in Washington. 
Never really known for 
their superior performance 
at any time since they were 
established, these organisa- 
tions have become a pale 
shadow even of their own 
recent past. A recent 
national convention of the 
Arab-American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, 
'the largest such organisa- 
tion, managed to draw one 
or two members of Con- 
gress throughout its four- 
day meeting, while the 
American-Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) was “honoured" 
by the presence of more 
than 1^0 members from 
both Houses, including 
Dole himself, in addition, 
that is, to President Gin- 
ton. 


The weakness of the 
Arab- American 
organisations 


This picture of the Arab 
Middle East, in fact, can 
best be discerned when 
viewed against the general 


Since the health and sta- 
ture of these Arab- 
American organisations is a 
fair reflection of the Arab 
governments in the Middle 
East, it becomes easy to 
.understand - -why American : 
politicians of all coltnug and 
political peisuSSions'fio not 
take into consideration 
either Arab interests or 
potential reactions. The 
U.S. embassy affair is a 
case in point. Every four 
years, various office seekers 
in the U.S., in pursuit of 
money and votes, place 
their goods on the streets of 
American cities and begin 
to peddle them to the high- 
est bidder. The perception 
among those politicians that 
U.S. Jews are wealthy and 
committed to Israel makes 
them a prime target of the 
politicians' flattery and 
sales rhetoric. It often hap- 
pens that the commodity 
exhibited for sale to this 
community is Jerusalem. 
All previous governments 
of Israel have sought to 
have the U.S. recognise 
Jersualem as the capital 
city. Because of the reli- 
gious. historical and politic- 
al significance of Jerusalem, 
and due to the acknow- 
ledged complexity of its leg- 
al status — not the potential 
Arab reaction — the U.S. 


government has been un- 
able to comply with Israeli 
wishes. 

During AIPACs annual 
policy conference. Bob 
Dole, the Senate Republi- 
can leader and his party's 
front-runner fbr next year's 
presidential election, sur- 
prised his audience when he 
Spelt out his plans for Jeru- 
salem. He said that he 
would propose a bill on the 
Senate floor to transfer the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem. 
/R would require the U.S. 
government to start con- 
structing the embassy in 
Jerusalem not later than the 
end of .19%, to be com- 
pleted by the end of 1999. 
Otherwise, Mr- Dole said, 
his bill would deny the State 
Department half of the 
money allotted to foreign 
projects. Mr. Dole assured 
them that his counterpart in 
Congress. Newt Gingrich, 
would introduce the same 
bill there. 


established full control ovtfr 
Jerusalem “by force.” Arid 
while he had already feigned 
a non-binding Senate state- 
ment proclaiming Jeru- 
salem as the capital of 
Israel, at the time he prom- 
ised to recant it and in a 
speech on the Senate- floor 
stated view that the U.S. 
should not be trying to de- 
cide the future of Jerusalem 
on its own. Following his- 


Lobbying is one of 
Washington's most thriving 
industries. It is in short the 
right Of all Americans to 
ptftition their representa- 
tives, and the winners are 
usually those communities 


who titve the skill, motiva- 
tion and n 
While the Arabs have the 


money to succeed. 


visit to Baghad, Mr. Dole 
also advised President; Bush 


that he found the Iraqi pres- 


ident “a leader to whom the- 
ft.'? 


What makes Mr. Dole's 
pandering to Israel's allies 
particularly amusing and 
fascinating is not that he is 
not expected to do so be- 
cause of who he is, but 
because those who have .fol- 
lowed his interests' in the 
Middle East conflict still 
remember his past stands 
and statements on the sub- 
ject. In 1990, after a trip to 
the Middle East which in- 
cluded a meeting with Iraqi 
President Saddam Htissein, 
Mr. Dole had to defend 
himself against criticism in 
Washington with regard to 
statements attributed to 
him while still in the Middle 
East. On one of his stops'in 
the region, Mr. Dole was 
quoted as describing Israel 
as a ‘‘spoiled child"; he was 
also reported to have sug- 
gested that Israel's aid from 
the U.S. should be reduced 
by five per cent. Such talk 
obvioulsy did not please the 
Israeli lobby, who never- 
theless refrained from criti- 
cising him as vigrously as 
they would' any other offi- 
cial. precisely because oFhis 
position in the Senate. 

Not only that, but Mr. 
Dole at the time wdnt on to 


United States could tall 
All of that was before 
Senator Dole decided' to 
have another run at tb4 
White House, his last since 
he is now 71. Mr. Dole's 
pandering to the organism! 
Jewish community will not 
win him many Jewish vote* 
or much Jewish money, 
basically because they dd 
not trust him, but it will 
further cheapen U.-S. politi- 
cians in the eyes of the 
voter. Many American 
presidents and Congresses 
nave been elected into 
office by a majority of a 
minority, smee less than SO 
per cent of the electorate 
chose to exercise their most 
basic democratic right. * 


.51 important ingredient 
„ ffifbney — they obviously 
ftek^the other two. That 
grants the Israel lobby a 
free hand and an open field 
H) do as it wishes. Its exper- 
tise in this an, in fact, goes 
tfs.fer back as the late 1940s, 
dNien President Truman 
Vta stoking election and 
deeded money to undertake 
an important campaign pro- 
A Jewish friend or his 
advanced the money and. 
when elected, Truman paid 
backJn political currency by 


supporting the partitioning 
of Palestine. — 


. The pattern 

has continued, with added 
refinement here and there, 
throughout all American 


„ jMectiOns; now it is Mr. 
> Dole’s tui 


:’s turn to put it to work 
f&t Info. ‘ 


A one-Vray street for 
Israel 


From a purely American ■ 
perspective, nothing really 
has changed; U.S. politics is 
such that it is quite normal 
for politicians to pander to 
the voters. What is particu- 
larly disturbing when it 
comes to Middle East issues: 
is that this behaviour has 
been a one-way street in 
favour of Israel, and the 
Arabs have never had a 
look-in. 


• When debated in Con- 
gress,- Mr. Dole’s bill is 
.likely to sail through, espe- 
* dally Since 92 other sena- 
tors Ufcve already signed a 
. hod-binding resolution to 
dUbeffect, And in spite of 
the* Clinton Admin istra- 
,#on's half-hearted oposi- 
•Upn to the bill at this point, 
ihany observers believe 
that, once it is at his desk, 
Mr. Clinton will not hesi- 
tate to sign it. The same 
observers believe that re- 
gardless of the prospects of 
die bill, Mr. Dole will gain 
littld, if ahy. of the Jewish 
vote or money. Given the 
fchoitos available, Amer- 
ican Jews will certainly vote 


criticise Israeli policy with 
ilem. He ai 


regard to Jerusalem. He ac- 
cused Israel of having 


Mr. Dole's pandaring to 
Israel's lobby has been far 
from amusing. Polititol 
commentators here" haVe 
expressed more amazement 
about those who are ques- 
tioning Mr. Dole's, be- 
havioot than about the phe- ' 
nomenon on itself. -tSomi 
have ■‘commented 'that 
pandering is so much a part 
of politics that it is not 
worth stressing the obvious. ' 


for Mr. Clinton, the best 
jtadtWi 


• most generous pres- 
idenl tWer as far as Israel is 
dbncBtncd. And while the 
stakes involved in this pro- 


ject. meaning the future of 
tiralei 


Jerusalem, are extremely 
high, 'unfortunately the 
Aralfcdeaders in both the 
$£-S. a and in the Middle East 
difU.'onoe gain, fail to rise 
H?*the occasion. 


Middle East International 


U.S. viewed as likely 
to keep sanctions on 



By Jack Redden 
Reuter 


BAGHDAD — Nearly five 
years after the United Na- 
tions imposed sanctions on 
Iraq for invading Kuwait, 
diplomats in Baghdad ray 
the United States is in- 
creasingly alone in its un- 
compromising hostility to 
President Saddam Hussein. 

But few expect Washing- 
ton to allow an easing of the 
ban on Iraqi oil exports 
soon. 

"It all depends on the 
United States." said one 
diplomat. "This year no- 
thing will happen, next year 
will be the U.S. presidential 
election, so (President) 
Gimon can’t change his 
policy. Until 1997, 1 think it 
will stay like this.” 

Sanctions were possible 
only because of the unique 
political situation five years 
ago. with a collapsing 
Soviet Union willing to fol- 
low the U.S. lead. 

Most diplomats believe 
that, especially with differ- 
ences emerging over these 
sanctions, it would be hard 


to organise such a broad 
coalition again. 

The U.N- resolutions im- 
mediately after Iraq’s Au- 
gust 1990 invasion were in- 
tended to get it out of 
Kuwait. This was accom- 
plished with arms rather 
than diplomacy early in 
1991. 

Later U.N. resolutions 
focused on ensuring that 
Iraq could not again 
threaten its neighbours, 
especially with nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons or ballistic missiles 
to deliver them. 

That has largely been 
accomplished. The ’last re- 
port by Rolf Ekeus. head of 
the U.N. programme to eli- 
minate those weapons, is 
now trying to verify the end 
of the biological weapons 
programme — the last ma- 
jor gap in his mission. 

Baghdad admitted in ear- 
ly July, after four years of 
dem'ab, that it had run a 
biological weapons prog- 
ramme. but it failed to give 
Dr. Ekeus documents to 
prove that it had ended. 
U.N. experts are back in 


Baghdad seeking evidence 
before Dr. Ekeus can re- 
port that his mission has 
bebn accomplished. 

But even if he finally tells 
the U.N. Security Council 
that Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction have been eli- 
minated. most diplomats in 
Baghdad believe Washing- 
ton is ready to use its veto 
to ensure that the sanctions 
remain. 

More information to be 
gained about Iraq's arms 
programmes is limited. A 
vast system of aerial and 
remote-control monitoring, 
which was to continue re- 
gardless of an end to sanc- 
tions. is mainly to ensure 
the status quo. 

"If anything was buried 
and not found in the first 
two years, it will not be 
discovered now," said one 
foreign source in Baghdad. 

The United States has 
tied an casing of sanctions 
to behaviour well beyond 
arms requirements, such os 
producing a good human 
rights record. 

Diplomats cite several 
reasons for Washington to 


take a harder line thin 
others Jn the Security Coun- 
cil, especially France and 
Russia, which would like an 
easing of the oil embargo if 
Dr. Ekeus rays arms rex 
qui remen ts have been met. 

Only Britain has backed 
Washington, but its officials 
privately express increasii&- 
unease. 

Among if.S. goatf. tfieV 
say, is minimising Iraqi in - " 
fine nee while Washing^ 
tries to secure Isracli-Afib 
peace elsewhere and a . 
sire to prevent Iraqi iff 
from pushing down world 
oil prices when Saudi Ara- 
bia has financial problems 
and needs high earnings to 
pay for billions of dollars of 
U.S. goods. 


U.S. is quite happy 
to sett tilings stay as they 

are, otherwise they would 
Shut down trade on Turkish 
said one diplo- 


Few think Washington 
now wants the early fall of 
President Saddam, whicli 
could force the need for 4 
new policy. Most difilomats 
see him as solidly inpower, 
with enough legal imports 
of food and illegal imports 
of other items to kcep.Jhe 
country functioning. • 


Even if the United States 
wanted to shift position on 
Iraq, fhc demonisation of 
President Saddam that be- 
an with the invasion of 
Kuwait would make it poii- 
ncally' difficult at home, 
especially in an election 
year. 

Most diplomats believe 
that in the long run the 
United States will have to 
resume relations with Iraq 
pote&iially the richest and 
most powerful Arab state in 
the region. It is a natural 
counterweight to [ran. 
tfhich Washington sees as a 


~ — avw 05 a 

threat to Middle East stabil- 

However ,hcy ay thc 
timing of that shift — and 
the lifting of sanctions — 
hill btf determined bv U.S 
intereiKS outside Iraq' TW 
So n« expect it soon. 

' • U ■ 




It Occured 
to Me 


By Ali Kassay 


I’m on the 
lighway, get 
out of my 
way! - 


The draft law imposing harsher 
penalties for traffic virinw 
was rejected by the parliamen- 
tary committee studying it on 
the grounds that it was designed 
to raise revenue rather than 
make the roads safer. This rais-. 
es a number of -interesting ques- 
tions: .. 

First, by what right did the 
Traffic Department start imple- 
menting a law before it had 
been ratificatied? Moreover, 
should the draft be totally 
rejected, would the citizens 
who have been fined at the 
steeper rates be entitled to com- 
pensation? 

Second, there appears to be una- 
nimity that action is long overdue. 
So why was nothing done until His 
Majesty King Hussein ordered it 
personally? 1 am second to none in 
mv great esteem for our gracious 
Sovereign; but what kind of society 
awaits idly the Monarch’s personal 
intervention to address basic prob- 
lems like a public brawl or road 
safely? 

Third, is the approach adopted by 
the Traffic Department likely to 
provide a satisfactory answer? 
Harsh punishment, assuming that it 
is applied universally and consis- 
tently, can be an effective deterrent 
against wrongdoing; but would it 
be sufficient alone? Traffic 
offences occur because most of Jor- 
dan's motorists and pedestrians suf- 
fer from a total lack of road sense 
or civic awareness, both of which 
can only be developed by cduca- 
, cion. In the early sixties the Traffic 
Department raised the slogan: "Dri- 
ving is skill, tact, and civility." 
Thirty jKars later, all three ingredi- 
ents remain absent from our roads. 

Basic skills like the use of lanes 
are non-existent notions. Motorists 
appear to believe- that the preuy 
white lines on the road are intended 
lor them to align the centre of their 
vehicles while they gaze and toot 
the horn at the girl walking on the 
pavement Moreover, ir,; ay driving 
schools teach had driving. For 
instance, they teach learners not to 
use die hand brake when -taking off 
on a slope. Consequently, when 
lights change on a hill, cars may 
roll back by up to a metre and a half 
before they move forward eventual- 
ly. 

Concerning tact many Jordanian 
motorists recognise correct behav- 
iour and wave their t hanks to one 
who respects their right of way. 
Therefore, by simple logic, one 


would- imagine that they might * 
qquaily recognise incorrect behav- 
iour and avoid h. This is where 
logic fails. Moiorisis here seem to 
believe thar acts, reprehensible 
when committed by others, become 
correct when perpetrated by' them- 
selves. They should be taught that 
this is not the case. 

Civility, finally, is all about group 
sense. If one were driving alone in 
the great open spaces, surrounded 
on all directions by the void, he 
could stop, take off or turn in any 
direction just when thc whim takes 
him, and at any speed be chooses. 

On a congested road he cannot. 
Nevertheless, our drivers do. 

Pedestrians also are far from 
faultless. They clearly believe that 
their flesh and bones can withstand 
impact with metallic objects wrigb- 
ing tyo tons and hurtling towards 
them a 60 kilometres an hour. To 
warn them of your car's approach w 
will attract a disdainful glance of ** 
defiance, but no motion away from 
the centre or the road. 

Statements like these always - 
attract the stock response: "Things 

are just as bad if not worce in many 

other countries.- Fine. Say this to 
a citizen wbo'Miffers an injury or a 
disability on the road. 

Tell him m derive solace fitim the 

knowledge that, were be in Fbr- • 
awaysian. be would belong lo a big- 
ficr group of similarly afflioed peo- 
ple. Thc objective here is to make 
^ nads in Jordan ^ 

motorist* and pedestrians. To 
achieve tins objective, education is 
needed. 
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Weeks after quake, survivors await 
deliverance by Russian government 


By David Ger main 

Ibe Associated Press 

NEFTEGORSK, Russia — 
Since an earthquake level- 
led this dty, there has been 
no release for survivors who 
' linger in the ruins, pleading 
for a distant bureaucracy to 
find them new homes far 
from this place. 

The 7.5 magnitude quake 
May 28 killed two-thirds of 
the 3,000 people who lived 
in Neftegorsk, on the north- 
ern, tip of 'Sakhalin Island 
along Russia’s Pacific coast, 
6500 kilometres from Mos- 
cow. 

About 300 • people re- 
main, milling about as bull- 
dozers rumble through 
town cleaning up what little 
the quake left behind. 

The people complain of 
boredom, of the relentless 
summer mosquitoes, of out- 
dated juice canned In 1990 
that arrived among relief 
supplies, of humanitarian 


aid they claim was shipped 
from around the world but 
never arrived here. 

Mostly, they complain 
about a government that 
has kept them in the dark 
about when they will be 
resettled. Many say they 
want homes on Russia’s 
mainland, away from 
Sakhalin and the chance of 
another quake. 

“We still live here now 
and we don’t have energy to 
do anything else,” said 
Valentina Velikanova, 
whose daughter, mother 
and niece died in the quake. 
“We finally buried every- 
body, and now we don’t 
have anything to do or any- 
where to go. We feel like 
we’ve been left behind.” 

The people of Neftegorsk 
had a diversion last week 
when Sakhalin Gov. Igor 
Farkhutdinov toured the 
mined city with Alaska 
Gov. Tony Knowles, who 
delivered 9,000 kilogram- 
mes of medical supplies 


gathered by residents of his 
state.- 

Mr. Farkhutdinov tried 
to leave without meeting 
survivors, but they faced 
him down at, his helicopter 
and demanded answers. 

“We have been waiting 
for you, and now it seems 
you are leaving” a woman 
shouted at Mr. Farktautdi- 
nov as the governor was 
surrounded by about 100 
residents. 

"You don’t have to com- 
plain” Mr. Farkhutdinov 
snapped. “If you want to 
talk, let’s talk. Don’t get 
j angry. If you come to com- 
plain, I cannot accept your 
complaint.” 

Mr. Farkhutdinov then 
spent an hour fielding ques- 
tions and assuring residents 
the government was doing 
all it could. 

“The ministry of Finance 
is moving slowly, and it’s a 
long ways away,” be said, 
referring to the agency 
.trying to come up with 100 


billion rubles — about S22 
million — to find housing 
for quake survivors. 

The earthquake col- 
lapsed block after block of 
shoddy high-rise apartment 
buildings constructed under 
Soviet rule 30 years ago. 
Most of the townspeople 
lived in them, and most 
died there. 

On the ninth day after 
the quake, officials held a 
service for the victims, to 
mark the separation of soul 
from body, in keeping with 
Russian Orthodox.' tradi- 
tion, said Anatoli Brisldn, 
who oversees police and 
security forces on Sakhalin 
Island. On the 40th day, 
they marked the passage of 
souls from this earth, he 
said. 

Near what used to be the 
centre of town is one of the 
last new things thatr will 
ever be built in this quake- 
prone region, a cemetery 
where dirt mounds are 
marked by wooden crosses 


and already fading ribbons. 

The government has de- 
cided to raze the remaining 
buildings ami leave only the 

S aves and a memorial at 

e ate. 

Wandering among the 
dead was Vika Otesik, 
whose 8-year-old son, Leo, 
was killed along with her 
brother and her husband’s 
parents. Ms. Olesik and her 
husband were out of town 
when the quake hit, and 
they had left the boy with 
his grandparents. 

Ms. Olesik* does not 
know if her son. who was 
nearly 9, and her in-laws 
were killed by the quake or 
a-fire that broke out in their 
collapsed apartment build- 
ing right after. 

Days after the quake, her 
son’s chaired bones were 
found in the ruins. 

. “I wish they would/have 
died in the earthquake be- 
cause I think it would have 
been more terrible to 
bum,” Ms. Olesik said. 


"Many people burned alive 
in the rubble.” 

Close by the graveyard, 
unused, plank coffins are 
piled on the muddy ground. 
A scruffy cat pokes among 
the rubble of a shop where 
a broken cash register prot- 
rudes from the stones. 

Among the debris is a 
discarded mask worn by a 
rescue worker to cover the 
stench of the corpses. In a 
moment of dark humour 
during the rescue, someone 
stuck one of the masks on a 
statue, of Soviet founder 
Vladimir Lenin, whose like- 
ness still stands in a barren 
patch of dirt where work 
crews have cleared away 
the rubble of collapsed 
buildings. 

A baby stroller and a 
tricycle lie overturned on a 
lawn. The dead included 
about 300 children. 

“At our school, all the 
grades had 30 children be- 
fore. No grade now would 
have more than five chil- 


dren,” Mr. Velikanova 
said. “Almost all the chil- 
dren died.” 

. Twe Ive children 
orphaned by the quake 
already have been adopted, 
and 3,000 people around 
Russia have offered to 
adopt 59 others who lost 
their families. The orphans 
include 4-month-old Arka- 
diy Degtyer, who was pul- 
led from the mins of the 
house where his parents 
died. ' 

Many homes were dam- 
aged and unlivable, so 
many of the people still 
'here are living in dachas, 
small 'Summer homes with 
gardens, many of them little 
more than shacks. 

Seven-year-old Yuri Voz- 
nuk, whose father was kil- 
led when the family’s five- 
floor apartment house 
caved in, said he and six 
others are sharing one of 
the tiny houses until the 
government resettles them. 

The government hoped 


to issue certificates for new 
housing to the remaining 
survivors by this weekend, 
but moving them to new 
locales might take much 
longer, said Valery Belono- 
sov, director of Sakhalin's 
Transportation Depart- 
ment. 

All survivors will have to 
be out of Neftegorsk by the 
end of September, when 
the region’s harsh winter 
sets in and the dachas will 
provide little shelter, he 
said. 

“After that, Neftegorsk 
will just to gone,” Mr. Be- 
lonosov said. 

Despite the government's 
promises, the people of 
Neftegorsk left their meet- 
ing with the Sakhalin gov- 
ernor feeling no better. 

“Considering this is Rus- 
sia, and considering the way 
the financial situation is. 
this is probably as good as 
we can expect,” said one 
survivor, Sergei Vishnevs- 
ky. 
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Sri Lanka under pressure 
to end war against Tigers 


By Rohan Gunasekera 

Reuter 

COLOMBO — Interna- 
tional pressure could force 
Sri Lanka to suspend an 
army offensive against 
Tamil Tiger separatists if 
the rebels sue for peace, 
defence officials and 
analysts say. 

Western countries, Au- 
stralia and Russia expressed 
concern last week about the 
loss of civilian life in the 
offensive, now pushing 
dose to die northern guer- 
,rilla stronghold of Jaffna, 
and urged both rides to 
return to the negotiating 
“table. - • • i 

Defence analysts said the' ; 
military were worried the 1 • 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels could 
try to buy tune by offering 
to resume talks and regain 
international sysmpathy by 1 
alleging large-scale civilian 
casualties in the offensive. 

“If civilian casualties 
mount the international 
community will complain,” 
former air force chief Air 
Marsha) Harry Goonetileke 
told Reuters. “Go for the 
terrorists ‘by all means but 
protect civilians.” 

A senior Jaffna church- 
man said 121 people died 
when the air force bombed 
*a Catholic church .packed 
with refugees last week, 
when some 10,000 troops, 
backed by tanks, artillery 
and air support launched an 
offensive against the Tigers. 
“Naturally we are con- 


cerned about the civilians,” 
a Western diplomat said. 
“The bombing of the 
church was particularly 
shocking, but as long as it is 
not repeated and the inci- 
dent is investigated, it won't 
be that harmful to the gov- 
ernment.” 

The government says it is 
investigating the . church 
bombing. 

The army advanced to 
within six km of Jaffna town 
by week’s end, having cap- 
tured more -territory from 
the rebels who are fighting 
for an independent home- 
land for minority Tamils in 
the north and east. 

“We prefer that the 
.offensive be stopped and 
negotiations' be resumed-to 
find- a political settlement 
but for that there have to be 
two cooperative parties,” 
the diplomat added. 

The independent Sunday 
Island newspaper quoted 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte as 
telling government minis- 
ters last week that the army 
will continue its offensive 
since it had been pushed 
into the war. 

It said Mr. Ratwatte bad 
replied with a firm “No” 
when asked if the govern- 
ment would stop the offen- 
sive if the Tamil Tigers 
offers to resume peace 
talks. 

The government has said 
it will soon unveil its long- 
awaited “peace package” 
devolving power to satisfy 
minority Tamil demands for 
autonomy to try to end the 


12-year ethnic war in which 
more than 50,000 people 
have died. 

The government’s plan 
seems to be to launch a big 
offensive against the Tamil 
Tigers, announce a big vic- 
tory and then unveil its poli- 
tical solution to end the 
war, defence analysts said. 

“The offensive appears 
to be part of the govern- 
ment’s overall political 
strategy to set the stage for 
its political package,” 
analyst Ram Manikkaling- 
am said recently. “The gov- 
ernment probably feels it 
requires a show of military 
strength.” 

Relief porkers add 
church officials said 
casualties had been heavy 
since the army launched 
“Operation Leap For- 
ward”. 

More than 3,000 badly 
wounded people had ar- 
rived at the Jaffna hospital 
for treatment and some 
300,000 fled their homes to 
escape bombing and shell- 
ing, they said. 

Mr. Goonetileke said he 
does not believe the Tigers 
will resume peace talks but 
added the government 
could lose international 
sympathy as well as the 
support of the Tamils if 
civilians are hurt in the 
fighting. 

The Tigers unilaterally 
broke off a 14-week truce, 
withdrew from peace talks- 
and resumed hostilities in 
April. More than 600 peo- 
ple have died since then. 


OIC to meet 

(Continued from page Z) 

He held talks Tuesday, 
with U.N: Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali 
who made a brief stopover 
in Cairo on route to Gene- 
va at the end .of a six-day 
tour of Africa. 

“This meeting was called 
following the brutal 
''occupation by Serbian 
* forces of the dty of Srebre- 
nica, declared ‘a safe zone 1 
by the United Nations, and 
in the face of Serb offen- 
sives against the towns of 
Zepa and Gorazde. 


Arafat, Peres 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israel Radio reported. 

Nabil Shaath, the' chief 
Palestinian negotiator, sent 
an urgent message to Mr. 
Arafat asking him to per- 
suade the Israeli government 
to be more flexible, the 
Yediot Aharon ot newspaepr 
reported. But Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin reportedly in- 
structed Israeli negotiators 
□ot to make concessions on 
water. 

Mr. Rabin told the Par- 
liamentary Foreign Affairs 
and Defence Committee on 
Monday that “without agree- 


ment on the water issue we 
shall not sign the agree- 
ment,” committee spokes- 
man Yair Amikam said. 

Mr. Rabin said he agreed 
with Benny Begin, a leader of 
the opposition Likud Party, 
that handing over control of 
the towns in the West Bank 
could pose a real threat to 
Israel’s water resources. 

Mr. Begin accused the 
Palestinian Authority of 
“wild and uncontrolled” 
pumping of water from wells 
in the Gaza Strip, creating a 
■ risk of salinity. 


King receives 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli government was tak- 
ing slow peace strides with 
the Palestinians until Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat 
“ensures an end to terror- 
ism” and can guarantee the 
security of Israelis,” the 
sources added. 

Shas is an ultra-religious. 
non-Zionist Sephardi party 
established before the elec- 
tions to the *llth Knesset 
(1984) in protest over the 
inappropriate representation 
of the Sephardi sector in the 
“Agudat Yisrael” list; it is 
believed to be a power- 
broker in Israeli policy. 

While considering to enter 
the battle of the coming pres- 
idential elections in Israel in 
1996, Shas has not yet de- 
cided who it will ally itself 
with in order to kick the 
balance out of either the 
Likud br Labour parties, the 
main^Ttvals over leadership in 
the Jeffish state, Israeli diplo- 
mats said. 

The Israeli delegation, 
which arrived here Tuesday 
by plane from Israel, will 
leave Jordan tomorrow fol- 
lowing a trip to the ancient 
dty of Petra. 


Sharif Zeid 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sudan, noting that the Jorda- 
nian government was in 
touch with the two govern- 
ments to defuse the dispute, 
according to Dr. Ensour. 

In reply to a question ab- 
out Jordanian relations with 
Gulf states, Dr.' Ensour said 
that these relations were 
progressing and improving 
gradually, noting that rela- 
tions with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) tire ex- 
pected to improve “esjjedally 
as Jordan strives to maintain 
the strongest possible ties 
with all Arab states and high- 
ly values the UAE’s assist- 
ance to the Kingdom.” 

As to Kuwait, Dr. Ensour 
said that Jordanians harbour 
brotherly feelings towards its 
people aod hope that the two 
countries will transcend the 
events of the pad: and work 
for a better future. 

Referring to Iraq, Dr. En- 
sour said that the committee 
is deeply concerned over Ira- 
qi people’s conditions and 
rails for an end to their suf- 
fering. 



Foreign minister briefs Cabinet on Saudi visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti on Tuesday briefed the Cabinet on the outcome of 
his visit this week to Saudi Arabia and meetings with senior 
Saudi officials. The Cabinet, holding a regular session 
under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, voiced hope that Jordanian-Saudi relations will be 
bade to normal soon. After the briefing by Mr. Kabariti, 
the Council of Ministers took several decisions which 
included its approval of an updated investments law. The 
draft law will be referred along with other customs-related 
laws related to the Kingdom's economic reform program- 
me to Parliament for endorsement. The draft law aims to 
attract investors to the Kingdom through several measures, 
which include giving them tax exemptions in the less 
developed areas of the Kingdom. The draft law divided the 
Kingdom into three development regions to achieve that 
end. The Council of Ministers also decided to appoint 
Musa A1 Jaghbeer as an advisor at the Prime Ministry. 

Pollard's wife applies for Israeli citizenship 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The wife of Jonathan Pollard, the U.S. 
naval intelligence analyst serving a. life sentence for spying 
for Israel, on Tuesday asked Israel’s interior rainisterto 
grant her husband citizenship. Esther Pollard^ who married 
Mr. Pollard in jail two years ago, told the Associated Press 
she hoped Israeli citizenship would help her husband’s case 
when he comes before a parole board this fall. Mr. Pollard, 
arrested in 1985, has admitted giving Israel thousands of 
documents containing information on Arab countries. The 
case is sensitive in Israel, which relies heavily on U.S. 
financial and political support. Some Israelis contend the 
government has done too little to win his release. Interior 
Minister David Libai said after meeting with Esther Pollard 
that the government will consider the request and pledged 
to continue pressing for Jonathan Pollard’s release. 

Sheikh of AI Azhar warns of a “crusader war” in Bosnia 

CAIRO (AFP) — TTie Sheikh of Al Azhar, Sunni Islam’s 
highest authority, warned on Tuesday of a “war of 
crusades” in Bosnia if the United Nations does not take a 
stand against Bosnian Serbs. Sheikh Gad Al Haq Ah Gad 
Al Haq urged the U.N. General Assembly to meet to 
“discuss the aggression against Bosnia and to take an 
international stand to stop the slaughter lest history record 
another war of Cnisdes.” Quoted in the official Egyptian 
news agency MENA, Sheikh Gad Al Haq said “interna- 
tional agencies” miiset “take immediate steps to stop the 
SEerbian aggression and remove (their) troops from lands 
they have occupied.” 

Arafat due tin Paris for birth of his first child 

4 

PARIS (R) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat will visit 
Paris on July- 26 and 27, when his wife Suha is expected to 
deliver their first child, diplomatic sources said on Tuesday. 
Suha Arafat has been in Paris, where her mother lives, for 
several weeks. Mr. Arafat’s press adviser, Nabil Abu 
Rudaineh, told Reuters that Mr. Arafat had been invited 
last month to make an official visit to France on July 27. He 
is expected to meet President Jacques Chirac and Foreign- 
Minister Herve de Charette, the sources said. 

Raisin appoints two new ministers 

TEL A VTV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
reshuffled his cabinet on Tuesday appointing former 
military chief of staff Ehud Barak as interior minister and 
Yossi Beilin as economy minister, officials said. Lieutenant 
Gen real Barak, 53, retired from the army in January after 
four years in the top job and was immediately tipped for a 
role in the Labour coalition government. Mr. Rabin, who is 
defence minister, has a close relationship with Mr. Barak. 


Mr. Beilin, a noted peace dove and protege of Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, played a major role in secret 
negotiations which produced the 1993 Declaration of 
Principles for Palestinian autonomy. He takes over the 
economy portfolio from Shimon Shetreet, who keeps the 
Religious Affairs Ministry. 

Fundamentalist leader killed in Algeria— report 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A leader of one of Algeria's main 
armed fundamentalist groups has been killed by a rival 
.faction, the daily La Tribune said here Tuesday. But the 
death of Islamic Salvation Army (AIS) chief Azzedine Baa 
at the hands of the more extreme Armed Islamic Group 
(G1A) had little mitigating effect on violence in the 
country, with other newspapers reporting Tuesday that 
armed fundamentalists had blown up a bridge near the 
capital. The Issers bridge on a main trunk road was blown 
up early Monday in a further sign of the increasing 
campaign armed groups are waging against targets of 
Algerian infrastructure, the Algerian Liberie newspaper 
said. 

U.S. heat wave toll hits 367 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The death toll from the worst 
heat wave to hit the United States in 15 years climbed 
Tuesday to 367 and U.S. authorities fear it will go even 
higher despite a cooling trend* in much of the country. 
Illinois Governor Jim Edgar declared Cook County, which 
includes the city cf Chicago, a slate disaster area after more 
than 179 heat-related deaths were reported. State officials 
believe the death toll could likely reach 300. 

Thousands protest Kashmiri militant’s death 

SRINAGAR, India (Agencies) — Thousands of Kashmiri 
Muslims took to the streets Tuesday to protest the lolling of 
a Muslim guerrilla leader sought by Indian authorities, 
witnesses said. Angry protestors, including scores of 
women, marched through Batmaloo district shouting anti- 
government slogans and calling for Kashmir's independ- 
ence after officials announced the death of Akhtar Hussain 
Bhat. Mr. Bhat, alias Chacba (Unde), was a top leader of 
Al Umar Mujahideen, a pro-Pakistan militant group in 
Kashmir. Indian security forces had been bunting for him 
since 1990. 

Australian embassy in Lebanon reopens 

BEIRUT (R) — Australia reopened its Beirut embassy on 
Tuesday, 11 years after it dosed at the height of the 1975-90 
Lebanese civil war. The reopening in mainly Muslim west 
Beirut was witnessed by -Australian Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Gareth Evans and Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 
Minister Nick Bolkus, both of whom arrived in Beirut on 
Monday. 

Somalia’s Aideed trying to set up national army 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somali warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aideed is collecting “technical” battle wagons from sup- 
porters in a first move towards reviving Somalioa's broken 
national army, aides said on Tuesday. The warlord, who 
controls only a small area of South Mogadishu, has so far 
collected 80 technicals — wagons mounted with heavy 
machine guns — but the move was ridiculed by rivals who 
oppose his claim to the presidency. Unconfirmed reports 
circulating in the Somali capital said the wagons were being 
rehabilitated with funds donated by rhe Libyan govern- 
ment, on ally of the general whose rag-rab militiamen 
humbled U.S. forces in fierce fighting in 1993. Gen. 
Aideed's rival and self-styled President All Mahdi said 
Gen. Aideed's latest move could jeopardise a fragile peace 
holding in Mogadishu since U.N. forces pulled out earlier 
in the year. 


Serbs launch heavy attack 


(Continued from page I) 
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Tuesday that Bosnian gov- 
ernment troops in Gorazde 
have stripped arms and 
equipment from about 90 
Ukrainian U.N. troops, 
assaulting their commander 
and leaving the peacekeepers 
defenceless- 

“All the Ukrainian troops 
were lined np in a corridor 
and all their weapons and 
body armour were re- 
moved,” U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko said, 
adding that the incident hap- 
pened on Sunday. 

“(Government) soldiers...^ 
x. removed all weapons,* 

* ammunition, radio equip- 
ment, medical kits, personal 
belongings and all the sol- 
diers’ money. Armoured per- 
sonnel carries belonging to 
the Ukrainian peacekeepers 


were towed away by truck." 

Mr. Ivanko said the oper- 
tion W3S carried out by about 
100 Bosnian soldiers ■ who 
dragged the Ukrainian com- 
pany commander over a 
fence, assaulted him and held 
a gun to his head. 

Government troops dis- 
armed another Ukrainian 
observation post in Gorazde 
on Monday evening, Mr. 
Ivanko reported. 

"This behaviour can only 
be described as outrageous, 
inexcusable and as of no be- 
nefit to the cause of the Bos- 
nian government,’’ the 
spokesman said. 

’ A White House spokesman 
said the French proposal to 
defend Gorazde and its 
60,000 people “would involve 
risk and, most likely, casual- 


ties." 

The United States, unwill- 
ing to fight on the ground, 
was studying the French 
appeal for helicopters to air- 
lift troops to Gorazde but this 
would need congressional 
approval, which was unlikely. 

Government Sarajevo 
Radio reported two people 
were seriously wounded in 
Seri) shelling of Gorazde on 
Tuesday. 

Another U.N.-designated 
’safe area’ — Bihac in West- 
ern Bosnia — came under 
attack on Monday with 154 
explosions recorded around 
die Bihac town area. Col. 
Coward said. A number of 
SA-2 and SA-6 missiles were 
used ground-to-ground, caus- 
ing six casualties. 

Bosnian Parliament Speak- 
er Miro Lazovic sent a letter 
to the U.N.-general assembly 
demanding to know if the 
U.N. intended to act or not 
to defend Bosnian Muslims. 

“If you do not want to help 


the people of Zepa by deci- 
sive actions, you should say 
that publicly,” be said. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Sadrbey said in 
Washington his government 
no longer supported the U.N. 
presence. 

“The U.N. mission in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is at an 
end,” he said. 

The attacks on Zepa fol- 
lowed a request by Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
to the U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Rupert Smith to broker talks 
with Serb forces for the eva- 
cuation of civilians from the 
enclave. 

U.N. spokesman said first 
contacts with a Bosnian Serb 
Lieutenant-Colonel over the 
proposal had been “inconclu- 
sive.” 

Up to 4,000 Muslim sol- 
diers fought their way 
through Serb-held territory 
to reach safety after the fall 
of Srebrenica. In all about 


29,000 refugees have left 
Srebrenica which was be- 
lieved to have had a popula- 
tion of some 42,000. 

Among 88 patients evacu- 
ated by tiie Red Cross from 
the Serb-held town of Bratu- 
nac, near Srebrenica, over- 
night were some children and 
one woman seriously i& with 
sangrene, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
said. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
French sources said that the 
French government believes 
Bosnia and Croatia are de- 
liberately obstructing the de- 
ployment of a multinational 
rapid reaction force intended 
to project U.N. peacekeep- 
ers. 

“The foreign legionnaires 
preparing for a possible res- 
cue of Bosnian Muslims 
under Serb threat have had to 
sleep on the ground for sever- 
al weeks now because Bos- 
nian and Croatian authorities 
are preventing delivery of 


their camp beds," an ex- 
asperated official said. 

“There are numerorus 
similar incidents in which 
equipment for French or 
British units is being held up 
in ports, where huge taxes 
are being demanded for their 
unloading. • 

Impossible conditions are 
being set, including bans on 
live-fire exercises and re- 
quests for four days of pre- 
warning for units to be 
allowed to move around,” 
the aide told Reuters. 

The report followed a com- 
ment by Genera! Andre 
Equbirou, French RRF com- 
mander, to the newspaper Le 
Ft gar that both Croatian and 
Bosnian Muslim authorities 
had hampered the movement 
of his force. 

The French Foreign Minis- 
ter said talks were under way 
with both Bosnia and Croatia 
to overcome difficulties but a 
spokesman would not be 
drawn on details. 


Jordanian, Palestinian-Israeli 


(Continued from page 1) 


come mostly from the same 
tradition, which means- that 
we have the same market, the 
same outlook towards every- 
thing. The (Palesrinian- 
Israelis) have some experi- 
ence, they are a market; we 
(in Jordan) have the capabili- 
ties to cooperate, we have 
inexpensive labour. There- 
fore, I believe that we can do 
a lot with each other," Mr. 
Zabian said. 

During the three-day meet- 
ing, more than 150 
Palestinian-Israeli business- 
men as well as a similar num- 
ber of Jordanian counterparts 
are expected to deliberate 
over ways to re-establish eco- 
nomic links between the two 
sides. Mr. Shaheen told the 
Jordan Times that the main 


aim of the visit to Jordan is 
for Palestinian-Israeli 
businessmen to meet their 
Jordanian counterparts, a 
meeting which he sees as the 
opening of a new road from 
which many things can de- 
velop. 

On the subject of remain- 
ing obstacles to free trade 
between the countries, both’ 
Mr. Zabian and Mr. Shaheen 
expressed hope that the gov- : 
ernments of Jordan and 
Israel would make every 
effort to eliminate them as 
soon as possible. "The obsta- 
cles come from 50 years of 
not having any relations, so 
its just moving from hostility 
to cooperation — it will lake 
time," Mr. Zabian explained. 
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Jordan’s 1995 growth 
spurred by Mideast peace 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
economy, its private sector 
activity boosted by Middle 
East peace, is expected to 


grow six per cent in 1995, the 
Central Bank said on Tues- 


■ Central Bank said on Tues- 
day. 

The bank, in its newly- 
released 1995 annual report, 
forecast gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) would rise six 
per cent as the private sector 
begins to respond to a better 
' business climate in wake of 
the October 1994 peace trea- 
ty with Israel. 

GDP rose 5.7 per cent in 
1994, slightly exceeding an 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) target by 0.02 per cent 
for that year, with inflation 
foiling to 4.00 per cent from 
the IMF target of 5.00 per 
cent for 1994. the report said. 

The IMF has set a growth 
target of 5.00 per cent in 

Jordan's private sector has 
so far been cautious in react- 
ing to an improved invest- 
ment climate after the peace 
treaty, with many firms still 
adopting a wait-and-see atti- 
tude until its full benefits 


unfold. 

The report said the fore- 
cast growth was based on 
investment growth of 27.4 
per cent to GDP and a conse- 
quent rise of five per cent in 
national savings. 

The budget deficit to GDP 
ratio was also forecast to 
drop to 4. 1 per cent in 1995 
from 5.9 per cent in 1994. 


On monetary policy, the 
bank — having applied a 
tight fiscal policy to rein in 
inflation — said it would con- 
tinue to control expansion of 
credit and preserve a stable 
dinar policy. 


The bank intended to 
“continue pursuing a flexible 
and effective interest rate 
policy that keeps a suitable 
margin between interest on 
dinar . assets and dollar 
assets.” 

The report said that 
although exports were ex- 
pected to rise 15 per cent in 
1995, the trade deficit — 
reaching JD 1.362 billion in 
1994 — was forecast to rise 
with an eight per cent rise in 
the import bill. 


Imports were rising due to 
two factors, higher capital 
investments and more con- 
sumer goods coming in, espe- 
cially cars that benefited from 
IMF-directed tariff cuts in 

1994, the report said. 

But a higher trade deficit in 
1995 was expected to be 
offset in the balance of pay- 
ments by a healthy services 
accounts as a result of raised 
tourism revenue, it added. 

Economists forecast $600 
million in tourism revenue in 

1995, with an increased influx 
' of tourism after peace with 

Israel, along with a forecast 
8.8 per cent rise in expatriate 
worker remittances to $1.32 
billion in 1995. 

The current account deficit 
is expected to fall to five per 
cent of GDP in 1995, the 
bank said. It was JD 149.8 
million lower than the IMF 
target for 1994, with a drop to 
5.4 per cent of GDP against a 
forecast 8.9 per cent. 

The bank forecast the ec^ 
nomy would continue -5 
achieve sustainable growth, 
with average growth rates 
above 5.8 per cent. 


Income from 
Egyptian 
transfers 
up to $2.5b 


CAIRO (AFP) — Transfers 
of money from Egyptians 
working abroad amounted to 
$2.5 billion for the first nine 
months of fiscal year 1994-95, 
an 8.7 per cent increase over 
the previous year, officials 
said Monday. 


Prime Minister Atef Sidqi, 
who announced the figures in 
the government daily AI 
Ahram. said transfers in the 
same period in 1993-94 had 
totalled $2.3 billion. 

Sidqi said the govern- 
ment’s total foreign currency 
holdings had increased and 
that the surplus has been put 
in central bank reserves. 


“Inflation rates, (current- 
ly) 8 per cent, will continue to 
recede over the coming 
period," Mr. Sidqi said. 

Income from Egypt 1 other 
larger foreign currency ear- 
ners. the Suez canal and 
tourism, totalled $1.9 billion 
and $1.4 billion respectively 
in fiscal year 1993-94, accord- 
ing to central bank figures. 
Oil revenue in the same 
period totalled $1.5 billion. 


World Bank lending jumps over 8% 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank said on Monday 
tjhat loan approvals jumped 
by over eight per cent in 
1994/95, paced by big in- 
creases in credits to Latin 
America, the Caribbean, 
Eastern Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

For the year that ended on 
June 30, the bank said it 
approved $22.5 billion in new 
loans to developing nations, 
compared to $20.8 billion in 
the previous fiscal year. 

• China was the biggest bor- 
rower from the World Bank 
ifi 1994/95, to the tune of 
nearly $3 billion, followed by 


Mexico, India, Russia and 
Argentina. 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn said the 
numbers only tell part of the 
story of the full-scale rela- 
tionship between his orga- 
nisation and developing na- 
tions in the drive to reduce 
poverty and promote econo- 
mic growth. 

“It is clear, however, that 
sustained high levels of sup- 
port will be needed if we are 
to continue helping the 
poorest people in the world 
to get a chance for a better 
fife,” Mr. Wolfensohn added 
in a statement. 


The biggest increase in 
lending last fiscal year was to 
Latin America and the Carib- 
bean — by nearly $1.3 billion 
to just over $6 billion in 
1994/95. 

Mexico alone accounted 
for some $2.4 billion of that, 
as the World Bank stepped 
up its assistance to help com- 
bat that country's economic 
crisis. Argentina borrowed 
$1.4 billion. 

World Bank lending to 
Eastern Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union also 
jumped sharply in the 1994/ 
95 fiscal year, by 20 per cent 
to $4.5 billion. Russia 


accounted for $1.7 billion and 
Ukraine $646 million. 


Fresh loans to the Asia and 
Pacific regions were little 
changed in 1994/95, at about 
$8.7 billion. But the regions 
housed two of the three 
largest borrowers — China 
and India, with some $2.1 
billion in new credits. 


Africa, though, suffered a 
decline of about half a billion 
dollars in new loan approv- 
als, to $2 3 billion. The bank 
blamed slower-than- 
antidpated economic reforms 
in several large African coun- 
tries for the drop in lending. 


Shippers’ profits squeezed on Europe-Gulf route 


DUBAI (R) — Shipping 
lines moving cargo from 
Europe to the Gulf .say they 
are -tattling to return to the 
healthy profits They- once 
made, as volumes remain de- 
pressed after years of region- 
al recession and competition 
heats up. 

“It directly reflects the 
slowdown in the economies 
and the trade growth in the 
Gulf. The economies here 
are in recession,” the manag- 
ing director of a large Euro- 
pean line said. 

“The competition has in- 
creased as more and more 
fines start services to the 
Gulf,” a shipping agent said. 

“There’s excess caparity 
and demand is down," said 
another. 

The oil boom of the 197(k 


and the construction and 
spending spree which fol- 
lowed encouraged many lines 
to start services to the Gulf. 
Imports to the rejpoh rock- 
eted and. ship capacity was 
filled, driving rates up. 

But soft oil prices and the 
slowdown in infrastructure 
development in the past few 
years has left lines forcing 
rates lower to attract busi- 
ness. 

“The situation has been 
deteriorating rapidly since 
early 1994. If they are break- 
ing even they’re lucky,” a 
shipping representative said. 

“Now it’s not profitable at 
all,” said another. 

“Even though they agree 
to charge a certain rate, there 
is plenty of undercutting,” 
said a shipping agent. 


Earlier this month the 15 
major lines in the Europe 
Middle East Rate Agreement 
said from' gntfeSeptember 
they would all liftTates to the 
four main United-Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) porn — the 
Gulfs redistribution centre 
— by $50 a container, and 
increase rates to other UAE 
ports by $150. 

The freight rate for a stan- 
dard 20-foot container 
(TEU) from Europe to the 
Gulf is currently between 
$1,000 and $1,600 depending 
on what part of Europe it is 
coming from. 

In the 1980s the cheap rate 
was around $2,500. 

Industry analysts said the 


They said Gulf ports were 
missing out on a recovery in- 
cargo volumes to Saudi Ara- 


bia, the biggest 'market in the ' 
rerion. where most imDots 


lines had to jointly agree to 
increases, in an effort to im- 


prove their clout. 


region, where most impots 
come through the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah.' 

They said many lines were 
losing money on cargo des- 
tined for the smaller Gulf 
ports, particualriy those in 
the northern Gulf. 

“It’s not worth our while to 
go to smaller ports. A 4,000 
TEU ship is not going to go 
to Kuwait to drop off only 50 
boxes. 

“In the past all Gulf pons 
were coverwl and the rates to 
them were the same. But now 
there are occasions where 
fines are refusing cargo to 
some ports in the upper 
Gulf.” one said. 


Oil prices recover some after hitting 7-month low 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
prices recovered late in the 
day after earlier hitting a 
seven-month low on Monday 
as perceptions of oversupply 
hit prices in the key North 
Sea oil market. 

World benchmark Brent 
Blend crude oil for Septem- 
ber delivery traded as low as 
$15.71 per barrel on Monday. 
18 amts below Friday’s close 
and its lowest level since De- 
cember 16. That price had 
recovered to $15.84 by the 
dose of trading. 

“Traders have taken a 
bearish tone since the (North 
Sea) loading programmes 
came out and we’re seeing 
the effects on Brent,” said 
Charles Gray, oil market 


analyst at Prudential Bache 
Futures in London. 

North Sea crude supply is 
already exceeding require- 
ments this month, and the 
situation is unlikely to im- 
prove ia August, dealers 
said. 

. Maintenance in some 
Norwegian oil fields will -cut 
the North Sea’s 5-6 million 
barrels-pef-day output by 
five per cent, but mil still 
leave more than European 
refiners need. And the U.S. 
market, which often absorbs 
much of Europe’s excess pro- 
duction, is hardly buying and 
North Sea oil at the moment, 
exacerbating Europe’s glut- 
ted market, Mr. Gray said. 

Europe’s oversupply was 


exhibited on Monday when a 
cargo of Brent loading in lb 
days’ time changed hands at a 
25 cents discount to the 
September-loading price, in- 
dicating that demand for 
promptly delivered oil is 

scarce. , ii 

When prompt prices fan 
below those- in the future, 
traders call it a “contango”. 

“The move into contango 
has really thrown people off 


their guard. Traders are 
saying they are bearish,” said 
Mr. Gray. 


He added that prices may 
not have finished falling, and 
identified $15.15 per barrel as 
the next potential target for 
September Brent Futures. 

Iraq’s slow approvement 


with the U.N. added some 

background pressure on the 
oil market, dealers sard. Iraq 
was banned from selling ou 
on world markets after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. . 

On Monday, U.N. biolo- 
gical specialists arrived in 
Baghdad seeking data on past 
germ warfare activities after 
President Saddam Hussein 
warned the U.N. that Iraq 
could not continue to comply 
with demands to disclose its 
arms programme without a 
lifting of trade sanctions. 

On Sunday, Saddam Hus- 
sein pardoned two Amer- 
icans jailed for four months 
in Iraq after representations 
from U.S. Congressman Bill 
Richardson. 


Japanese firm to expand Oman cement output 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Japanese company has won a 
contract to expand the pro- 
duction of Oman’s state ce- 
ment firm as part of plans by 
the Gulf state to lessen re- 
liance on imports, officials 
said on Tuesday. 

IHI Heavy Industries Ltd 
will' carry out the project this 
year to boost production at 
the Oman Cement Company 


(OCC) by nearly 50 per cent 
in a deal worth around 40 


million Omani riyals (S104 
million). 

“Work will start before the 
end of this year and the ex- 
pansion project wfll be com- 
pleted in around 27 months,” 
OCC Deputy Chairman 
Abdul Malik Al Hanai tokl 
AFP by telephone from Mus- 


cat. 

“This will largely increase 
our production and cut im- 
ports. Further expansions are 
posable in future due to a 
steady construction up- 
swing.” 

The project, owned partly 
by the private sector, will 
boost OCCs output from 
1.46 million tonnes per year 
to 2.19 million tonnes. 

Cement demand in Oman 
is estimated at around 2.3 
million tonnes. Nearly 
100,000 tonnes are imported 
annually from neighbouring 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) every year and the 
rest is met by Raisot cement 
plant. 

Mr. Hanai said 22 million 
riyals ($57.2 million), of the 


project’s cost had been sub- 
scribed by the private sector 
while the rest would come 
from loans from the govern- 
ment and a consortium of 
local banks. 

Oman, a key oil producer 
outside the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Co un- 


privatised five public institu- 
tions and is planning to set up 
major electiridty, petroche- 
mical and other industrial 
projects in participation with 
the private sector. 
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By Glasbergen . 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Study brochures, papers, etc. for 
new ideas and then talk over your finest ambitions with your loved 
one. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Analyse financial affairs and 
investments today to see how to make the most of your present 
interests towards your p rog res s . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Try to make friends of very successful 
persons who can give you good ideas and support. Think along 
logical fines. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If you tag along with your 
loved ones you can gain the private wishes which mean a great deal 
to yon. Tonight discuss with your mate how best to make progress. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Contact those, friends who can assist 
you to gain your personal goals and gei dyep-^codperation. Enjoy 
new kinds 'of -sports.'-'.' 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Get your finest talents. to the 
attention of bigwigs who can help you to commercialise on them. 

LIBRA: (September 23' to October 22) This is a good day for 
expansion so that you have a for greater amount of success in your 
chosen field later today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Plan how to make your 
romantic ideas work out ideally today with the one you love. Be 
careful in making investments. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You can gain 
backing from both your partners and good friends today for some 
pet project you have in mind. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Impress bigwigs with 
your equality of career activities and you get more support later 
today towards your progress. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can bring your finest 
talents to the attention of bigwigs today and gain their support and 
advice for your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Listening to ideas of your loved 
one where property is concerned can be the means through which to 
make it more valuable.. 


‘I sent a love letter to you by e-mail but 
it accidentally went to every computer 
in North America. Your heart-shaped 
mole isn’t a secret any more!” 
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form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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WAJ 
signs JD 
7.2m deal 

T he Water Authority 
of Jordan (WAJ) con- 
cluded a JD 7.2 mil- 
lion deal with a Japanese 
company which will supply 
WAJ with various equip- 
ment. WAJ Secretary 
General Qusai Quteishat, 
who returned to Amman 
from Japan recently after 
signing the agreement, said 
the Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JIC A) 
offered WAJ a gram to pur- 
chase the equipment. He 
said WAJ was expected to 
start receiving the equip- 
ment, to be used in the au- 
thority's central workshops, 
at ’the beginning of 
December. He noted that 
Japan is also participating 
in financing hydraulic stud- 
ies on the Zarka water net- 
work and a study on desali- 
nating underground water 
(A1 Ra'i- Petra). 

** Jordan will take part in 
the international foodstuff 
fair which will be held in 
the German city of Cologne 
in the period Sept. 30- 
Oct.5. Jordan is participat- 
ing for the second time in 
the fair which is held once 
every two years. About 
6,200 companies represent- 
ing 102 countries are partic- 
ipating in the fair which is 
usually visited by about 
200,000 people and is con- 
sidered the most .important 
foodstuff fttizfTE) the worftfe- 
(A1 Raft). 




PM 


** Several international 
companies will, within 
three months, start a project 
to extend an oil pipeline be- 
tween Iraq and Jordan, 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh said. Mr. 
Darwazeh said the project 
will reduce costs shouldered 
by Jordan in transporting 
oil from Iraq by trucks, es- 
timated at JD 3Q million 
annual'y. He noted that 
Jordan imports 4 million 
tonnes of oil from Iraq an- 
nually fAl Ra'i). 

**.The Housing Bank re- 
cently sold a large part of 
its shares in the 
International Holiday 
Hotels Company, which 
owns the Amman 
Philadelphia and Aqaba 
Holiday hotels, to Nabih 
Nazzal and Sons Company. 
“The share sold by’the 
Housing Bank totalled JD 
10 million. At an earlier 
stage in their negotiations, 
the two sides estimated the 
value of the two hotels at 
JD 23 million but renegoti- 
ated the deal to estimate the 
value at JD 27.5 million. 

'' Sources said the bank sold 
70,000 of -its 75,000 shares 
in the company for JD 10 
million, JD 8 cash and JD 
2 million installments- The 
sources said the Housing 
Bank made a JD 7 million 
profit from the deal (A1 
Dustour). 

** The Jordanian Consumer 
Protection Society asked 
the Ministry of Supply to 
reconsider coffee prices after 
the commodity’s prices 
dropped significantly in the 
international market. In 
memos sent to the min- 
istry, the society urged the 
minister to discuss with, it 
anji decision to hike any 
commodity’s price before- 
hand. The society also sent 
memos to the ministers of 
information, health and 
supply, asking that it be 
represented in a committee 
*i set up -by the three min- 
istries to monitor television 
commercials promoting 
food supplies (AI Ra’i)*. 


Germany says Moroccan red tape deters investors 


RABAT (R) — Germany's 
ambassador to Morocco was 
quoted on Monday as saying 
bureaucratic red tape was 
scaring away potential inves- 
tors and German tourists 
were shunning Morocco be- 
cause of bad service and hust- 
lers. 

Hedwig Bartels, in an in- 
terview with the newspaper 
L’Opinion, said he knew of 
some German businessmen 
who had pulled out of ven- 
tures in Morocco because 
“social problems.** He re- 
fused to elaborate. 

Mr Bartels said that Tuni- 
sia bad succeeded in attract- 


ing more German investment 
than Morocco by cutting 
bureaucracy. 

“Tunisia, for example, has 
done much to attract inves- 
tors by offering more favour- 
ing conditions: production 
costs are lower, the social 
climate is problem free and 
the Tunisian system of one 
single (investment) body has 
been able to avoid the prob- 
lems and traps which -face 
potential investors in Moroc- 
co,’* he said. 

Mr. Bartels noted that 
Germany was the second 
largest buyer of Moroccan 


fruits, vegetables and flow- 
ers. 

Asked about the fall in the 
number of German tourists 
to the country, Mt. Bartels 
said this was partly due to 
misconceptions because of 
Morocco's proximity to 
Algeria, whicb is battling' 
against Islamists. 

But he added bad service 
and harassment were also re- 
sponsible. 

“I have the impression tbat 
tourism in Morooco suffers 
on several fronts partly be- 
cause of bad service in its 
hotels but more so by the 


problem of false guides, par- 
ticularly in Marrakesh,” Mr. 
Bartels said. 

The Moroccan government 
recently acknowledged that 
bad servise and hustlesrs were 
contributing to the slump in 
the tourism industry. The 
tourism ministry said it was 
training a special tourism bri- 
gade to protect tourists from 
hustlers and setting up 
“green" telephone booths for 
tourists in distress. 

Parliament recently 
approved a new investment 
law designed to cut 
bureaucratic red tape. 


EU foreign ministers strike array of trade deals 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union foreign ministers 
railed to make any progress 
on the Bosnian crisis on Mon- 
day but did manage to score a 
number of victories on the 
international trade front in- 
stead. 

The ministers signed a key 
trade accord with Russia, a 
trade cooperation pact with 
Vietnam, a trade ana aid deal 
with Tunisia and opened the 
door to a trade and coopera- 
tion deal with Israel. 


The pact with Hanoi, 
signed by Vietnamese Fore- 
ign Minister Nguyen Manh 
Cam, crowns a week in which 
the United States also de- 
rided to normalise relations 
with its former mortal enemy 
Vietnam. 

“The ceremony today sig- 
nals a reinforcing of relations 
between the European Union 
and Vietnam,** Spanish Fore- 
ign Minister Javier Solana, 
representing the bloc's pres- 
idency, told a news confer- 
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0.4464 . 

Swcdhh Krona 

•««•« 


IhHm Lin" 

0.0432 

0.0434 

flaljha Franc 
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Chrreney 

m 

Offer ' 

Btewainl Dinar 

1.6350 . 

1-4460 

Lafcawcac Lin* 

0-042235 

..(M4Sl.iL. 

Saadi Jtfrnl 


0.7070 

lOnroKi Dinar 

1.2000 _ 


Qatari Riyai - 

— 

0.1971 

Egyptian PBond 

0.7900 

0.2760 

Omani klyal 

7.1040 

7.0750 

UAE DMm . 

0.7195 

0. 7904 

Greek Drachma* 

• 0.2705 

0.3205 

Cjrpriat Pmmd 

ma -1- 

*-rigSg..- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.3592/02 
1.3922/32 
1.5594/04 
1.1632/42 
28.63/67 
4.8470/20 
1611.8/6.8 
88.37/47 
7.1950/50 
6.1810/60 
5.4240/90 ' 
One sterling $1.5956/66 

One ounce of gold $389:50/389.90 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


ence. 

The EU*s 15 ministers also 
signed a trade and aid accord 
with Tunisia — the first brick 
in the Euro-Mediterranean 
free trade area the bloc is 
trying to establish with the 
non-EU countries along its 
southern flank. 

They later put their names 
to’hn interim trade deal with 
Russia that has been’ on ice 
for months in an attempt to 
force Moscow to end the 
fighting in Chechenya. 

"The agreement is a major 
step forward in the develop- 
ment of trust and confidence 
between the European Union 
and Russia," Andrei 
Kozyrev, Russia's foreign 
minister, told a news confer- 
ence. 

The interim deal contains 
the trade elements of a for 
broader partnership and 
cooperation accord between 
the EU and Russia that was 
signed in June last year and is 
still going through national 
ratification. 

The ministers broke a log- 
jam on agricultural imports 
from Israel, opening the way 
Tor the trade and cooperation 
accord — that replaces one 
daring from 1975 — to be 
formally signed in Septem- 
ber. 

They also sent the Euro- 


pean Commission on a mis- 
sion to draw up a new accord 
with Chile and discussed the 
state of talks on a coopera- 
tion pact with Croatia. 

Ministers held meetings 
with their Hungarian and 
Polish counterparts to discuss 
the progress they were' mak- 
ing in reforming their econo- 
mies in preparation for even- 
tual membership of the bloc, 
and are also due to discuss 
formal applications by Roma- 
nia and Slovakia to join. 

Following tbat, they will 
discuss work now getting 
under way to revolutionise 
the relationship between foe 
EU and the United States, a 
link that British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
says is crucial to open np 
markets around the world- 

Trade Commissioner Sir 
Leon Brittan will tell minis- 
ters that a special group is 
being set up, including top 
officials from the European 
Commission, EU president 
Spain and the United States, 
to deal with the complex and 
often strained transatlantic 
relationship. 

He will also spell out the 
broad fines along which be 
thinks the relationship should 
run — an issue that is due to 
be finally settled at an EU- 
U.S. summit in December. 
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COMPANY'S NAME 


HO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 


PREV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 


Arab bark pic 

JORDAN NATIONAL BAKE 
BARK OF JORDAN 

middle East investment bake. 

THE BODSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BARK 
JORDAN GULP BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT £ FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELMAL SAVINCGINVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


TRADED 

JD 

PRICE 


1040 

216650 

209.500 

207.000 

756 

3423 

4.560 

4.530 

1428 

4852 

3.400 

3.400 

2250 

2993 

1.330 

1.330 

2750 

22270 

8.120 

8.0B0 

906 

3561 

2.640 

2.830 

400 

476 

1.210 

1.190 

8356 

31192 

3.760 

3.730 

250 ' 

965 

3.850 

3.860 

. 710 

2904 

4.150 

4.070 

200 

737 

3.700 

3.670 

4600 

5109 

1.120 

1.120 

27610 

46937 

1.710 

1.690 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LIMES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
MACBIRART EQUIP. RENTING K MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'X 
UNITED KIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE MOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


51321 


200 

3000 


3221 


11337 

1400 

20Q 

1850 

1500 

1837 

100 

72S0 

25474 


341404 


652 

8040 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE i 


173.85 

-0.99* 


3.260 

2.650 


3.260 

2.680 


6747 


16806 

7980 

572 

4054 

975 

18171 

220 

23770 

7454S 


INDEX NUMBER: 135.66 
CHANGE i +0.14* 


1.680 

5.700 

2.660 

2.210 

.670 

9.900 

2.200 

3.270 


1.650 

5.700 

2.660 

2.190 

.650 

9.900 

2.200 

3.280 


INDEX NUMBER: 129.20 
CHANGE I -0.251 


JORDAN TOBACCO" & CIGARETTES 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
THE ARAB POTASH 
JORDAN PETROLEUM RSFINART 
JORDAN TANNING 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING fi HEAVING 
RAF1A INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAKA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ XKSRNATXCMAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK -fi POULTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/JXHCO 
NATIONAL CABLE £ HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPBO-CHEM3CALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
KAHTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


28.940 

30.000 

3.650 

3.660 

3.010 

2.980 

5.100 

5.100 

10.300 

10.220 

a. ooo. 

8.000 

4.830 

4.880 

2.540 

2:600 

2.020 

1.950 

2.480 

2.500 

7.800 

7.800 

.750 

.750 

5.450 

5.420 

.500 

.490 

2.700 

2.650 

1.380 

1.390 

1.140 

1.120 

2.280 

2.220 

.640 

.550 

4.820 

4.900 

1.570 

1.570 

2.190 

2.190 

1.560 

1.520 

3.190 

3.160 

2.160 

2.110 

1.870 

1. 780 

INDEX NUMBER: 127.85 

CHANGE 

: -0.20^ 


750 
17130 
9884 
510 
9757 
2008 
21068 
390 
2163 
• 1254' 
14071 
2775 
6265 
3602 
24291 
1658 
173550 
555 
130 
9677 
393 
2300 
836 
2694 
19682 
21106 


773393 INDEX NUMBER: 151.24 
CHANGE : -0.65* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


85741 

107820 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

irand Unfurnished a: 

v- u. 

I MTillas apartments u- 


®and office Space § 

IC m 

! oTo Suit-ail Budgets o| 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


RENTACAR 


fttoaiwylra raffiM i 



ABDOUN 

819676 


Un Uda/nth CmmmM OKtm 



Quality in Lamps, lighting 
■ and, electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFI 

Germany 

LEUCI 

Italy 

ERC 

Italy 

PUK 

Italy 

AND OTHERS 





WSem 


Ifow Add/im U Amuw 


% 


T»U M1174 
fern luted Mw«»sui*d 


a 


Of* a By 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pan. 

6:30 - 11:30 

«. TeL- 661 






CROWN HOTEL 

if OL¥MHC SIZE 

swnaoNc pool 

* TEWE COURT 

*sauna & jAcazn 

TEL: 7S8180 
Sales office 

6QS843-690IS7 

RADIO A TV 
STATION RD. 



Quaifty Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


^E^Nfl&URBVr 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



„UP TO 50% 

BADIA BOUTIQUE I 

Ext: Ranbow St, 

Tel: 657094 



W 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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U.S., BrazU head to semis 


•PAYSANDU, Uruguay 
(Agencies) — The United 
States, once a laughingstock 
of international soccer, ■ is 
now just two wins from be-, 
coming South America's 
champion. 

' Backed by outstanding 
goalkeeping from Brad 
Friedel, the United States 
beat Mexico 4-1 on penalty 
kicks Monday night and will 
play Brazil in the semifinals 
of the America Cup. 

The United States and 
Mexico played to a 0-0 tie in 
regulation, then Friedel took 
over during penalty kicks, 
saving two of three shots and 
keeping the Americans alive 
for the South American title. 

Hie United States, which 
failed to escape the first 
round in the 1993, and Mex- 
ico were invited to this 12- 
nation tournament, one of 
soccer's showcase events. 

** A lot of people were talk- 
ing about last time we were in 
Copa America and didn't win 
a game," U.S. midfielder 
John Harkes said. “For us to . 
come this far as a team 
together — the full squad, 
eveiyone pulling together — 
it's one of the biggest 
triumphs over for the U.S. 
squad." 

In Thursday night's semi- 
final at Maldonado, the Un- 
ited States faces a rematch 
with World Cup champion 
Brazil. In last summer's 
World Cup, the United 
States lost 1-0 to Brazil in the 
second round. 

The Brazilians beat Argen- 
tina. the two-time defending 
champions, in Monday 
night's other quarterfinal, 
wining 4-2 on penalty kicks 
after regulation ended 2-2 in 
Rivera. 

The other America Cup 
semifinal is Uruguay vs. Col- 
ombia on Wednesday night in 
Montevideo. 

The United States pro- 
duced one of its finest wins 
on Friday night with a 3-0 
decision over Argentina. 
Even before that upset, 
Argentine great Diego Mara- 
dona marveled at the prog- 
ress of U.S. soccer. 

The victory over Argentina 
sent the Americans into the 
quarterfinals, and now they - 
are in the semifinals of a 
major international tourna- 
ment for the first time since 
the 1930 World Cup. 

Frank Klopas HkJ ; the de- 
tiding penalty.'Ofitit'-^f the 
Americans agriinst Mexican - 
goalie Jorge . Campos. The 
previous U.S. penalty kicks 
were by Eric Wynalda, Joe- 
Max Moore and Paul Cali- 
giuri. 

The United States fielded 
an attacking lineup against 
Mexico in keeping with phi- 
losophy of interim coach 
Steve Sampson, who re- 
placed Bora Milutinovic in 
April. 

And although no goals 
were produced the result 
makes a compelling case for 
Sampson to be awarded the 
permanent roaching job. In 
the first round of the Amer- 


ica Cup, the United States 
beat Chile and Argentina and 
lost to Bolivia. 

“We did not have the same 
sharpness as we did in pre- 
vious matches," Sampson 
said. “Some key players 
looked very tired for us. That, 
is the result of playing so 
many games in a short period 
of time." 

Monday night's victory 
marked the third straight 
time the United States has 
defeated Mexico. The United 
States is 5-1-1 since its regular 
players rejoined the national 
team in June. 

After Wynalda and 'Lois 
Garcia of Mexico converted 
penalty kicks in the first 
round, Friedel followed with 
two exceptional saves. Moore 
put the U.S. squad up 2-1, 
then Carlos Hermosillo fired 
a bullet to the left that friedel 
punched away. 

After Caligiuri made it 3-1, 
friedel came up with an even 
bigger save, using his left 
hand to stop a shot low and to 
the right. Klopas then deli- 
vered the winner, the fourth 
straight American to score 
and the only one who shot to 
the left. 


‘Argentina were robbed’ 
Argentina coach Daniel 
Passarella claimed his team 
had been robbed while Brazil 
captain Dunga accused the 
Argentines of playing dirty 
following their Copa Amer- 
ica quarter-final on Monday, 
Asked if he thought 
Argentina had been robbed, 
Passarella said: “Yes, of 
course, yes.” 

Passarella said he did not 
see the highly controversial 
equaliser, scored by Tulio ten 
minutes from the end, which 
gave Brazil a 2-2 draw and 
took the game to penalties. 

“I spent the last 15 minutes 
in. the dressing room listening 
to the game on the radio,” 
said Passarella, who was 
banished from the touchline 
by the referee for dissent. 

"The Uruguayan commen- 
tator said it was a disgrace, 
that Argentina had been rob- 
bed of their triumph." 

He added: “I think that 
tactically, we were superb. It 
was our best performance 
since I took over. When it 
was eleven against eleven, we 
were the better team." 

Argentina's Leonardo 
Astrada was sent off shortly 


Copa America 


"I talked to a couple of 
(U.S.) players who play in 
Mexico,” Friedel said. "They 
told me that Luis Garcia had 
a tendency to go to my left. 
Well, he changed. They told 
me Hermosillo has a tenden- 
cy to go to my right. He 
didn't change. And cayote I 
had no idea. I just reacted to 
that one.” 

Campos, whose trademark 
is loud flou rescent goalie 
shirts and who intends to play 
in the U.S. pro league next 
year, didn't get a hand on any 
of the four American penalty 
kicks. 

During regulation, Wynal- 
da came doseto scoring in the 
40th minute. He left three 
defenders in his trail, but 
Campos made a fine save. In 
the next attack, Mexico's 
Luis Salvador sent a low shot 
that rebounded off Friedel’s 
legs. 

Mexico, a losing finalist in 
1993, intensified the pressure 1 
in the second half. With 
seconds remaining, Mexico's 
Alberto Garcia Aspe was 
ejected for a hard tackle' on' 
Alexi Lalasi ; •' 

In' the Brazil-Argentina 
game, Edmundo scored the 
winning penalty kick after 
Brazilian goalkeeper Taffarel 
saved shots by Argentina's 
Diego Simeone and Nestor 
Fabbri. 

Brazil's Tulio tied it 2-2 
during regulation with a dis- 
puted goal in the 82nd mi- 
nute. It appeared the striker 
blatantly controlled a cross 
with his arm before scoring. 

Brazil got its opening goal 
from Edmundo in the 13th 
minute. For Argentina, Abel 
Balbo scored in the second 
minute and Gabriel Batistuta 
in the 30th. 


before halftime following an. 
incident with Jorginho. 

"We lost 3-0 to the United 
States and we never men- 
tioned the referee," he 
added. “Asked about reports 
of interna] wrangling in the 
Argentine camp, Passarella 
replied: “You're badly in- 
formed.” 

Dunga did not mince 
words about the Argentine 
players. 

“It was a very difficult 
game. They used a lot of 
violence. They had two 
attacks and scored twice, 
then they dosed up com- 
pletely.’ * 

“We tried to play to win 
the game. One team wanted 
to play football, the other 
' wanted to kick.” 

Asked by an Argentine re- 
porter about Tulio's goal, he 
said: “Did you ask Maradona 
the same question after that 
World Cup?” 

“I have only one thing to 
say. The winners celebrate, 
the losers lock for excuses. In 
football, yon have to go out 
to win." 

“We areicoming towards. 
„;the yeari2fi0Qiafad it is about v 
time that.-m^igoas foul^are . j 
•punished . Referees must be 
strict.” 

“Before the penalty shoot-, 
out began, one of their play- 
era kicked me from behind. I 
told him to get on with the 
game. I said that if he wanted 
to fight, we could do it out- 
side afterwards.", 

Tulio insisted he did not 
use his hand in controlling 
' the ball when he scored. "I 
think my goal was an impor- 
tant goal. I controlled the ball 
with my chest, everybody 
stopped, but as a natural 
goalscorer, I never give up 
and I put the ball in the 
goal." 


’Canadians sprint out 
of Johnson era 


TORONTO (AP) — Elated 
by the world's fastest 100- 
metre times this year, two 
Canadian sprinters hope at 
long last to escape the sha- 
dow of the Ben Johnson scan- 
dal with medals at the up- 
coming World Cham- 
pionships in Sweden. 

Even seven years after the 
steroids case that shook the 
Seoul Olympics, Canadian 
track and field remains scar- 
red by the Johnson debacle. 
Athletes who set national re- 
cords routinely face drug 
tests in an effort to reassure a 
suspicious public. 

“We’ve come a long way 
since 1988," said Donovan 
Bailey after his Canadian re- 
cord 9.91 in the national 
championships Saturday. 

“There's no way any sprinter 
or athlete in Canada would 
be that illiterate to try and 
fool the people again.” 

Right on Bailey's heels in 
Saturday's race was Bruny 
Surin in 9.97. the second 
fastest time in the world this 
year. 

“I can’t be sad about being 


second,” Surin said. "I've 
been looking to run under 10 
seconds for years.” 

Both men — and their 
4x100 relay team — will be 
among the medal favourites 
at the World Championships 
Aug. 4-13 in Goteborg. 
Sweden. They likely will be 
top contenders again at the 
Olympics in Atlanta next 
year. 

After Johnson's positive 
test for steroids cost him the 
1988 gold medal, Canada in- 
stituted an extensive testing 
programme for banned 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. The Canadian centre 
for drug-free sport spends 1.5 
million yearly to conduct ab- 
out 2,200 tests on athletes. 

Bailey, 27, said he’s been 
tested 15 to 20 times in the 
past year, including after 
Saturday's race. He's passed 
every one. 

“I wouldn't be asked about 
it in Europe, but the whole 
north American attitude is 
that everyone running fast is 
taking steroids,” he said. 
“Canadian sprinters are 


probably the most tested 
athletes in the world." 

Bailey recalled his intense 
dismay 'when be learned of 
the Johnson scandal. 

“He was basically the role 
model for all sprinters in 
Canada," Bailey said. 
“That's why the sport died 
after 1988. There was such a 
huge letdown." 

Surin is relatively well- 
known — a three-time 
national champion who 
finished fourth at 1992 Olym- 
pics in Barcelona. Bailey, by 
contrast, admitted that he 
hadn't lived up to his poten- 
tial until last year. 

Last summer, he ran 10.03. 
oly 1-J00th of a second off 
Surin 's former Canadian re- 
cord. 

He came out even faster 
this year, setting the Cana- 
dian record of 9.99 seconds 
on Apr. 22 in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. That stood as the 
world's best time this year 
until he shattered the mark 
Saturday in Montreal — 
Sunn's home town. 


Tarango 


returns 
with some 

regrets 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Jeff Tarango won bis first 
ATT match since storming 
out of Wimbledon, a move he 
has come to regret after 17 
days of reflection.' 

The 26-year-old American 
combined with France's Oli- 
vier Delaitre for a 7-6 (7/2), 
7-5 victory over U.S. duo 
Todd Martin and Scott Davis 
in a Washington Tennis Clas- 
sic match delayed two hours 
by rain and finished before 
only 97 people. 

It was Tarango's first ac- 
tion since he defaulted a 
third-round match at the 
Grand Slam grass-court event 
July 1. Germany's Alexander 
Mronz won when Tarango 
walked off after a heated 
argument over a call by chair 
umpire to help his favourite 
players. 

Tarango was fined a record 
15.500 dollars and the inci- 
dent was compounded when 
his wife Benedicte. also from 
France, slapped Rebeuh after 
the match. 

Tarango rushed from the 
stadium Tuesday morning 
without comment and with 
tbarely 14 hours ro prepare 
for his singles opener against 
Zimbabwe's Byron Black. 

Tarango spoke only to the 
Washington Post newspaper 
on Monday, saying he has 
had second thoughts about 
his actions at Wimbledon. 

“I regret walking off. I 
don’t regret much fijse,” 
Tarango told the newspaper. 
“I probably shouldn't have 
said (Rebeuh cheats) right 
there, in front of one million 
people. I probably should 
have said it behind closed 
doors. I would love to have 
dinner with him and talk it all 
out. 

“In a year, I want to wake 
up and say I haven't made 
any money off this — I just 
did what I thought was right 
at Wimbledon, ’’ Tarango 
said. “It was purely emotion, 
the heat of the moment. I 
didn't spit. I didn't use pro- 
fanity. I merely leftthe court 
because I didn't handle jt 
an ymWd, ' physically r and, 

'■ Tarah^o alsodeRrffd&i'hfe 
‘ wife, saying she was “the real 
hero" and that her slap came 
in the heat of the moment as 
she searched for her hus- 
band." - 

“It's a French thing, an 
honour thing,” Tarango said. 
“Aocordin to her, this person 
hurt our family honour." 

The nine-year ATP veter- 
an said he and his wife stayed 
home the past two weeks 
while he practised alone - — 
“just me and the ball. It’s like 
venting. 

Tarango could face more 
punishment following an in- 
vestigation of the incident by 
the ATP and International 
Tennis Federation. An ATP 
official here said the probe 
was “highly unlikely" to con- 
clude this week. 

Tarango was on his best 
behaviour in his return match 
except for a brief complaint 
after a dose call went against 
him on the first point of the 
10th game. He asked umpire 
Dana Loconto if he had seen 
the ball on the call me made, 
but was calm and walked 
away without inddent after 
his plea failed. 

Tarango was the feature 
attraction for the crowd of 
4,972. but only 231 stayed 
through the rain delay to 
witness the moment when he 
and Delaitre walked onto the 
court to rhe tune of “good 
Vibrations" by the Beach 
Boys. They received a smat- 
tering of applause. 

Tarango denied making a 
statement attributed to him 
and distributed by ATP offi- 
cials at the event. 


FIFA extends Graham ban worldwide 


ZURICH (R) — Former Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham was banned by FIFA on Tuesday from playing any 
part, in soccer yvoridwide for the next 12 months. 

The world governing body endorsed the one-year sus- 
pension imposed on Graham by tbe English Football 
Association after he was found guilty of taking £425,000 
($680,000) in illegal transfer payments. 

The ban, which runs until June 30,1996, followed last 
week's bearing into misconduct concerning the transfers of 
Norwegian Pal Lydersen and Danish international John 
Jensen to Arsenal. 

It covers all involvement in football administration, 
management and coaching, including the signing and 
transfer of playera. 

A statement issued by FIFA read: “In extending the ban, 
FIFA applied article 54 of its statutes, which obliges all 
member associations to recognise suspensions and expul- 
sions imposed by other member associations." 

Graham, meanwhile, has still to announce whether he is 
to appeal against his punishment. 

FIFA will now be taking a closer look at the activities of 
the man who provided Graham with his transfer cuts, 
Norwegian agent Rune Hauge. 

FIFA have asked the English F.A. to give them more 
details of Hauge's involvement in t he tr ansfer deals. 

They will then be reviewed by the FIFA players* status 
corn mi tree at its meeting next month during the Under-17 


World Championship in Ecuador. mmiis j 0 „, faces 

Hauge, who gave evutence » 1 jSo withdrawn, 
the threat of having his OTA worm n ^ fgam 

which would prevent him from playing mj f 

transfer dealings became known. 

sac5»-?^iSSssfe 

Under Graham Arsenal won the League aampion^ip 
in 1989 and 1991, the F.A. Cup and League Cup double m 
1993, the League Cup in 1987 and the European Cup 

^GrabLnc*lm med^ hfhis defence that be"neve^rofited 
from the unsolicited payments made to him by Hauge and 
handed the money back to Arsenal. ... • 

Ironically, his success as Arsenal s manager was bwfr 
a solid defence but, in the end, he had no defence of his 
own to save himself: 


V. 


T>3 
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Steffi Graf 


Graf introduces own 


line of clothes 


BERLIN (AP) — For Steffi 
Graf, this was a day to talk 
about jeans — her own casual 
fashion collection was intro- 
duced — and no questions 
about the insistent taxman, 
please. 

“This is not the proper 
place," the world's top 
woman tennis player told a 
rule-breaker Tuesday. “I’m 
willing to answer questions 
about jeans." 

And so she did. down to 
the size that fits a six-time 
Wimbledon champion: waist 
30, inseam 34. 

With a dynamic Hong 
Kong businessman and Ger- 
man clothing designers and 
distributors at her side, the 
26-year-old Graf appeared in 
a short white skirt, satiny 
white jacket and powdcr-bluc 
blouse that will be the top of 
the "Steffi Graf Collection" 
headed for worldwide mer- 
chandising next year. 


Since May 23, however. 
German tax authorities have 
been investigating Graf and 
her father-manager, Peter 
Graf. The Graf villa in 
Bruch! in Southern Germany 
was raided, cartons of docu- 
ments were seized, and Graf 
admitted in a television inter- 
view Saturday that it was 
damaging. 

“It‘s doing my image abso- 
lutely no good," she said on 
ZDF national television. 

David Harilela. of the 
Hong Kong family firm 
Harifela's Ltd., which has 
world rights to the Graf clo- 
thing collection, told the 
Associated Press after Tues- 
day's fashion show that there 
was some "bad press" but he 
was sure Graf would be 
cleared. 

“It will have no negative 
commercial value. I think ev- 
erybody knows Steffi, and 
Steffi is loved in Europe as 


weU as in the rest of the 
world. I don’t think this will 
bring any detrimental value," 
he said. 

The tax investigation will 
take months before prosecu- 
tors decide whether to raise 
charges against Graf and her 
father. Graf has said she had 
complete trust that her father 
handled her taxes properly, 
and the family's lawyers said 
they will resolve any ques- 
tions when they have access 
to the investigators’ files. 

Graf said the fashion world 
would not tempi her to end 
her tennis carreer, but con- 
ceded that she has spent 
much time recently with the 
designer. Bemd Lcbusch, 
and working on the up- 
market line of clothes. 

Fashion has always been a 
strong interest, she said, 
especially casual jeans and 
T-shirts. 


Velappan 
predicts 
end to 

match-fixing 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — ■ 
Asia’s top soccer official on 
Tuesday predicted an end to 
match-fixing in the region af- . 
ter a key committee of the 
Asian Game’s ruling body 
endorsed a radical plain to 
reshape the sport in southeast - 

Asia. 

Asian Football Confedera- m ' 
tion (AFC) General- •• 
Secretary Peter Velappan *•' 
was speaking after the first 
meeting of the 44-member • 
AFC's anti-corruption panel, 
made up of representatives 
from Malaysia. Singapore, 
Thailand, Indonesia and .* 
Hong Kong. 

“Our discussions were, ex- 
tremely positive and at least I • 
am happy to report that we 
are beginning to turn the •; 
tables on tne bookies," 
Velappan said. , 

At tbe head of -the panel's “- 
discussions were a series of 
resolutions seeking to pin- 
■j. L point the reason -players were ■ • 
vu Lnerable-lito^ attesting' : \ 
.bribes from bookmakers. - -2 

1 For the first time tbe AFC 
document, endorsed by the 
four countries and Hong /. 
Kong, blamed club and r- 
national officials for “greed 
for success and for money.”- 
“It also blamed inadequate 
employment and financial V 
terms for players and "incon- 
sjstent enforcement of finan- 
dal obligations." r 

The seven-point document' *; 
said that players faced a lack .7 
of security, had poor disd- 
pline and moral values arid 
were subject to harassment 
from bookies. 

Working from these 
assumptions the AFC panel 
passedan 11 -step programme 
to fight match-fixing which ' 
was heavily skewed towards 
improving players’ welfare. 

Among the proposed steps • 
were legal employment con- - 
ft art s, strict enforcement of 
financial obligations to play- 
ers, a code of ethics an<i •* 
moral education for playen •- 
and officials, recognitior 
gjven to outstanding footbal 
achievements and a life baj 
imprisonment for anybod’ 
involved in match-fixing. o 

The document represented 
an about-face in the wa ,^'. 
Asian football has sought ti -■;< 
deal with bookies who seel V 
to control match results b’ -v 
onbing players. 'TTj 

Previous intiatives had fo £..c 
cused on punishing ■ players as ,• 
a deterrent, rather 
proving the players' welfare.' ’ 

rrf. app 531(1 the new “car- r 
rot and stick" approach ■ 
would pay dividends. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Q.l— As Smith. wiiln-roMp. you 
hold: 

♦A 803 -A AWT *A642 

The biddine has pnwmM. 

North tail Skmli We»l 

1 Pan ? 

Whit do yny bid now? 

Q.2 — An South, vvlaerohlr. you 
hold: 

♦AJ762 :KJ4 83 *AK« 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ WITH OHM SHARIF A TAfWAH MtRSCH 


Tit- bidding ho* puris-iled: 
Nor lb Ea»t South Went 

1 * Pom 3 + Pbjw 

3 • Puts ? 

What do you hid now'’ 


Q.3— Eem-Wni 
finuih you hold- 


vulnerable, on 


073 '.'allOO -Q7Z ♦AJ603 
The bidding tin proceeded: 

EmI South Wool North 
3 : Pun Prm Dbl 

Pan ? 

Wlmi arLinti du you lake? 

Q.-l — Huih vulnerable, <u South 


you hohl 

OK10S AK IQ7.7 KJ98 *,\ 
The hniilinn hfl* ppiccrrlr.i 
South W*et Morifa East 
T ' Paw l NT Pam 

WtlAl du Will h|r| q/j’A 1 

QJS — As .Snub, vnlnrmhip 


h-ild. 

T™ AW AKJ.| ♦AKS 
Who: ,i your ••pnu nR bid? 

1 ♦ pE 

What dn >"U bid now- 
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CINEMA TEL: 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Harrison Ford with 
William Dafe & 
Anne Archer 


m 


Clear & Present 
Danger 

Shows: 1 £30. 330. 6:1 5. 830,1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLfiZfi 

Kama! Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 5:00. B30. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

COfKORD 

CONCORD “1” 

The best love story 

Only you 

SHOWS: 12:30. 3:30. 6:1 S. 8:30, 10-30 

CONCORD "2” 

Baby’s Pay Out 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30. 11 


i 
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flMMOON THE0TRE 

TEL:6 18274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa" , 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


HaMtl! MashM Theatre 

• TEL:675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amcr khamash, Khalil 
Jahmanl, Mohammad Hu^scini 
and Issam A1 Hanbaii 
77 if theatre closes on Monday 
Perforrnanccs start al 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hisham's 




(Ahlan 

Wele 

Norma 

Shows start 
For reservati, 
tel. 6251 = 


A 


i 'n 
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Casartelli dies after Tour de France fall 


CAUTERETS, France (AP) 
— r Italy's Fabio Casartelli 
tfied Tuesday after a high- 
speed crash involving several 
riders during the 15th stage of 
the Tour de France, accord- 
ing to the race director. 

Casartelli, of the American 
Motorola team, was taken to 
a hospital after crashing into 
one ofthe concrete Mocks on 
the side of the road in the 
Pyrenees. 

jHe died after being in a 
coma for a few hours. “It’s 
terrible news.” said Jean- 
Marie Leblanc, the director 
ofj the Tour de France. 

_f‘Dr- Nicolet, who was with 
him in the helicopter, called 
me and told me that their 
revival attempts were un- 
sucessful. Casartelli had 
three cardiac arrests in the 
helicopter, Leblanc said. 
“It’s terrible for the Motorola 
team, for Italian cycling and 
for the Tpur de France.” 

It was the first death on the 
Tour de France since 1967, 
when British rider Tom 
Simpson collapsed . during a 
mountain climb on an ex- 
tremely hot day. 

In 1935 another rider, 
Francesco Cepeda of Spain, 
died after a fall in a ravine. 

Patrick 

McEnroe 

advances 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (R) 
— Patrick McEnroe adv- 
anced easily and Paul Gold- 
stein lost a longshot chance to 
become a millionaire in first- 
round action at the Legg 
Mason Tennis Classic on 
Monday. 

The life-seeded McEnroe 
used consistent ground- 
strokes and a strong first 
serve to beat Germany’s Ale- 
xander Mronz 6-3, 6-2. 

U I know I’m prepared and 
I know I'm hitting the ball 
well. Somebody’s going to 
have to beat m.e,” said 
McEnroe. 

Thirteenth seed Patrick ‘ 
Rafter of Australia survived a 
scare from American qualifer 
Don Johnson before winning 

1-6, 7-5, 6-3 while 15th seed . 


He was flown by helicopter 
to a hospital in Tarbes. 

"He has serious facia! and. 
skull injuries,” Tour doctor 
Gerard Porte said. “He went 
into a deep and Immediate 
coma." 

• Casartelli, who was mar- 
ried, was the Olympic cham- 
pion in the road race at the 

1992 Barcelona Games. He 
would have turned 25 on 
Aug. 16. 

He won the Olympic gold 
medal in the road race as an 
amateur and also had 12 
additional wins that year, at 
1.83- metres and 74 kilos (163 
pounds), he was a talented 
rider and was successful in. 
individual stages. 

In his first pro season in 

1993 with Ariostea he won a 
stage in the Settimana "Verf- 
nasca and had three second- 
place finishes in stages of the 
Tour of Switzerland. 

The following year he 
raced with the- Italian team. 
GB-MG bnt a knee injury 
followed by corrective 
surgery kept him from com- 
peting much of the season. 

Casartelli, Germany’s Dirk 
Bal dinger of the Polti Team 
and Italy's Dante Rerae 
crashed during one of tine 


descents of the 206-kilometre 
(128-mile) stage from St. 
Girons to Cauterets. 

At speeds approaching 90 
kilometres an hour, the riders 
failed to negotiate a curve 
and fell about 30 kilometres 
from the start on the Portet 
d'Aspet Mountain. 

Rezze and Baldinger were 
taken to the hospital in Saint- 
Gaudens. Porte said Rezze 
injured his left thigh, while 
Baldinger suffered Multiple 
injuries. 

In Italy, former world 
champion Vittorio Adomi, 
now an Italian television 
commentator, was dose to 
tears as be announced casar- 
telli’s death during a five tele- 
cast of Tuesday's stage. 

Gianni Savio, Casartelli's 
•manager at ZG Mobifi-Selle 
Italia last year, told Italian 
television that be was heart- 
sick by the death “of a 
friend.” 

“He was a splendid, sensi- 
ble, frank young boy.... now 
the. stage, everything, has a 
minor importance.” 

Tour de Frrace-acridenfs 

A list of serious and fatal 
accidents during the Tour de 


France since its start in 1903: 

1935 — Spain's Francesco 
Cepeda died after failing into 
a ravine near bourg d’oisans. 
. 1951 r- Dutchman Wim 
Van Est was seriously injured 
when be fell on a descent in 
Aubtsque. 

1960 — France's Roger 
Riviere, on his way to vic- 
tory, fell into a Ravine while 
crossing the Peijuret Pass 
(MiUan-Avigpon Stage). A 
fractured pelvis put an end to 
his career. 

1967 — British Tom Simp- 
son died after collapsing dur- 
ing an intensive mountain 
climb on an excessively hot 
day. 

1995 — Italy’s Fabio 
Casartelli died after crashing 
on the descent of the Portet 
d'Aspet mountain. 

Other fetal accidents of 
past tours not involving com- 
petitors: 

' 1957 — Radio reporter 
Alex Virot and his motorcyc- 
list driver, Rene Wagner, fell 
into a ravine and died during 
the Barcelona-ax-Les- 
Thennes stage. 

1964 — A truck in the 
tour’s caravan ran out of con- 
trol and plowed into a crowd 
of onlookers, killing 10. 


World Basketball Championship 

Jordan lose 68-60 to Asian champions 


By Aken Bumayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom’s Under-18 basketball 
team lost by a mere 8 
points to Asian champions 
South Korea late Monday 
night in the second round 
or the 5th Junior World 
Basketball Championship 
currently underway in 
Greece. 

Korea won the first half 
36-32 and went on to win 
68-60 as Jordan's Ma’an 
Odeh bad 21 points and 
Zeid Alkhas 20 points. 
Other players were held to 
low scoring as Ihab Msih 
had 8, Fadi Saqaa 6, Ashraf 
Samarah 3 and Samer Nino 
2 . 

With South Korea com- 
mitting a high number of 19 
fouls, Jordan scored 10 out 
of IS free throws at 66 per 
cent but shooting was held' 
to 50 per cent with only 19 
out of 38 and only 4 -out of 


13 three-point shots. 

In other matches Nigeria 
beat Italy 59-57, Puerto 
Rico scored a 123-120 win 
over China in triple over- 
time, and Venezuela beat 
Angola 95-86. 

In the preliminary round, 
Jordan had finished last in 
Group C after losing to 
titleholders the U.S. 61-51, 
Australia 78-35 and Italy 
87-64. 

The Kingdom’s team is 
now playing 9-16th places 
with South Korea, China, 
Puerto Rico in one group 
and Venezuela, Nigeria, 
Italy and Angola in 
another. 

Sixteen teams are taking 
part in the championship. 
The top eight moved into 
the semifinals and will play 
for l-8th places. They are: 
Lithuania, Argentina, Au- 
stralia, Spain, Croatia, 
France, the U.S. and 
Greece. 

Jordan, the third place 


finisher in the Asian Cham- 
pionship in March, is repre- 
senting the continent along 
with China and S. Korea. 

The U-lg tetam is the 
first to represent Jordan in 
a world championship, and 
only the third Arab country 
to qualify for the World 
Basketball Championship. 
Egypt finished last in Sao 
Paulo in 1979 while Syria 


came in 12ih among 16 in 
the 1992 championship in 
Canada. 

Jordan’s team includes 
Zeid Alkhas, Ma'an Odeh, 
Ashraf Samarah, 
Mahmoud Sha’ban^ Samer 
Nino, Ihab Msih, Ramzi 
Ghneim, Fadi AJ Saqqa, 
Zeid Zn’mot, Ra’ed 
Ghoseh, Ziyad Naghoj, 
and Seif Lada’. 


Match statistics 
Jordan 


S. Korea 


Fast Breaks 

Fools 

Rebounds 


Turnovers 
Steals 
Blocks 
Possessions 
Free throws 

2- point shots 

3- point shots 


10/15 (66% 12/3 (66%) 
19/38 (50%) 18/30 (60%) 
4/13 (30%) 10/22 (45%) 


Boos for Christie highlight crisis 


Italian Severini fails dope test 


LONDON (AP) — British 
track and field is in turmoil, 
three weeks before the World 
Championships in Sweden. 

Sally Gunnell is injured 
and will not defend her 400- 
metre hurdles title, 100- 
metre champion Linford 
Christie is in a “panic” be- 
cause of a knee problem, and 
110-metre hurdles trrlist Col- 
in Jackson is at the centre of 
controversy. 

Jackson was left off the 
team named Monday for the 
Aug. 4-13 Championships in 
Goteborg. 

The world record-holder 
withdrew from the National 
Championships in Birming- 
ham on Saturday after run- 
ning a beat, citing a groin 
Injury. But he flew to Padua, 
Italy, and won a 110-hurdles 
race Sunday, receiving a re- 
ported 535,000 fee. 

The British Athletic Fed- 
eration team selectors said 
Jackson could be reinstated 


Vince Spadea ofrthe Unit 

States. jJfcdLito < Australian 41° Competitive fitness."— 1 ^ 
Jaime Morgan 64, 6-1. I 


Top seed in the tourna- 
ment is Andre Agassi, who 
opens play against Rodolphe 
Gilbert of France on 
Wednesday. 

In the absence of any top 
stars on Monday, the Earn 

ere most excited by the 
match in which Goldstein, a 
19-year-old university stu- 
dent, dropped a hotly con- 
tested match to Venezuela’s 
Nicolas Pereira 4-6, 64, 6-3. 

Goldstein, a resident of 
nearby Rockville, Maryland, 
earned a wild card into the 
main draw by winning a local 
pre-tournament event and 
would have pocketed 51 mil- 
lion _ had he won the main 
tournament, too. 

“(The money) really 
wasn’t on my mind,” Gold- 
stein said. “Maybe if I had 
won a couple of matches it 
would have been there. 
Maybe if I’d thought about it 
a little more I would have 
been more psyched.” 

Pereira fought back from a 
one-set deficit in front of a 
completely pro-Goldstein 
crowd. The fan support gave 
Goldstein the momentum 
early on, but the. lack of a 
powerful first serve proved 
his undoing. 

“The crowd was great but I 
didn't give them much to 
holler and cheer about,” 
Goldstein said. I 


That angered BAF execu- 
tive chairman Peter Radford, 
further splitting the span. 

“The selectors have made 
some questionable decisions. 

I do not believe these deci- 
sions are correct," Radford 
said. 

“It is self evident that Jack- 
son is selling the sport short," 
Radford sard. “Nor do I be- 
lieve it is in the best interest 
of the sport or the other. 


athletes to select athletes for 
the World Championships 
who do not compete fully in 
the championships trials and 
whose fitness is still an issue. 

“Events of last weekend 
have serious implications for 
the future. of the 
championships/trials and for 
British athletics." 

Christie, the world and 
Olympic 100-metre cham- 
pion, was booed by some fens 
Saturday when be won his 
race as a “guest.” 

He feiled to qualify for the 
semifinals when he eased up 
in his heat and finish fourth in 
10.93. He requested and was 
given a “quest.” lane in the 
final which he won in the fast, 
and seemingly injury-free, 
time of 10.18. But the 
-crowd’s reception indicated 
the public is growing weary of 
Christie's appetite for con- 
troversy. 

Monday's British newspap- . 
ers said Christie and Jackson^ 
business partners in th* 
sports management company 
Nuff Respect, were insulting 
tire sport which has made 
them millionaires. 

This was Christie's first 
domestic meeting since re- 
solving a money dispute with 
the BAF. He, Jackson and 
200-metre runner John Reg- 
is, also m the Nuff Respect 
stable, held out for more 
appearance money. 

Twice this season, Christie 
has left team management 


SALE! KIPS & Co. SALE! 

Stylish clothes for hpye & girls. 
Hurry! Limited stocks.. 

Tel 326444 


TO LET 

New, unfurnished apartment, between 
Deir Ghbar and Sweifiya, 240 sq.m., 
ground floor, own entrance,, garden, 
parking. 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, 10,000 annually. 

Call Widad Qaraeen / 667120 - 603595 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Jordan Wood Industries Company (JWICO) is seeking to 
employ an energetic and highly motivated and experienced 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

Applicant must be Jordanian and possess qualifications as follows: 

- Holder of one of the following degrees: 

*B.Sc. in Architecture or Interior Design. 

*B.A. in Marketing or Business Administration with emphasis on 

Marketing. 

. -General Use of PCs. 

- Fluent in Arabic and English both written and spoken. . 

Only qualified applicants should send their resume in English with recent 
photo to the following address not later than 25/7/1995 

Jordan Wood Industries Co. Ltd., (JWICO) 

,, P.O.Box 5272 

Amman - Jordan 

All applications will be handled with strict confidentiality. 


uncertain until the last mi- 
nute on his availability for 
important championships, 
the World Indoor Cham- 
pionships in Barcelona . in 
March and the European 
Cup in Lille last month. 

In June, he announced he 
would retire at the end of the 
season because he was rick of 
the treatment he received 
from the media. 

Christie is flying to 
Munich, Germany, this wee'k 
for treatment on his right 
knee. 

“I’m running in pain,” he 
said. “It’s taking too long to 
dear up and I’m beginning to 
panics! could do without this 
three weeks before the World 
Championships.” 

Gunnell, still nobbled by 
an Achilles tendon injury, 
confirmed that she won’t be 
fit enough to run the 400- 
metre hurdles, she may run in 
the 1,600-metre relay. 

5 t “rvc^<lec«l«l T can’t get . 

very dis- 
appointing, but I’ve missed 
about two months training 
and the tendon is stfll jarring 
when Fm hurdling.” 

The one piece of good 
news from the weekend was 
the continued form of middle 
distance runner Kelly 
-Holmes. She won the 800 in 
1:57.5(6, the fastest time in 
the world this year, and plans 
to double up in the 1,500 in 
Goteborg as well. 


ROME (R) — Italian boxer 
Piero Severini has tested 
positive for the banned drug 
epbedrine after a domestic 
super-welterweight title fight 
in April, an Italian National 
Olympic Committee (CONI) 
official said on Monday. 

Coni's anti-doping com- 
mission secretary Alessandro 
Camilli said Severini, 25, 
felled a urine test after fight- 
ing holder Davide Ciarlante 
for the Italian super- 
welterweight title in Poz- 
zuoli, near Naples, on April 
24. 

It was the second incident 


involving the use of banned 
substances to hit Italian box- 
ing, and in the same weight 
category, in recent months. 

Former World Boxing 
Organisation (WBO) super- 
welterweight champion Gian- 
franco Rosi was banned for 
two years on Friday for test- 
ing positive after beating 
champion Vemo Phillips of 
the United States in their title 
fight in May. 

Severini was 13th in the 
European Boxing Union 
(EBU) rankings in May this 
year. Ciarlante was fourth. 

Their fight was stopped in 


the sixth round after an 
accidental headbut and a con- 
troversial “no decision" out- 
come that left Ciarlante with 
the Italian title. 

Catnilii said both Severini's 
urine samples had tested 
positive and he would be 
called in front of a CONI 
commission on Wednesday to 
heare his version of events. 

An eventual decision on' 
whether to ban Severini 
would be taken by the Italian 
Boxing Federation (FPI). 

Rosi was banned for taking ' 
amphetamines which are on 
the banned list because they 


act as a stimulant and can 
contribute to weight less by 
reducing appetite. 

Camilli said Severini will 
be heard by the commission 
on Wednesday. 

He said the commission 
would also hear the cases of 
professional cyclist Walter 
Castignola, three Italian 
■ American football players 
and windsurf champion Ric- 
cardo Giordano who had also 
all tested positive for doping. 

Italian ice skater Simona 
Allori. who reportedly re- 
fused a random dope test, 
would also be summoned. 


FA considers only one qualifying round 


SILVERSTONE (AP) — spokeswoman Ann Bradshaw 
Michael Schumacher and said. 

Damon Hill can’t keep out of “I don’t think we are as 
each other's way on the cir- worried about going to Ger- 
cuit while Formula One lead- many as Michael was coming 
era are considering more to England. He bad a lot to 
changes to the sport, like be worried about after what 
restricting drivers to only one happened in Adelaide.” That 
qualifying round. - was another collision. 

The Schumacher-Hill crash Schumacher, leading Hill 
at -Silverstbne has re-fuelled . ... by one .point befoi^ ^ouig to 


their personal, feud .and may 
anger the fens of the two 
leading Formula One racers. 

Last year, Hill and his Wil- 
liams Renault team received 
death threats from Schu- 
macher's fans and with the 
next round being on die Ger- 
man’s home territory, there is 
a threat that Sunday’s drama 
could spark trouble. 

“You have to take the 
threats seriously as we (fid 
last year, but we don't expect 
any problems,” Williams 


fee -Australian --Graiid Prix, 
ran into the Briti&i timer mid 
neither finished fee final race 
of the season. 

This time Schumacher 
leads Hill by II points wife 
half the season to go and 
therefore no suggestion that 
fee British driver tried to 
knock fee German off fee 
trade at Silverstone's priory 
bend. 

He tried to be squeezed 
between Schumacher’s Be- 


netton Renault and the left- 
hand curve, but his front 
right wheel struck fee Ger- 
man's left side and they both 
did off the circuit onto fee 
gravel. 

“I felt there was a genuine 
chance to attack him as be 
had taken a wide line,” Hill 
said Monday, back at his 
home in Dublin, Ireland. “I 
believe feat and I don’t think 
"I did anything wrong." 

Although Schumacher de- 
scribed Hill’s driving man- 
oeuvre as “crazy and un- 
necessary,” the Williams 
team backed their driver. 

“Both Frank Williams and 
Patrick Head are very sup- 
portive of Damon," Brad- 
shaw said. “They appreciate 
fee way he played the inci- 
dent down, just like we fed 
after Adelaide last year. 


“This is motor racing, this 
sort of thing happens. 
Damon is fee man chosen to 
drive fee race. If he feels he 
has go for it then we back his 
decisions." 

The incident happened 
against a background of near 
animosity between fee two 
drivere. . Each accused the 
otheif.of dangerous driving in 
earlier races and Hill, com-- 
menting on - Schumacher’s 
personality, described him as 
characterless and cloned by 
his sponsors. 

While fee feud continues. 
Formula One officials, who 
have already made major 
rule changes in the past two 
years to improve safety and 
restrict die influence of the 
most powerful engines, are 
considering another change 
to fee race format. 


FURNISHED UlLLA FOR RENT fg& 

Duplex, super deluxe, in Sweifleh, 

5 bedrooms, 2 salons, dining, living, 
big hall, central a/c. 

For more details call 81 8634 - 81 6947 


FOR SALE 

1SUZU-TROOPER, 2600 fuel injection, 
1989, 110000 km, duty unpaid. 

Only JD 6500 For the desert lion 

Call 689351 


DUTY UNPAID BMW FOR SALE 

BMW 335i, model 1985, full 
options. Price U.S. $7000 

Please call Tel: 645733 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 


Announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 29F/95 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 29F/95 forr- 

DAP STORAGE BUILDING 
TRIPPER CONVEYOR SYSTEM 
AT 

AQABA - JORDAN 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2.00 p.m. local time Thursday 24 August, 
1995. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of JD 
(125 ) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12.00 
hours local time Saturday 16 Sept, 1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


IDEAL FOUNDATION PRE-SCHOOL-NOW REGISTERING 


* • 


Help your child build a sound academic and social [T] 

foundation for success in life. - t i || 2 ] j 

At the IDEAL FOUNDATION PRE-SCHOOL located c | 

in Shmeisani, we offer a sound basis for strong — 1,1 1 

academic skills, English language instruction, and supervised 
recreation in a well equipped playground, Our teachers 
areprofessionals with a keen interest in their students’ development. 
(Levels of instruction: Play Group, KG-1 and KG-2) For information, 
call Paris Petty, Sinsia Khalife, or Gayle Petty at 676593 











////, 









JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 ,J 995 ? 


Cairo detains 16 


members of Muslim 
Brotherhood 


CAIRO (AP) — In a fresh 
attempt to crack down on 
Islamic fundamentalist 
groups, security forces have 
detained 16 top members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, 
police sources said Tuesday. 

The sources, insisting on 
anonymity, said the suspects 
were seized after taking part 
in discussions of “terrorist 
plans.” But the Brotherhood 
issued a statement saying the 
arrests were aimed at discre- 
diting the group before up- 
coming parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

The arrests late Monday 
were the latest step in a gov- 
ernmenr round-up of 
brotherhood members that 
began in January. Dozens 
have been detained, but it's 
not known how many remain 
in custody since some have 
been released and seized a 
second time. 

The Brotherhood. Egypt's 
largest fundamentalist group, 
is officially outlawed but has 
been allowed to operate 
openly. It has publicly de- 
nounced violence, but offi- 
cials have accused it of sup- 
porting Muslim radicals seek- 
ing to overthrow the govern- 
ment. 

Despite the accusations, 
none of those arrested has 
been formally charged with 
any crime. It’s no unusual in 
Egypt for suspects to be held 
during investigations before 
charged are filled. 

The Brotherhood state- 
ment said eight of those 
arrested in the earlier round- 
ups were expected to be 
brought before a court 
Wednesday to face possible 
charges. 

The statement, telefaxed 
to the Associated Press, said 
die latest arrests, mostly of 


local Brotherhood leaders in 
several Egyptian provinces, 
came in raids on the mem- 
bers' houses. 

Among the detainees are 
three former members of par- 
liament. doctors, a religious 
leader and several teachers, 
the statement said. It listed 
IS names, but the police 
sources said 16 members 
were arrested- 

The sources described the 
detainees as senior leaders of 
the group, some of whom 
■returned recently from 
Sudan, which the govern- 
ment - also has accused of 
backing Egyptian Muslim 
radicals. 

The suspects were seized 
after a meeting for the 
Brotherhood's Shura, or con- 
sultative council, where ter- 
rorist plans on Arab and in- 
ternational levels were dis- 
cussed, the sources said. 

Documents, local and fore- 
ign currency, video tapes, 
computer diskettes and pic- 
tures of “non-Egyptian ter- 
rorists” training on firearms 
also were seized, the- sources 
said. 

The Brotherhood state- 
ment said the arrests were 
linked to elections due in 
October. “This behaviour 
brings no good and comes at 
a time when the elections 
approach and the arena of 
freedom should have been 
widened,” it said. 

While the Brotherhood 
cannot run candidates since 
religious parties are banned 
under Egypt's constitution, 
its members have been 
elected to parliament by run- 
ning under the banner of 
other parties. Brotherhood 
leaders have said they hope 
to run candidates in the fall 
elections in any way they can. 


Car bomb in Algeria 
injures 14; Italian shot 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
car bomb exploded near 


car bomb exploded near 
apartment buildings bousing 
police officers' families in a 
town outside the capital, 
wounding 14 people, a news- 


paper reported Monday. 
Further details of the S 


Further details of the Sun- 
day atack were not known, 
but initial reports said the 
facades of several buildings 
had been blown off, the daily 
newspaper Liberte said. 

An Italian was shot in the 
ueck and injured in an appa- 
rent ambush in the Kouba 
section of Algiers. 

Dino Fausti, a 48-year-old 
fish dealer, was in serious 
condition after an operation 
at a military hospital, a fore- 
ign ministry official in Rome 
said. 

Mr. Fausti was in a coma 
fighting fo. his life on Tues- 
day, an Italian embassy 
spokesman said. 

The embassy spokesman 
said: “I saw him after he was 
transferred from the operat- 
ing room. He was in a coma 
and his state was serious. We 
hope he will survive but his 
condition was serious.” 

Mr. Fausti was the target 
of an attack by unidentified 
gunmen, said a hospital 
source who would not be 
named. 

Muslim radicals waging a 
three-year civil war against 
the government have assas- 
sinated more than SO foreig- 
ners as part of their insurgen- 
cy to establish an Islamic 
state. 

Car bombs have become 
increasingly common since 
the start of the armed Islamic 
insurgency that has left more 
th an 30,000 people dead in 
three years. 

A car bomb attack on July 
1, also in Boufarik, killed at 
least four people. 


lain the status quo. 
Revealing the govern- 


ment's unease, a military 
court sentenced a journalist 
to three years in prison last 
week for publishing the 
whereabouts of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front's 
second-in-command, the dai- 
ly El Watan reported Mon- 
day. 

Hadj Benaamane of the 
Algerian Press Agency 
(APS) has been in custody 
for the past seven months for 
reporting the information, 
judged a “classified defence 
secret” according to the 
court. 

Two other people were 
given prison sentences of two 
and four years in the same 
trial, the paper said. 

The daily Liberte reported 
that attacks by armed Islamic 
militants in the Algiers region 
seemed to be on the rise. I 

“Assassinations, bombings 
and acts of sabotage have 
'multiplied,'' it said. 


Sudan frees Italian 
doctor and colleague 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
on Tuesday freed an Italian 
doctor and his Sudanese col- 
league who were detained 
two months ago by govern- 
ment troops righting southern 
rebels. 

Italian Guiseppe Meo and 
the Sudanese. Hisham Zaida, 
who worked for the Italian- 
based Charity Comitato Col- 
laborazione Medica. were re- 
leased in a simple ceremony 
at the foreign ministry in 
Khartoum. 


The two doctors were de- 
tained by government troops 
in the southern village of 
Pariang when it was captured 
from rebels fighting the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum in 
May. 


before handing Dr. Meo 
over to the Italian ambassa- 
dor in Sudan, Awad Al 
Kerim Fadlallah, first under- 
secretary at the Sudanese 
Foreign Ministry, said Dr. 
Meo nad violated Sudanese 
law by entering the country 
without a visa. 

Dr. Fadlallah said Dr. Meo 
and Dr. Zaida had been 
working with the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

“The two doctors were 
rendering help to an outlaw 
group which is at war with the 
Sudanese government and 
their help could only perpetu- 
ate hostilities and exacerbate 
the suffering of the people of 
southern Sudan," Dr. Fadlal- 
lah said. 






U.K. rules out 
privacy legislation 


JORDAN COMMITTED 
TO PEACE: His Mqjesty 
King Hussein Tuesday re- 
ceives at the Royal Court a 
delegation from the Israeli 
Shass Party. The King 
assured the delegation that 
the Kingdom win remain 
committed to the cause of 
comprehensive peace in the 
region (Petra photo) 


i " 


Rabin says no progress expected unless military experts meet 


The crisis started after the 
army cancelled January 1992 
ledsiative elections the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) appeared 
set to win. The ensuing crack- 
down fed a cycle of violence 
that the government claims is 
nearing an end. 

On Sunday the govern- 
ment moved a step closer to 
presidential elections it plans 
by year’s end, making 
amendments to the nation's 
electoral law. 

So far, there are no de- 
clared candidates for the 
election and no exact date. 

President Liamine Zeroual 
contends the voting will boost 
efforts to pull Algeria out of 
crisis. But major opposition 
parties all oppose elections, 
claiming they are premature 
given the climate of violence 
and are just a ploy to main- 


DAMA SCUS (Agencies) 
— On Tuesday Syria re- 
jected Israeli Prime Minis- • 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's charge 
that Damascus had broken 
an agreement to resume 
miiitaiy talks with Israel. 

“Rabin's accusations are 
contrary to facts.” the offi- 
cial daily Tishreen said. 

“Had Israel responded to 
the requirements and prin- 
ciples of the peace process 
the negotiations would 
have gone on norm airy and 
naturally,” the newspaper 
said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
on Sunday that the ambas- 
sadors of Israel and Syria 
would meet in Washington 
within two weeks and that 
it was a “technical issue" 
whether military repre- 
sentatives would join them. 

But Mr. Rabin criticised 
Mr. Christopher remarks, 
saying he viewed the Syrian 
refusal to meet “not as a 
technical matter but as a 
violation of an agreement." 

But the United States, 


under pressure from Israel 
to be more assertive, on 
Monday urged Syria to live 
up to its agreement with 
the Jewish state to have 
military experts meet by 
the end of July. 

Srate Department 
Spokesman Nicholas Burns 
acknowledged that during 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher's last trip to 
the Middle East in June, 
Syria and Israel had agreed 
on a series of steps for 
peace talks through July. 

“When the parties make 
commitments on each 
other, or to us. it is impor- 
tant that they live up to 
those commitments," Mr. 
Burns told reporters. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
failed during a tour of the 
region last week to fix a 
date for a new round of 
Syrian-Israeli military 
meetings, originally plan- 
ned to follow up talks be- 
tween the Syrian and 
Israeli army chiefs held in 
Washington on June 27-29. 

The talks focus on secur- 


ity arrangements that 
would back a proposed 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, captured 
by Israel in 1967. These 
include early warning sys- 
tems, demilitarised zones 
and peacekeeping troops. 

Syria wants a foil Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
and says security arrange- 
ments should be equal and 
balanced. Israel refuses to 
reveal the extent of a pull- 
back until Damascus agrees 
to establish normal ties 
with the Jewish state. 

Tishreen said resumption 
of the military talks was 
linked to progress in talks 
between Lieutenant- 
. General Hikmat Shehabi, 
chief of staff of the Syrian 
armed forces, and his 
Israeli opposite number, 
Lieutenant-General Amo- 
non Shahak. 

'Talks between the army 
chiefs and the visit by the 
U.S. peace coordinator re- 
fute Rabin's accusations 
and give the real picture 
about Israel's responsibility 


on why the military talks 
did not resume,” it said. 

“Had Israel proved its 
response to the equal and 
balanced security arrange- 
ments during talks of the 
army chiefs then a date for 
the military experts would 
have been fixed," it said. 


“Israel had returned to 
the policy of blackmail, 
bargaining and manoeuvr- 
ing... it wants to maintain 
its occupation of the Golan 
in various forms... It also 
wants to Irann Syria’s 
sovereignty," the newspap- 
er said. 


Mr. Christopher had said 
ambassador-level talks 
would resume in Washing- 
ton in a week or two. 

The radio said that 
“when the two parties have 
agreed on security ele- 
ments, military experts will 
be able to meet to discuss 
applying elements on the 
ground." 


But Syria confirmed 
Tuesday that talks at 
ambassador level with 
Israel would resume soon 
in Washington. 

‘The negotiations will 
resume at ambassador level 
to find a common platform 
and discuss security mea- 
sures” to accompany an 
Israeli withdrawal on the 
Golan Heights, state radio 
said, without giving a pre- 
'icise date. 


Mr. Rabin, however, 
said no progress will be 
made in Lsrael-Syria peace 
negotiations until Syria 
agrees to resume talks be- 
tween military leaders as 
planned. 

Mr. Rabin told the par- 
liament’s foreign affairs 
and defence committee 
that Syria had broken its 
commitment to the United 
States to continue with the 
miiitaiy talks. 


A legislator present at 
the committee meeting said 
Mr. Rabin had said: “Until 
Syria agrees to renew the 
generals' talks there mil be 
uo new development." 


Israel, E.U. complete 
new trade agreement 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
European Union (EU) and 
Israel have reached a new 
trade agreement eliminating 
most remaining tariffs and 
granting the Jewish state uni- 
que observer status in re- 
search and development 
committees, the foreign 
ministry announced Tuesday. 


Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres termed the agreement, 
finalised in Brussels Monday, 
*‘an important stepping stone 
in widening relations be- 
tween Israel and Europe." 

Israel is hoping the new 
accord, which replaces a 1975 
free-trade agreement, will 
help it narrow a S7 billion 
trade deficit with the Euro- 
pean Union. 

While the agreement is one 
of the most far-reaching with 
a non-European country, it 
falls short of Israel’s initial 
hopes for associate status 
similar to that of Eastern 


European countries with less 
developed economies. 

Israel is the first non-EU 
country to be granted obser- 
ver status in the field of re- 
search and development, 
however. The accord opens 
markets to Israeli hi-tech 
firms by enabling their parti- 
cipation in EU government 
tenders, particularly in tele- 
communications. 

Talks dragged on for 
almost two years because of 
Israel’s demand for more 
opponess to its agricultural 1 
exports. In the end. the EU 
agreed to lower quotas and 
drop customs on fresh herbs, 
flowers and gTapes. 

Israel has agreed to drop 
customs on EU-produced ap- 
ples. cheese, wheat and flour. 

The agreement is to be 
signed in Brussels in October 
and later ratified by the 
European Parliament, a 
Foreign Ministry statement 
said. 


Kuwaiti 
minister 
in S. Arabia 

to discuss 
borders 


PFLP claims shootings 
of Israeli teens 


JEDDAH (AP) — 
Kuwait's Foreign Minister 
arrived Tuesday with a 
message for King Fahd 
from the Kuwaiti Emir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, as the two 
neighour’s move to finalise 
demarcation of their land 
border and territorial wa- 
ters. 

The minister. Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad, reported 
Monday to the Kuwaiti 
Parliament's Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee on the 


The two countries de-' 
marcated their (220- 
kilometres) land boundary 
in the so-called neutral 
zone in 1968. 


WADI KELT, West Bank 
(AP) — Two Israeli teena- 
gers on a nature hike were 
shot and killed Tuesday in a 
desert gorge 20 kilometres 
east of occupied Jerusalem. 

It was the first deadly 
attack on Israelis since April 
10, when six Israelis and an 
American were killed in a 
suicide bomb attack in the 
Gaza Strip. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has put a pre- 
mium on an end to bloodshed 
if the Israeli-PLO peace pro- 
cess is to go forward. 

A caller to the Associated 
Press claimed the attack was 
the work of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), a radical 
PLO faction opposed to the 
Israeli-PLO peace process. 
The claim could not im- 
mediately be verified. 

Hundreds of soldiers, on 
foot and in helicopters, 
swarmed the area searching 


for the killers. 

Both teens were shot in the 
head, police at the scene said. 

One was from the Israeli 
town Ra'anana and the other 
was from West Bank settle- 
ment Beit El, the police said. 

Israeli and army radios said 
the two teens had left on a 
hiking trip Tuesday morning. 
The bodies were found by an 
inspector from the Nature 
Reserve Authority, Army 
Radio said. 

Yoav Zimran, ■ a settler 
security officer, said the two 
teens Had knife and wounds 
on the head and neck. 

In a similar attack, two 
Israeli hikers were shot and 
stabbed to death in Wadi 
Kelt in October 1993. the 
first fatal attack after the 
signing of the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord in September 
1993. The militant Islamic 
group Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for that attack. 


SLA frees 5 prisoners in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
( AP) — Irani an -backed guer- 
rillas hit a mechanised Israeli 
patrol with a Sagger anti-tank 
missile in South Lebanon 
Tuesday, knocking out a 
Merkava tank, security 
sources reported. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
there was no immediate word 
of casualties in the 4:30 p.m. 
(1330 GMT) ambush near the 


Beit Yahoun checkpoint in 
the central sector of the 
Israeli-occupied enclave 
along the border. 

The Shiite Muslim Hizbol- 
lah. or Party of God, claimed 
responsibility and said sever- 
al Israelis were killed or 
wounded. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Israeli milit- 
ary authorities. 

The sources said Israeli 


artillery and tanks shelled 
suspected guerrilla hideouts 
in Shiite villages outside the 
so-called "security zone" fol- 
lowing the assault. No casual- 
ties were reported from the 
bombardment. 

Earlier Tuesday, Israel's 
militia ally, the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) released 
five prisoners from a deten- 
tion camp in the occupied 
zone. 


New media law allows PLO 
to clamp down on opposition 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
Authority published leg- 
islation Tuesday which 
appears to give it a virtual 
free hand to continue to act 
against newspapers which 
do not toe the line. 


Iraqi opposition leader to visit Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — Iraqi 
Shi'ite opposition leader 
Ayatollah Mohammad Baqer 
Al Hakim will visit Syria this 
week for talks with other 
opposition factions on how to 
topple the government of Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

A spokesman for the Sup- 
reme Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (RCIRI) 
told Reuters on Tuesday that 
Mr. Hakim, who heads the 
council, will also meet Syrian 
officials and “some brothers 
from the Gulf.” 

"Hakim had previously 
proposed a comprehensive 
plan for toppling Saddam and 
paving the way for the Iraq 


oppositionn to take over. 
This plan would be discussed 
with opposition factions dur- 
ing tiiis visit." the SC1RI 
official said. 

He said Mr. Hakim, who 
will arrive on Friday, will 
meet “some brothers from 
the Gulf and Iraqis who are 
living in Syria." 

The Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) quoted Mr. Hakim 
as saying he had suggested 
several ways to intensify anti- 
government operations inside 
Iraq in meetings with other 
opposition groups. 

Distnibances were recently 
widely reported between Ira- 
qi security forces and a Sunni 
Muslim tribe in the west of 


the country that had formed a 
pillar of support for President 
Saddam's regime. 

But Iraqi opposition 
groups are deeply ideologi- 
cally divided between Kur- 
dish guerrilals in the north, 
Shi’ite Muslim fundamental- 
ists in the south and smaller 
groups of leftists, Arab 
nationalists and liberal demo- 


Information Minister 
Yasser Abed Rabbo told a 
press conference: "We are 
trying to guarantee or se- 
cure the freedom of the 
press and public opinion. 

"There will not be any 
censorship imposed on 
journalists," he said, sin 
illusion to the Israeli milit- 
ary censors. 


But the legislation, which 
comes into effect on July 
25. prohibits publication of 
information deemed to 


‘endanger national unity 
>r incite crime or hatred. 


The various groups have 
met since the Gulf war but 


met since the Gulf war but 
have not coordinated any 
common plan of action be- 
fore. 

Syria, which is hostile to 
the Baghdad government, 
hosts many Iraqi opposition 
exiles. 


or incite crime or hatred, 
division or religious strife.” 

It also bans publication 
of "secret information on 
the police, the security 
forces, its weaponry, move- 
ment and training camps." 

Penalties include three- 
month closure Of newspap- 
ers and up to six months m 
jail. 

Some Palestinian jour- 


nalists told Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo the wording of the leg- 
islation was too vague and 
gave the authorities wide 
powers of interpretation. 

Former Palestinian 
spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi warned of the 
dangers of such wide- 
ranging legislation. 

“The first problem is the 
newspapers have to get a 
licence. And this is a res- 
triction," she said. 

“The scope of the law is 

too broad, for example it 
sets out requirements for a 
newspaper editor. This is 
ifot their business." said 
M5. Ashrawi. head of the 
Palestinian Independent 
Commission for Citizen's 
Kignts. 

"The regulations should 
concentrate on libel and 
blasphemy, but they are 
not mentioned.” 

She also questioned the 
need for a minister of in- 
formation. 

Since returning to the 
Gaza Slnp a year ago. PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 


LONDON (AP) — Rejecting 
legislation to protect privacy, 
the government said Monday 
it will give newspapers more 
time to prove that they can 
curb their own excesses. 
Newspaper editors welcomed 
the move. Heritage Secretary 
Virginia Bottomley, re- 
sponsible for press legisla- 
tion, recommended that the 
newspapers’ own Press Com- 
plaints Commission tighten 
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up its definition of privacy. 
She also proposed a fond for 
compensating victims- of in- 
trusion. But she rejected a 
House of Commons commit- 
tee’s proposal for civil and 
criminal legislation to estab- 
lish a right of privacy. “The 
government would prefer to 
see a self-regulatory process 
than to introduce a law which 
could create more problems 
than it is designed to solve," 
Mrs. Bottomley told the 
House of Commons. She said 
the industry had not yet 
proven that self-regulation 
works. -"Despite the serious 
practical difficulties, legisla- 
tive measures should not be 
ruled out.” she said. Senior^ 
editors commended Ms. Bot- 
tomley, who was appointed 
to the heritage position only 
last month, for backing off 
legislation. “We have long 
supported the self regualtion 
of the press and we welcome 
the government's recognition 
that the system is working 
and that it is the best way 
forward,” said a statement 
from Rupert Murdoch's news 
corporation, which publishes 
the Times and the Sun, both 
right-wing papers. Peter Pre- 
ston, the editor-in-chief of 
the left-wing Guardian newsr • 
paper, agreed. “I particularly 
welcome the recognition that 
the press protects our free- 
dom,” he said. “This would 
have been a better place to 
start rather than end up." 


Syria rejects accusations on military talks 
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has regularly prevented dis- 
tribution of Arabic news- 
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Yacht rescues 
man adrift for ! 
2 days 


ATHENS (AP) — A yacht 
£ompetine in the annual A& 


£ompeting in the annual Ae- 
gean Sea rally rescued a 
French windsurfer who had 
beeii adrift on his board for 
two days after his sail was 
damaged, officials said Monh 
day. The tourist, identified as 
Jean Grosso, was found ' 
Saturday about 10 nautical 
miles south of Paros in the 
Qplades Island chain. H* 
had drifted away on the .cur- 1 -’ 
rent after his sail was dam- 
aged while he surface off the-' 
island Thursday, a Merchant-. • 
Marine Ministry spokesman 
said. Grosso, who is in his 
mid-30s, received first aid 
treatment for shock on the 
nearby island of Ios before 
returning to Paros on a ferry. 
He was kept in the local 
hospital for observation for 
24 hours before being re- 
leased, a Coast Guard official 
on Paros said. The man’s 
hometown and details of his 
condition were not ink 
mediately available. 


Teenager fined 
after Major 
pistol scare 


LONDON (R) — A teenager 
who fired a starting pistol 
outside the home of British 
Prime Minister John Major 
was fined £250 ($400) Mon- 
day-. Robert Gipters. 19, 
admitted threatening be- 
haviour and has written to 
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tne British leader to apolc^J 
gise for firing the pistol aT 
Major was being driven past 
into his country home. The 
court recognised that Gip 1 

had been -drinking 
and left home after an argu.- 
ment. did not intend to harm 
anyone as the pistol could not 
fire bullets. 


New elegance 
for Parisian 
meter maids 


PARIS (AFP) — p a n S ' 5 

«rTL° f K? ete f maidS hit the - 
streets Monday wearing a 

new uniform, replacing^ 
b jy e costume that 
earned the name of “peri- 

numbe* • T 16 j® unt y 

bluTw" therit ycolcmrsof 

blue and garnet was designed, 

fashion S i t,cket *wieldmg 
ushion plates bv Franckie 

Jwquc 0 f Balendaga who 
beat three other countri* iS 
fh i VT con, P e tition. One of 
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X a bl “' un, f°™ accented* 
with 2 ch k afl d topped - 
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